Remembering the life of....

Marlys Keen, 88, of West Fargo, died on July 2, 2020 at Eventide Sheyenne
Crossings.

Marlys Jeannine Keffeler was born on February 28, 1932 to Benjamin and
Frances (Larson) Keffeler in Dickinson, ND, where she graduated from high school.

She and her family then moved to Hamilton, MT, where she was asked to be
church pianist, choir, and Sunday School teacher by Marvin L. Keen, a young intern
pastor, to whom she later became engaged! They were married in Hamilton on July
6, 1952. While Marvin finished seminary, Marlys attended Capital University in
Columbus, OH.

After Rev. Marvin's ordination in 1954, they lived in several different places
while he served parishes in the states of Illinois, Montana, Missouri, and North
Dakota, including Horace Lutheran and Salem Lutheran Churches in Horace, and
Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Fargo. They built new parsonages in many of these
places and Marlys was always willing to serve as church organist, pianist, secretary,
choir member, and even choir director when needed. She was also active in Ladies
Aid circles of those churches.

Marlys was an avid photographer, she saw beauty in everything she saw and was
able to capture that beauty through her lens. She was a trained vocalist and
flautist. Marlys's voice was beautiful - she could easily be heard in church singing
hymns as well as many other places, if there was music playing, she was singing
along.  She and Marvin eventually retired in Fargo. Marlys lived at Eventide
Crossings for several years. She enjoyed the social activities and made many
friendships.

The family wishes to thank all the staff at Sheyenne Crossing and hospice for
assisting her with having a fulfilled life during her active years and comfortable end
to her life.

Marlys is survived by her children, Jeannine (Jim) Wilcox, Buffalo, ND, Dan
(Loretta) Graham-Keen, Ames, IA, Ramona (Jerome) Gunderson, Thompson, ND,
and Sharon (Scott) Wellendorf, Independence, MO; ten grandchildren, Tara,
Tanya, Emily, Rebecca, Jana, Corinna, Jamie, Jordan, Macy, and lan; [0 great-
grandchildren, Will, Henry, James, Nicholas, Thomas, Cora, Lewis, Clara, Hannah,
and Alden; and a sister, Michelle Cobb, San Diego, CA.

She was preceded in death by her husband Marvin; a son,

Ben Keen; a granddaughter, Sarah Gunderson; her
parents, and her brother, Douglas Keffeler. E%’[
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COMFORT

IN EVERYBODY’S GARDEN
A LITTLE RAIN MUST FALL
OR LIFE'S SWEETEST
FAIREST FLOWERS,
WOULDN'T GROW
AND BLOOM AT ALL.
AND THOUGH THE
CLOUDS HANG HEAVY,
#° SO HEAVY.
£ OH! MY FRIEND,
I’'M SURE THAT GOD

WHO SENDS THE SHOWER
WILL SEND THE RAINBOW’S END.

The family wishes to express their appreciation for your
kindness and support during this difficult time.

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF
MARLYS KEEN
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FUNERAL SERVICE
West Funeral Home

West Fargo, North Dakota
Monday, July 13, 2020 - 10:30 a.m.

OFFICIANT
The Rev. Tim Stoa
Bethlehem Lutheran Church - Fargo, ND

READERS
Jana Martin - Obituary
Becky Mace - Scripture
Mace Wellendorf - Scripture

RECORDED MUSIC
“Jealous of the Angels” - Donna Taggart
“On Eagles Wings” - Josh Groban
“The Prayer” - Josh Groban

CASKET BEARERS
Marlys's Grandchildren

Tara Tindall Tanya Colletti

Emily Marthalar Rebecca Mace

Jana Martin Macy Wellendorf

Jordan Martzahl lan Wellendorf

Corinna Keen Jamie Keen
INTERMENT

Horace Lutheran Cemetery  Horace, ND




