
Celebration of Life and Legacy of
Mrs. Willie Estella Barber Ward

Sunrise September 23, 1927 Sunset August 22, 2021

Saturday, September 4, 2021 at 2:00 PM

Joe’s Branch Free Will Baptist Church
9432 NC Highway 43 South

Vanceboro, NC 28586

Reverend Geneva Shy, Pastor/Officiant
Reverend Gwendolyn M. Brooks, Eulogist



Minister Mercedes Fornay, Lic. Funeral Director
Order of Service

Prelude

Processional

Selection………………………………………………………………………………JBC Choir

Scripture Reading
Old Testament ~ Psalm 23:1-6……………………………….…….Apostle Earl Shy, Sr.

New Testament ~ I Corinthians 15:51-58……………….…....Prophetess Felecia Pretty
Prayer of Comfort…………………………………………………….…...Pastor John Robinson

Solo……………………………………………...…………….…….… Prophetess Felecia Pretty
Tributes………………...….………………………………….…....…...(Limit 2 Minutes, please)

Apostle Linster Strayhorn, III
Mr. Elbert Lawrence

Pastor Claude Willis, III
Pastor Kendell Simmons

Acknowledgements/Resolutions………………………………………….Ms. Jessie Mae Dudley

Obituary……………………………….Soft Music…………………………….…Silent Reading

Solo……………………………………………...………………….……….Ms. Jasmine Bridges

Eulogy………………………………………………………….Reverend Gwendolyn M. Brooks
Mortician’s Brief………………….….MERCEDES’ Funeral Mansion & Cremation Services

Recessional

Committal & Interment
Tuesday, September 7, 2021 at 2:00 PM

Coastal Carolina State Veterans Cemetery
110 Montford Point Road

Jacksonville, North Carolina 28540



~ OBITUARY ~

“I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth there
is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me

at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.” II Timothy
4:7-8

Willie Estella Barber Ward, affectionately known as “Pon-G” aka “Baby Cake” was born on
September 23, 1927 in Onslow County, North Carolina. She was the baby of 10 children born
to Ceaser C. Barber and Harriett Jones Barber. She departed this earthly life on August 22,
2021, at Carolina East Medical Center Hospital in New Bern, North Carolina.

At an early age because of her love for the Lord she accepted Christ as her personal Lord and
Savior and joined White Oak Missionary Baptist Church in Maysville, North Carolina. Where
she served faithfully in the church and was the President of the Senior Choir at White Oak
Missionary Baptist Church. After church on Sundays she, and her husband the late Reverend
James Ward, would visit the sick and shut in their homes and at the local hospital. She was
faithful to anything that she set her sights on. She later joined and became the Mother of the
Church at Virgin Hill Missionary Baptist Church. Willie was also instrumental in famous
entertainment coming to the community, to name a few, Reverend Shirley Caesar, Mighty
Clouds of Joy, and the Five Blind Boys.

Willie grew up in the Belgrade Community and was educated in the Jones County public
school system. Upon graduating at the age of 15 years old she went on to pursue her education
at Shaw University in Raleigh, North Carolina. She later attended a Beauty School in
Washington, DC to become a Cosmetologist. Upon her return to Maysville, James Ward asked
for her hand in marriage. On August 3, 1948, James Ward and Willie Barber were married in
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina. Out of their union three children was born, one son, Willie
James, two daughters, Bobbie Estherlinea and Julia Estella. One adopted baby girl, Ulandia
“Shorn”  Brooks.

Willie was the epitome of a strong black woman, she was educated, a mover and shaker, a
political activist, leader, visionary, and a mother to more kids than she actually birthed. In the
community she was a trailblazer and a force to be reckoned with. Willie loved all people and
had the gift of helping. She believed in her community and the people that lived in it, and she
wanted to uplift her community. Willie was a visionary, and a lot of her visions came to
fruition. She was instrumental in putting together the first Christmas Day Parade in Maysville,
with Gary  Dean, the News Anchor, as the Grand Marshall of the Parade.

Willie knew people from all walks of life, and she capitalized on her friendships and
connections to create huge memories, successful events, and major milestones. The Center, as
a lot of the community people called it was the daycare, summer lunch program, summer jobs,
and the workstation for a lot of her witty ideas. She found funding to help families that needed



home improvements and some still had outhouses in which she helped to get bathrooms
installed in
their homes. Willie may have had roots from Harriet Tubman. She even helped runaways to
find their way back home to the safety of their families. During the Clinton Administration, she
received a prestigious honor of The Outstanding Community Service Award for all the hard
work she did in the community.

She was preceded in death by her late husband Reverend James Lawrence Ward “the apple of
her eye” of 53 years, son, Willie James Ward, and daughter, Mrs. Bobbie Ward Brooks.

She leaves to cherish her legacy, two daughters Julia Ward (and son Gyasi) of the home, and
Ulandia “Shorn” Brooks of Jacksonville, Florida, six grandchildren, ten great-grandchildren,
one great-great grand; one brother-in-law Joe Louis Strayhorn (Sandra) of Raleigh, North
Carolina; sister-in-law Sally Strayhorn, Cove City, North Carolina; and a host of nieces,
nephew, relatives, and friends.

The Final Flight

Don't grieve for me, for now I'm free,
I'm following the path God laid for me.
I took His hand when I heard Him call,

I turned my back and left it all.

I could not stay another day,
To laugh, to love, to work or play.

Tasks left undone must stay that way,
I’ve found that peace at the end of the day.

If my parting has left a void,
Then fill it with remembered joy.

A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss,
Ah yes, these things too I will miss.

Be not burdened with times of sorrow,
I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow.
My life's been full, I savored much,

Good friends, good times, a loved one' touch.

Perhaps my time seemed all too brief,
Don't lengthen it now with undue grief.
Lift up your heart and share with me,
God wanted me now, He set me free.

(Author Unknown)

“Out of Here”
Pon
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