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Always There 
 

When you remember me, 

Please do not weep. 

My body may not be there. 

It has chosen to sleep. 

I'm not that far away. 

My soul lives on, 

Looking down, watching over 

You and everyone. 

And when you feel sad 

And life seems so blue,  

Just remember 

That my spirit has its arms around you. 

And on those special days, 

Times that you wish I could see, 

That cool breeze flowing past you... 

Well, that will be me, 

So don't be sad. 

Have no fear. 

God has taken me under His wings, 

But I'll always be near. 

I still watch you 

Every minute, every day. 

My love and soul are with you, 

And that's where they will stay.  
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Order of Service 
 

  
Processional……………………………………...Clergy and Family 

 

Selection ………………………………………….………..Yael Hilton  

 

Scripture Reading:  

 

Old Testament……………………………………...Morreo Greene 

  

New Testament……………………………………..Morreo Greene  

                                         

Prayer of Comfort .......................................Morreo Greene  

                   

Selection…………………………………………………....Yael Hilton  

 

Acknowledgements & Obituary……………..…..Linda McRae  

 

Selection…………………………………………………....Yael Hilton  

 

Eulogy ...................................................Pastor Larry Hilton 

 

Selection…………………………………………“Let Me Go Home” 

   

Recessional 

 

 
 

 

The Obituary 
 

Thelma was born on Monday the 19th of December 1949 to Coleman Ree and 
Carrie Lee Peterson. She was the first child of their union.  
 

The family lived in Hoke County North Carolina in the Scurlock area. Thelma 
attended the single room classroom White Oak Elementary and then Scurlock 
Elementary before moving on to Upchurch High School which at the time was 
the high school for black students during segregation.  
 

Thelma quit school in the 9th grade and entered the workforce. In 1969 at the 
age of 19 she suffered a tragic accident while doing yard work that resulted in 
her losing her right eye. Less than a year later she would give birth to her first 
child Deana Anne. They would grow to be more than mother and daughter 
they would become best friends. They lived in Raeford and she worked                
various jobs. In 1976 Thelma gave birth to her only son, William. Later in 
1978 she moved her family to Fayetteville in search of better opportunities. 
Early 1978 she would find out that she was pregnant with her 3rd child, 
Cusheena Shante. This pregnancy may have actually saved her life. The           
accident that had taken her eye was causing pressure to build around her brain. 
Without this pregnancy this may have never been discovered in time. Sheena 
was her miracle baby. Thelma always had her roots in the church and in the 
1980's she rededicated her life to the lord and vowed to take a closer walk 
with Jesus which she did. She attended The Evangelical House of God in 
Spring Lake from it's earliest of days under the guidance of Bishop Juanita 
Troy and her husband Bishop Aaron Troy. Thelma worked tirelessly alongside 
a handful of other dedicated members organizing Saturday morning donut 
sales to help with the church building fund effort. She went on to join and 
eventually head the missionary board. While attending Thelma met Glenwood 
Edwards of the Harmony Five gospel group. They married in 1985 in Dillon 
SC in a small private service. Glenwood passed away in 2001. As a promise to 
her children and a show of good faith and dedication Thelma went back to 
school to finish up her education at Fayetteville Technical College obtaining 
her GED. After years of working odd jobs to make ends meet and now with 
her children grown her educational goals were squarely in sight. She enrolled 
in college classes and started a new career as a paraprofessional at the New 
Destinations Mental Care facility for adults. She loved her clients just as she 
loved her family and they loved her just as much in return. Thelma continued 
to attend church in Spring Lake up until she had a stroke a few years back and 
she was no longer able to make it. Thelma had many hobbies and interests 
from traveling and collecting souvenir shot glasses that reminded you of 
where she's been, to spending time with her grandkids at the Disney theme 
parks. She was always well known and sought after for her homemade cakes. 
For over 15 years she has been an active member of the Red Hat Society, Inc. 
These ladies were not only her friends and travel partners but they were her 
sisters that she loved and cherished every moment she got to enjoy with them. 
 

Thelma passed away on Sunday July 7, 2019 in the Reid Heart Center at 
Moore Regional Hospital in Pinehurst North Carolina.  
 
She was preceded in death by her late husband, Glenwood Edwards; her eldest 
daughter, Deana Blanford and her grandson, William Keshawn.  
 
Thelma is survived by her son, William Peterson and his children, Jasmine 
and Terrell Peterson; by her daughter in law, Tawanda; her daughter, 
Cusheena McRae and her husband, James III and their children, Ashira and 
James IV. Deana's daughters, JaMya Blanford and Lily Timothy and her          
husband Jerome who gave Thelma four beautiful great grandchildren. Thelma 
has four siblings, Carrie Neal (Joe), Coleman Peterson, Albert Peterson and 
Brenda Peterson. Her Goddaughter, Kimberly Johnson and a host of aunts, 
uncles, nieces and nephews and extended family. All she loved dearly.  

 
 

Warning  
 

When I am an old woman I shall wear purple 
With a red hat which doesn't go, and doesn't suit me. 

And I shall spend my pension on brandy and summer gloves 
And satin sandals, and say we've no money for butter. 

I shall sit down on the pavement when I'm tired 
And gobble up samples in shops and press alarm bells 

And run my stick along the public railings 
And make up for the sobriety of my youth. 

I shall go out in my slippers in the rain 
And pick flowers in other people's gardens 

And learn to spit. 
 

You can wear terrible shirts and grow more fat 
And eat three pounds of sausages at a go 

Or only bread and pickle for a week 
And hoard pens and pencils and beermats and things in boxes. 

 
But now we must have clothes that keep us dry 

And pay our rent and not swear in the street 
And set a good example for the children. 

We must have friends to dinner and read the papers. 
 

But maybe I ought to practice a little now? 
So people who know me are not too shocked and surprised 

When suddenly I am old, and start to wear purple.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 


