
H elen J. Andersen, age 95, of Spencer, Iowa 
died on Wednesday, March 11, 2020 at St. 

Luke Lutheran Home in Spencer. 
   Born on October 28, 1924 at her family farm just 
outside Sioux Rapids, Iowa.  Helen grew up on the 
farm with her seven brothers and one sister.  From 
an early age, she was drawn to working with chil-
dren. After High School, she enrolled at Iowa State 
Teacher's college where she earned her teaching 
credential. She began her teaching career in Cal-
houn County. It was there she meet her husband of 
over 50 years, Arnold Andersen.  
   They moved to Orange, California in 1952, where 
their only child, Richard was born.  Soon after, Hel-
en went back to college and earned her BA and MA 
degrees in Education from Chapman College. She 
taught in the Orange City school district for over 25 
years, specializing in 2nd and 3rd grades.  Her last 
ten years she worked exclusively as a reading re-
source instructor. After Helen retired in in 1983, she 
and Arnold lived in Crescent City California and lat-
er, Modesto California. In 2011 she moved to Spen-
cer Iowa to be closer to her Iowa family members. 
   Helen was an active member of the Lutheran 
church in every location she lived.  She spent many 
hours a week volunteering to raise funds and 
knowledge for the church. She also enjoyed sew-
ing, baking, gardening and her two dachshunds. 
Most of all, she enjoyed spending time with her 
grandsons after school when they were young. She 
was a very giving person and loved to laugh. 
   Helen is survived by her younger brother, Nor-
man Halverson of Spencer, and her two grandsons, 
Justin and Nathan Andersen of Carson City Neva-
da and Modesto California. She is also survived by 
numerous nephews and nieces.  
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IN MEMORY OF  

Helen J.  Andersen  

October 28, 1924 — March 11, 2020 

 

V I S I T A T I O N  

Thursday, March 19, 2020 

12:00-2:00 P.M. 

Sliefert Funeral Home 

Sioux Rapids, Iowa 

 

C L E R G Y  

Pastor John Syvertson 
 

C A S K E T  B E A R E R S  

Family & Friends of Helen 
 

P R I V A T E  F A M I L Y  I N T E R M E N T  

Lone Tree Cemetery 

Sioux Rapids, Iowa 
 

Arrangements by 

SLIEFERT FUNERAL HOMES  
www.sliefert.com 

Albert City ٠ Marathon ٠ Sioux Rapids ٠ Storm Lake  
 

 

T hank you for the many acts of kindness 

extended to our family and your presence at 

this service.  

 

—  T h e  F a m i l y  o f  H e l e n  J .  A n d e r s e n  

The Lord is my shepherd;  

I shall not want. 

He makes me lie down 

in green pastures. 
He leads me beside still waters; 
He restores my soul. 
He leads me in paths 

of righteousness 
for his name's sake. 

Even though I walk through the  

valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil, 
for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, 
 they comfort me. 

You prepare a table before me 
 in the presence of my enemies; 
you anoint my head with oil; 
 my cup overflows. 
Surely goodness and  

mercy shall follow me 
all the days of my life, 
and I shall dwell in  

the house of the Lord 

forever. 

Psalm 23 
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