
Remembering the life of…. 
 

   Irene Melander, 94, Fargo, ND died on Friday, Dec. 21, 2018 at 
Sanford on Broadway, Fargo surrounded by her loving family. 

   Ida Irene Ohnstad was born Dec. 7, 1924 at Argusville, ND the eldest 
of three sisters to Severin and Ida (Ziegler) Ohnstad. She attended 
country school and graduated from high school in Argusville. Irene 
attended business school in Fargo before starting a job with the IRS. 
She married James Melander on Dec. 1, 1951 at Grace Lutheran Church 
in Fargo. They made their home near Argusville where they farmed 
until buying their own farm near Gardner, ND in 1957. Irene was active 
in the farm along side her husband. She was a member of the home-
maker’s club, American Legion Auxiliary and served as a 4H leader. 
Irene and Jim wintered in Arizona a few years before Jim passed away 
in 1987.  

   She moved into Fargo where she volunteered her time with Lutheran 
Social Services, becoming known as the “Curtain Lady” for furnishing 
and installing curtains in the apartments of recently arrived refugees. 
She maintained a scrapbook of photos of all the families that she helped 
and kept in touch with them, assisting them when help was needed. She 
also volunteered at MeritCare and became active in her church. The last 
few years, Irene lived at One Oak Place, Eventide of Fargo and most 
recently at Touchmark at Harwood Groves. 

   Irene’s family wishes to extend appreciation to the staff and caregiv-
ers at Touchmark for their skill and kindness while she resided there 
for the past year.  

   She is survived by three children, Marlin (Denise) of Chesterfield, VA, 
Jane Melander of Moorhead, MN and Kevin (Kimberly) of Moorhead, 
MN; four grandchildren, Jennifer (Deepak) Keshwani, Samuel Meland-
er, Kaleb and Kade Melander; two sisters, Gladys Rust of West Fargo 
and Darlene (Calvin) Senechal of Bloomington, MN; and many nieces 
and nephews. 

   Irene was preceded in death by her parents Severin & Ida and her 
husband, Jim. 
 

In lieu of flowers, donations  
appreciated to Grace Lutheran Church,  
Grace Lutheran School, Lutheran Social  

Services or a charity of your choice. IIINNN   LLLOVINGOVINGOVING   MMMEMORYEMORYEMORY   
   

In Loving Memory 



 A New Journey  
Begins 

 

There is a place I’ve never 
seen beyond this world we 
know, a place I’ve only 
heard of but someday  
hope to go - It’s not on  

any map, there are no  
roads to take me there,  

but it’s a place of perfect  
peace where hearts are free from care. 
And though I understand some may be  
saddened when I leave, one day, we all  
meet again-  that’s what I believe… 

 

When it’s time to travel there, I think I’ll  
wear a smile, I’ll say good-bye to those I love,  

but only for a while, knowing there are  
others who have traveled there alone,  
who cannot wait to greet me and to  

whisper “welcome home.” 
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