
Remembering the life of…. 
 
Shirley Ann Johnson, 84, West Fargo, ND died on Sunday, June 4, 2023, in her home under 
the care of Hospice of the Red River Valley and surrounded by her family. 
 
Shirley Johnson was born on April 25, 1939, in Valley City, ND to Clarence and Laura 

(Guck) Bistodeau. In 1943, her family moved to Fargo, ND. She attended St. Mary’s 

Catholic School in Fargo. In 1952, her family returned to Valley City, ND and Shirley 

attended St. Catherine’s Catholic School. Shirley married Elvin Johnson on April 25, 1956. 

Shirley and Elvin enjoyed 64 years of marriage and raised their seven children in Page, 

ND. In the early years of their marriage, Shirley and Elvin were a working farm couple at 

the Hartley Stock Farm in Page. In 1959, they moved to a farm a few miles east of Page 

and farmed for themselves until 1967. In 1963, they also purchased a water well drilling 

service and Shirley helped with the running of the business until 1975. In 1968, Shirley 

and Elvin moved a house and their family into the city of Page. In addition to the more 

than full job as a homemaker caring for seven children, Shirley also worked at the Page 

Cafe  for several years. In 1996, Shirley and Elvin took over mowing the St. James Catholic 

Cemetery in Page. In 2006, they took on the entire Page Cemetery, which they did until 

2015. Elvin preceded her in death in October of 2020 and Shirley moved to West Fargo, 

ND at that time.  

Shirley loved spending time with family and was always planning some big event to get 

everyone together. In addition to holidays, milestone events such as birthdays and 

anniversaries, there were also many family camping, fishing, and hunting excursions. 

Shirley loved to cook, bake, and she always had something special on the menu that 

everyone looked forward to. Shirley adored her grandchildren and her great-

grandchildren, and they adored her. She always attended their birthday parties, 

confirmations, graduations, and any other life events. She loved attending as many of 

their sporting events as possible. Since moving to West Fargo in 2020, she was always on 

the go with family and often had a full social calendar. In their retirement years, Shirley 

and Elvin also enjoyed working in their yard, gardening, camping, and fishing together. 

They spent several winters in Texas in their 5th wheel camper or an apartment. They also 

took several driving trips around the country to visit family and other places such as 

California, Yellowstone National Park, Grand Tetons, Grand Canyon, New Orleans, 

Branson, MO, the Kentucky Derby and even into Mexico. They also enjoyed their trip to 

Hawaii.  

Shirley is survived by her children: Jeffery (Dorren) of Moorhead, MN, Ivy Savageau of 

Glyndon, MN, Sandy (Gene) Smith of West Fargo, ND, Barry (Sherry) of West Fargo, ND, 

Sherry (Todd) Steffen of Cooperstown, ND, daughter-in-law Kim Johnson of West Fargo, 

ND; seventeen grandchildren and twenty-six great-grandchildren; sister, Carol Bieber of 

Devils Lake, ND, brother Steve (Jane) Bissel of Washington House Court, OH, brother-in-

law Glenn (Carmen) Johnson of West Fargo, ND, and many nieces and nephews.   

Shirley was preceded in death by her husband; Elvin, children; Rodney and Randy, 

parents; Clarence and Laura; stepfather; Alvin Fenno, brothers; Jerry 

Bistodeau and Stanley Bissel. 



All of Shirley

God looked around his garden  

And found an empty place. 

He then looked down  

upon the earth  

And saw your tired face. 

He put his arms around you  

And lifted you to rest. 

God’s garden must be beautiful  

He always takes the best. 

He knew you were suffering,  

He knew that you were in pain. 

He knew that you would never  

Get well on earth again. 

He saw the road was getting rough  

And the hills were hard to climb. 

He closed your weary eyelids 

And whispered, “Peace Be Thine.” 

It broke our hearts to lose you,  

But you didn’t go alone. 

Part of us went with you  

The day God called you home. 

The family wishes to express their appreciation for your  

kindness and support during this difficult time.  Please join 

them for lunch and fellowship immediately after the service. 

Shirley Johnson 
 

† 
 

Funeral Service 
West Funeral Home 

Casselton, North Dakota 
Friday, June 9, 2023 - 10:00 a.m. 

 

Officiant 
Pastor Allen Campbell 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church - Page, North Dakota 
 

Special Reading 
Sarah Matthews 

 

Music 
Tony Baasch, soloist 

 “The Garden” “On Eagle’s Wings”    
“Let There Be Peace On Earth” 

 Joni Lordeman, pianist 
 

Pallbearers 

Mike Johnson, Rob Gunderson, Mitch Johnson,  

Rick Johnson, Donny Jones 

 

Honorary Pallbearers 

All of Shirley’s Grandchildren and Great-Grandchildren 
 

 

Interment 
Page Cemetery               Page, ND 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

S 

H 

I 

R 

L 

E 

Y 

 

J 

O 

H 

N 

S 

O 

N 


