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The Dash 

 

I read of a man who stood to speak at a funeral of a friend.  

 He referred to the dates on the tombstone 

 from the beginning…to the end. 

He noted that first came the date of birth  

and spoke of the following date with tears but  

said what mattered most of all was the dash between those years. 

 

For that dash represents all the time they spent  

alive on earth and now only those who loved them  

know what that little line is worth. 

For it matters not, how much we own,  

the cars…the house…the cash.  

 What matters is how we lived and loved  

and how we spend our dash. 

 

So, think about this long and hard;  

are there things you’d like to change?   

For you never know how much time is left  

that still can be rearranged. 

 

To be less quick to anger and show appreciation 

 more and love the people in our lives  

like we’ve never loved before. 

If we treat each other with respect  

and more often wear a smile… 

remembering that this special dash  

might only last a little while. 

So, when your eulogy is being read,  

with your life’s actions to rehash, would you  

be proud of the things they say about  

how you lived your dash? 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 

Obituary 
       

James Michael Henderson was born on July 30, 1946, 
in Winnsboro. TX, to parents James Woodman Hender-
son and Wanda Teresa Coursey Henderson. He was 
raised in Winnsboro where he graduated from high 
school. Michael was married for over 30 years to 
Mable Diane Henderson. While married, he and Mable 
lived in various places while serving his country in the 
United States Air Force. Mable preceded him in death 
in 1997. Michael met Cheryl Ann Mitchell through his 
sister in 1998. They danced the night away the first 
time they met and later married on November 20, 
1999, in Seagoville at Shadow Creek Ranch. Michael 
worked in downtown Dallas for over 35 years as a 
commercial building engineer. He later retired and was 
employed by the City of Terrell for 8 years joking that 
he “made tall grass short”. Michael always told stories 
of his childhood with his East Texas family and his be-
loved uncle Sonny and aunt Francis. He enjoyed the 
outdoors and loved to go fishing on Lake Tawakoni 
where he and Cheryl lived.  
 
James is survived by his wife, Cheryl Henderson of Wills 
Point, TX; sister, Teresa Henderson Hodges; brother, Jim-
my Kyle Henderson and wife Jody; daughter, Heather 
Degohey and husband Steve; son, Jeremy W. Hender-
son and wife Janice; step-daughter, Angela Zambro 
and son Stephon W. Casler; ten grandchildren and nu-
merous family other family and friends that he loved so 
dearly.  
 
Michael passed away on Sunday, July 31, 2022, at his 
home.  


