Remembering the life of....

John D. Zeller, 73, Jamestown, ND, passed away on Wednesday, September 14, 2022 at the
Sanford Intensive Care Unit, Fargo ND. John D. Zeller was born in Bismarck, ND on April 27,
1944 to Reuben H. and Lilian Margaret Zeller. John grew up in Carson ND. He graduated from
Carson High School in 1967. After graduation he attended two years at Dickinson State College
majoring in music. John was drafted into the Army in 1970 serving in Virginia and Alaska in the
214th United States Army Band. Following his service, John obtained his associates degree in
liberal arts from Bismarck Junior College.

He met Barbara Reinke and they were married August 13, 1976. Together they had one
daughter, Alanna Zeller. They were divorced in 1996.

John lived and worked in Bismarck as an upholstery apprentice for Jensen’s Upholstery. In
1976 he moved back to Carson where he owned and operated his own upholstery business,
Zeller’s Upholstery. In 1977 he worked part time for Grant County ACSC as a fieldsman. John
closed his business in 1982 and started working for Rain and Hail Insurance as a crop
adjuster. John maintained dual residency, in Carson and Jamestown ND to accommodate his
work. John lived primarily in Jamestown from Z00& until his death.

John was a lover of music. He was a talented musician, playing the clarinet in school as well as
for the U.S. Army. He was a collector as well, amassing over 2000 vinyl record albums over
his lifetime. When vinyl went out of style, he moved into cassette and compact discs. He
enjoyed attending concerts with his daughter, nephew Steven, and good friends. He always had
music playing wherever he was.

John was an active member of his community in Carson. He was a member of the American
Legion for 50 years, during which time he served as post commander from 1980 through
1995, active in the Lions International Club, a member of the ND Parks and Recreation
Association and the Carson Park Board, and a member of the volunteer fire department.

Every year John made it to Carson for the Grant County State World Fair. He participated in
honor guard ceremonies and marched in the parade for many years. He was a fierce friend,
and you could always count on John for a great story and his trademark witty, dry sense of
humor.

Growing up John spent much time with grandpa, Ted Zeller and Ted’s wife, Alma, fishing, hunt-
ing, and camping; passion he shared with family and friends through his adult life.

In August, 2022, John was diagnosed with lung cancer. In September he was admitted to
Sanford hospital and passed away due to medical complications related to his illness.

John is survived by his daughter: Alanna Zeller (Brady Laub) of West Fargo. Three winey
sisters; twins Kathleen Ripplinger (Pete) of Billings, MT and Christine Zeller of Mandan, and
Julie McCabe (Randy) of Bismarck; five nieces and nephews: Melissa Ripplinger, Dawn
Ripplinger, Steven Zeller, Jamie McCabe and Jason McCabe; and one grand-nephew: Kiernan
Ripplinger, two cousins in London, England, Sally Garrett and Robert Villars, one cousin in
Virginia, Joyce Hooks, and his many friends. CW
John was preceded in death by his parents, his grandpa and Alma, his E %UC%%%[

aunts and uncles from England and Virginia and one cousin Janice.
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Death Is Not the End
By Bob Dylan

When you're sad and when you're lonely

and you haven’t got a friend

Just remember that death is not the end
And all that you’ve held sacred

falls down and does not mend

Just remember that death

is not the end

When you're standing at the cross-
roads that you cannot comprehend
Just remember that death is not the end
And all your dreams have vanished and you
don’t know what’s up the bend

Just remember that death is not the end.

When the storm clouds gather ‘round you and heavy rains descend
Just remember that death is not the end

And there’s no one there to comfort you with a helpin’ hand to lend
Just remember that death is not the end.

Oh, the tree of life is growing where the spirit never dies
And the bright light of salvation shines in dark and empty skies.

When the cities are on fire with the burning flesh of men
Just remember death is not the end
And you search in vein to find just one law-abiding citizen
Just remember death is not the end.
Not the end, not the end.

Celebrating the life of

JOUN “JZ~ ZELLER

MEMORIAL SERVICE
St. Johns Lutheran Church

Carson, North Dakota
Friday, September 23, 2022 - 10 a.m.

Officiant
Pastor Bethany Haberstroh

Music
Tana Zimmerman, pianist
“Amazing Grace”
“Be Not Afraid”
Recorded Music
“Spirit In The Sky” by Norman Greenbaum

Honorary Urn Bearers
Steve Klein ~ Bob Heinz ~ Dave Redman

Ben Schaff ~ Doyle Pfliiger
American Legion Post # 45 Members
And his many friends

Final Resting Place
ND Veterans Cemetery Mandan, ND




