
Sara Ellen Gerig 
June 7, 1935 - December 7, 2018 
 
Sara Ellen Gerig, 83, of Albany, Oregon, passed away at the adult foster care 
home where she was residing. 
 
She was born in Austin, Texas,  to Charles Wesley Mitchell and Lyna Evelyn 
(Westmoreland) Mitchell, the fifth of six children.  The family moved frequently 
during her growing-up years, living in Texas, Colorado, Oregon, Mississippi, and 
California. 
 
She started her schooling in second grade, enabling her to graduate from high 
school a year early.  She began her high school senior year in Grants Pass, Ore-
gon; and then the family moved to Yucaipa, California.  After one more move dur-
ing the school year, she completed her senior year in Colorado Springs, Colorado, 
where she graduated in 1952. 
 
After graduation, she located back in Grants Pass, Oregon, which had been 
somewhat of a hub of her family’s previous transitions.  At that point, she support-
ed herself, along with her mother and younger sister, by working at the Josephine 
County Courthouse.  She and her oldest brother were charter members of the 
Grants Pass Mennonite Church.  She then moved to Corvallis, Oregon, where she 
worked in a clerical role at Oregon State University. 
 
She married Norman C Gerig on March 27, 1960, at Fairview Mennonite Church 
in Albany, Oregon. From this union were born one daughter and one son. 
 
During her married life, she was employed as a medical transcriptionist. She 
worked several years for the Park Street Clinic in Lebanon, Oregon, and was able 
to bring her work home so that she could be with her children.  Later, she worked 
as a medical transcriptionist at an orthopedic clinic in Albany.  She and Norman 
then had a home business that provided blank audio cassette tapes and cassette 
tape duplication services, with an emphasis on church and ministry-oriented 
needs, until other media formats were taking prevalence at the same time that her 
increasing physical limitations were necessitating a change. 
 
She enjoyed putting her natural abilities with words, spelling, and grammar to 
good use by producing various publications for church, school, friends, and family.   
She was often found solving crosswords and other word puzzles. 
 
Her desire was to live a life pleasing to the Lord.  She attended the Fairview Men-
nonite and Brownsville Mennonite churches regularly until physical impairments 
limited her activities to the point that she was no longer able.  
 
She is survived by her husband of 58 years, Norman; one sister, Lyneva Grau-
berger of Nampa, Idaho; and her two children, Ellen Gerig and Stanley Gerig, both 
of Albany, Oregon. 
 
She was preceded in death by her parents, brothers Charles Mitchell and Eugene 
Mitchell, and sisters Ruth Blowers and Dera Keen. 
 
A viewing will be at the funeral home from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. on Monday.  A public 
service will be held at 11:00 a.m. Tuesday at Fairview Mennonite Church in Alba-
ny, Oregon, with interment following at Fairview Mennonite Cemetery. 
 
Contributions may be made to Christian Aid Ministries or Heralds of Hope in care 
of the funeral home. 

 

In Loving Memory of 
 

Sara Ellen Gerig 
 

June 7, 1935 ~ December 7, 2018 



IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

Sara Ellen Gerig 
Tuesday, December 18, 2018 at 11 a.m.  

 
Fairview Mennonite Church 

35100 Goltra Road SE 
Albany, OR  97322 

Greeting & Opening Prayer Kevin Baker 

Reading of the Obituary Arlis Mishler 

Congregational Song  
      “There Is a Land of Pure Delight” 

David Krabill 

Recorded Song 
      “I Know” 

The Batton Brothers 

Devotional Kevin Baker 

Recorded Song 
      “When I Pass Through the Gates” 

Liberty Quartet 

Video Remembrance  

Message 
      Psalm 27:1 

Raymond Shreve 

Recorded Song 
      “Sundown” 

The Chuck Wagon Gang 

Recorded Song 
      “The Trumpet Shall Sound” 

From Handel’s “Messiah” 

Closing & Dismissal Kevin Baker 

Casket Bearers 
Nephews Leonard Gerig, Lynn Gerig, Bob Mitchell, Randy Mitchell 

Rayburn Mitchell, & Ryan Mitchell 
 

Honorary Casket Bearers 
Nephews Nathan Birky, David Eby, & Delbert Gerig 

Interment 
Fairview Mennonite Cemetery 

Albany, Oregon 

 

I Am Standing Upon the Seashore 

I am standing upon the seashore.  
A ship, at my side, 

spreads her white sails to the moving breeze 
and starts for the blue ocean.  

She is an object of beauty and strength. 
I stand and watch her until, at length,  
she hangs like a speck of white cloud  

just where the sea and sky come to mingle with each other. 
 

Then, someone at my side says, "There, she is gone." 
 

Gone where? 
 

Gone from my sight. That is all.  
She is just as large in mast, hull and spar  

as she was when she left my side. 
And, she is just as able to bear her load of living freight 

to her destined port. 
 

Her diminished size is in me -- not in her. 
And, just at the moment when someone says, "There, she is gone," 

there are other eyes watching her coming, and other voices 
ready to take up the glad shout, "Here she comes!" 

 
And that is dying... 

 
--Henry Van Dyke 

 

https://allpoetry.com/I-Am-Standing-Upon-The-Seashore.

