
 

D 
uane Mahnke, age 87, of Storm Lake, Iowa, formerly of Albert City, 

Iowa, died Sunday, October 20, 2019, at the Buena Vista Regional 

Medical Center in Storm Lake, Iowa. 

   Duane Donald Mahnke, the son of Alfred and Anna (Gruhn) Mahnke was born 

in Carroll, Iowa on November 10, 1931. He was baptized in Carroll and later 

confirmed in Albert City. He grew up on a farm and graduated from Albert City 

High School in 1950. On May 10, 1951, he joined the U.S. Navy and served as 

an Aviation Machinist's Mate Third Class. 

   While serving his country in the Navy and stationed in Atlantic City, New 

Jersey, Duane met his wife, Joan at a USO dance. Duane and Joan were united in 

marriage on August 30, 1954, in Pleasantville, New Jersey. This union was 

blessed with four children: Donna, Debbie, Cindy and Lee. 

   Following Duane’s Honorable Discharge on May 6, 1955, they moved to 

Albert City where they were engaged in farming and raising their family. After 

retiring from farming, Duane worked at the Laurens Good Samaritan Center.  In 

2012, Duane and Joan moved to Storm Lake. He then worked on an on-call basis 

exchanging vehicles between car dealerships until his death.  

   Duane was a member of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in Albert City where he 

and Joan were devoted Luther League sponsors for many years. Duane and Joan 

enjoyed playing 500 in card clubs and spending time together playing slots at the 

casino. As a Korean War Veteran, Duane was grateful for the opportunity to 

experience the Honor Flight to Washington, D.C. in 2015. 

   Duane was a devoted husband, father, grandfather, and great-grandfather. 

Duane always made time for family and supported his children and 

grandchildren by attending their school and athletic events throughout their 

school years. He enjoyed taking the family fishing, tobogganing, bowling, or 

going to Cutty's of Okoboji. Duane was a strategic game player and challenged 

his family by playing board games and a variety of card games, especially 

Phase10. Duane will always be remembered for his jovial laugh, his great sense 

of humor and his riddle-telling skills.  He offered a helping hand to anyone who 

needed it. 

   Duane's life and memory is cherished, loved and celebrated by his family 

which include his children: Donna Dorio of Port St. Lucie, Florida; Debbie 

(Dick) Sheets of Panora, Iowa; Cindy (Scott) Vander Leest of Watertown, South 

Dakota; Lee (Rachel) Mahnke of Florissant, Colorado; grandchildren: Jamie 

(Eric) Kunze of Panora, Iowa; Mitchell Sheets of Panora, Iowa; Ryan Vander 

Leest of Brookings, South Dakota; Allison (Cameron Hogle) Vander Leest of 

Watertown, South Dakota; Ashley (Joe Williams) Vander Leest of Watertown, 

South Dakota; Danielle Scott of Denver, Colorado; Amber Mahnke and Aaron 

Mahnke both of Florissant, Colorado; great-grandchildren: Tate Kunze, Taylor 

Kunze, Autumn Sheets, Gavin Sheets, and Charlyee Williams; other extended 

family and many friends. 

   He was preceded in death by his wife, Joan and his parents. 

In  Loving Memory  

Duane Donald Mahnke 
1 9 3 1  —  2 0 1 9  

Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you.  
Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.  

John 14:27 



 

 

 

IN MEMORY OF  

Duane Donald Mahnke 
November 10, 1931 — October 20, 2019 

 
 

MEMORIAL SERVICE  

Thursday, October 24, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.  

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church  

Albert City, Iowa  
 

 

CLERGY  

Pastor John Mayer  
 

 

ORGANIST  

Margit Behrens  
 

 

SOLOIST BY GRANDPA ’S REQUEST  

Tate Kunze  

“I Can Only Imagine”  

 

 

HONORARY CASKET BEARERS  

Duane’s Grandchildren  

 
 

Arrangements by 

SLIEFERT FUNERAL HOMES  

www.sliefert.com 

Albert City ٠ Marathon ٠ Sioux Rapids ٠ Storm Lake  

 

W e wish to express our sincere gratitude for the many kindnesses 

evidenced in thought and deed, and for your attendance at this 

service. You are invited to join us for refreshments and a time of fellowship 

at the church immediately following the service. 

  —  T he  Fa m il y  o f  Dua ne  D.  Ma hnke  

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life.  

He who believes in Me, though he may die,  

yet shall he live and everyone who lives and  

believes in Me shall never die.” 

John 11:25-26 


