
I rene Halverson, 100, of Spencer, Iowa formerly of Sioux Rapids, died on 
January 22, 2023 at Northshire in Spencer. 

   Irene Joyce Johnson was born August 26, 1922 in Lakefield, Minnesota, to 
Edmund and Opal Johnson. She was the first of six siblings, Inez, Everett, 
Mildred, Irving, and Ardyce. At the age of three the family moved to Buena Vista 
County, where she attended school in Marathon during her early years. She would 
eventually graduate from Sioux Rapids Schools in 1940 as salutatorian; ironically 
her daughters, Sandy and Judy were also Salutatorian in 1962 and 1964 and her 
daughter Joan was valedictorian in 1965. In the Buena Vista County Spelling Bee, 
Irene placed third, just one place off of going to the state Spelling Bee. 
   After graduation Irene enrolled in the Fort Dodge School of Business. When she 
had learned all they had to teach her, the school arranged for her employment at 
the Hatchery in Spencer. She then went to Simonson Iron Works and then worked 
for A.J. Scott at First National Bank. Later, she did bookkeeping for a number of 
businesses in Sioux Rapids.  
   In 1943, Irene was united in marriage to Virgil Halverson. They lived on a farm 
southeast of Sioux Rapids, where they raised their three daughters: Sandra, Judy 
and Joan. The couple later divorced. 
   Irene was very active in the First Lutheran Church in Sioux Rapids, playing 
piano and being Sunday School treasurer for 54 years. Her other volunteering 
duties led her to oversee the Lee Township drive for 37 years; she participated 38 
years in the Sioux Rapids Area Historical Assn.; was a longtime member of the 
Sioux Rapids Alumni Committee as well as the Northwest Iowa Scandinavian 
Association, which reflected her Norwegian heritage. In her spare time she loved 
crocheting and participating as a member of the Women’s Prayer Coffee. Irene 
could always be counted on to volunteer to take the census every ten years or 
drive someone in Sioux Rapids to their appointments. She also traveled to farms 
gathering information for the Pictorial Atlas of numerous counties in Iowa.  
   Irene loved to travel and had been to Canada, Mexico and many of the United 
States. She also was proud that she visited all 99 counties in the state of Iowa. 
Often you could see her following Sandy in the RAGBRAI event. Irene’s theme 
song during  her travels was “On The Road Again”. Irene kept herself informed of 
local and world news by reading 5 newspapers a day coming from these 
communities – Storm Lake, Spencer, Peterson, Niobrara, NE and Sioux 
Rapids. Her mind could recall the littlest detail if the person was to ask if there 
was information needed from years past. 
   Irene loved the Clay County Fair, the State Fair, girls basketball tournaments, 
and looking at Christmas lights. Her biggest joy was spending time with her 
daughters. Her heritage was evident when she prepared Norwegian cuisine for the 
holidays and special events.  
   Irene is survived by her daughters, Sandy Halverson of Spencer, Iowa; Judy 
(Marvin) Moss of Galt, Iowa; and Joan (Jon) Horton of Earlham, Iowa; 
grandchildren, Julie Horton of Ankeny, Iowa; Carla (Gordon) Morgan of 
Boquete, Panama; Shari Bral of Ottumwa, Iowa; and Kyle Moss of Clarion, Iowa; 
one sister, Ardyce Hanson of Ames, Iowa; and nieces, nephews, cousins, and 
friends. 
   She was preceded in death by her parents, her brothers, Everett (Lois) Johnson 
and Irving Johnson, and her sisters, Inez (Don) Flint; and Mildred (Max) Imrie; 
and one brother-in-law, Ed Hanson. 

In  Loving Memory  

Irene Halverson 
1 9 2 2  —  2 0 2 3  



 

IN MEMORY OF  
 

Irene Halverson 
August 26, 1922 — January 22, 2023 

 

MEMORIAL SERVICE  
Saturday, August 26, 2023  

 

TIME  
12:00 p.m.  

 

LOCATION  

First Lutheran Church  
Sioux Rapids, Iowa  

 

CLERGY  
Pastor Eric Patten  

 

PIANIST  
Glenn Henriksen 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC  
“What A Friend We Have in Jesus” 

“Jesus Loves Me” 
“Amazing Grace” 

“How Great Thou Art” 
“Goodnight Irene” 

 

INTERMENT  
Lone Tree Cemetery  
Sioux Rapids, Iowa  

 
Arrangements by 

SLIEFERT FUNERAL HOMES  
www.sliefert.com 

Albert City ٠ Marathon ٠ Sioux Rapids ٠ Storm Lake  

 

W e wish to express our sincere gratitude for the many kindnesses 

evidenced in thought and deed, and for your attendance at this 

service. You are invited to join us for lunch and a time of fellowship at the 

church  immediately following the service. 

-  T he  Fa mi l y  of  I re ne  Ha lverso n  

You Must Believe 
 

When faith grows dim 
in the darkest night, 

you must believe 
God makes things right. 

When belief is strong and joy surrounds, 
you must believe God’s goodness abounds. 

When prayers go up to heaven above, 
you must believe God responds with love. 

When it may seem He doesn’t hear, 
you must believe God has a plan 

of which we’re a part but don’t understand. 
You must believe your prayers are heard… 

you must believe and accept 
God’s word. 


