
Remembering the life of…. 
 

Russell C. Strand, 76, of Amenia, ND, passed away Sunday, May 29, 
2022, at Bethany on University in Fargo from complications of lung 
cancer. 
 
Russell Clair Strand was born January 2, 1946, at Union Hospital, 
Mayville, ND to Clarence and Judith (Thuen) Strand sharing his 
birthday with his mother.  He attended school in Amenia, graduat-
ing in 1964 and resided on the family farm in rural Amenia. 
 
Russ had various jobs throughout his life from carpentry, farm hand 
and cashier at Petro in Casselton, ND.  He also co-owned the Amenia 
Bar and Grill from 1995 – 2008, where everyone enjoyed Russy 
burgers. 
 
Russ liked to fish and made the Dakota Magazine in 1989, with his 
9lb 12oz walleye caught at Devils Lake, ND.  Russ and Claudia loved 
camping and spent the past several years at Buffalo Lake 
Campground in Rochert, MN, where several friendships were made. 
 
Russ is survived by his life partner of 40 years, Claudia Gebeke; sib-
lings:  David (Ardell) Strand of Amenia,  Duane (Sandy) Strand, John 
(Christy) Strand all of Fargo,  Paul (Francie) Strand, Steven (Dawn) 
Strand all of Casselton, and Eileen Strand of West Fargo; seventeen 
nieces and nephews: Jeff, Mark, Gary, Richard (Darci), Doug 
(Colleen), Matt, Bryan, Angie (Chuck Lehmann), Kerry (Michelle), 
Casey (Stephanie), Robert, Melanie, Craig, Heather, Amy King, Eric 
(Ashley) King, Kara (Mikal) Ihry; fifteen great-nieces and nephews. 
 
He was preceded in death by his parents; brother Harlan; great-
nephew Brennen, also his beloved chocolate labs Buster and Sadie.  



I’m Free 

Don’t grieve for me,  
for now I’m free! 
I’m following the path  
God laid for me. 
I took His hand when 
 I heard Him call. 
I turned my back and left it 
all. I could not stay another 
day To laugh, to love,  

to work or play.                      
tasks left undone  

must stay that way,     
      I found my peace at the end of day. 

If my parting has left a void, 
Then fill it with remembered joy- 

A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss, 
Oh yes, these things I too will miss. 

But be not burdened with times of sorrow. 
I wish for you the sunshine of tomorrow! 
My life’s been full, I’ve savored much- 

             Good friends, good times, 
      a loved one’s touch. 

Perhaps my time seemed  
all too brief don’t  
try to lengthen it  
with undue grief. 
Lift up your heart 
 and share with me.     
God wanted me.  
He set me free! 

 

 

 

“That’s all I got!” 
 

The family wishes to express their appreciation for your  

kindness and support during this difficult time.  Please join  

them for fellowship immediately following the service. 

 

† 
 

Funeral Service 

West Funeral Home Chapel 

Casselton, North Dakota 

Thursday, June 2, 2022 - 11 a.m. 

 

Rev. Mike Jacobson 
Rev. Keith Walka 

 

“I Love To Tell The Story” - Alan Jackson 
“You Raise Me Up” - Josh Groban 

“When We All Get To Heaven” - Alan Jackson 

 

All of Russ’s Nieces and Nephews 

 
Final Interment 

Amenia Cemetery             Amenia, North Dakota 

 

 

 

 
 

You are all invited to join Russ’s family at Pit 88      
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