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May I GO 
Do you think the time is right?                                                                                                                      

Do you say good-bye to pain filled days and endless lonely nights?                                                    

I’ve lived my life and done my best; an example I tried to be,                                                                 

So can I take that step beyond and set my spirit free?                                                                          

I didn’t want to go at first; I fought with all my might;                                                                            

But, something seems to draw me now; to a warm light.                                                                                    

I want to go, I really do; it’s difficult to stay;                                                                                              

But I will try as best I can to live just one more day.                                                                               

To give you time to care for me, and share your love and fears.                                                               

I know you’ve sad and are afraid, because I see your tears.                                                                          

I’ll not be far, I promise that and hope you’ll always know                                                                               

That my spirit will be close to you, wherever you may go.                                                                  

Thank you for loving me, you know I love you too;                                                                                       

that’s why it’s hard to say goodbye and end this life with you.                                                                    

So hold me close just one more time, and let hear you say;                                                                          

Because, you love me so much, you’ll let me go today. 

No tears, be happy for the time we had. 



A day of celebration 

Today is not a sad day                                                                                   
But a day of celebration.                                                                            

Your physical body is laying here                                                                  
But your soul is in a heavenly nation. 

The joy that you gave to us                                                                           
Will always be in our hearts.                                                                       

For that same and very reason,                                                                     
Our Spirits are never apart. 

As today we celebrate                                                                               
Your trip to Glory.                                                                                         

We thank the Almighty God                                                                        
For you and your story. 

Mom 

Until we meet again, 
Rodney 



Labertha “Brown” Wiley was born on July 9, 1927 to Isom and Gillis 
Brown (both deceased) in Grand Junction, Tennessee. She professed 
a hope in Christ at an early age and attended the Old Bethel M.B. 
Church.  The family eventually moved to Bolivar, Tennessee, where 
she matriculated from the Hardeman County School System (Allen 
White High School). 

As a young woman, while visiting her grandmother and aunt, she 
married Franklin Sims of Aberdeen, Mississippi. To that union, one 
child was born (Marvin). After moving back to Bolivar, Tennessee, 
she eventually married Augustus Howard and relocated to Chicago, 
Illinois. To this union, another child was born (Rodney). 

In 1973, she moved back to Hardeman County and worked for the 
State of Tennessee Department of Mental Health, until she retired. 
She was also a gifted hair stylist and dress maker. 

After some years had passed, she rekindled a romance with one of 
her childhood sweethearts, and eventually married Rayphield Wiley 
of Whiteville, Tennessee. 

Many people bid her farwell including two sons Marvin Sims (Fran) 
of Santa Clarita, California and Rodney Howard (Evonne) of    
Memphis Tennessee; two grandsons, Curtis and Bruce Sims, two 
great grandsons, two great granddaughters, and three great great 
grandchildren; a host of cousins and friends. 

“”Those we love don’t go away. They walk beside us every day;       
unseen, unheard, but always near; so loved, so missed, so very dear.” 
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