
 

Celebration of the Amazing Life  
of 

Brenda Elizabeth Poplar 
“Oh What a Joy” 

December 17, 1960 - September 3, 2020 

I Lived My Best Life 
Wonderful Wife, Faithful First Lady, Magical Mother, 

Darling Daughter, Sweet Sister, Amazing Aunt,  
Strong Solider, & Fun-Filled Fabulous Friend to so Many  

 

Scripture:  Psalm 30:11 
Thou hast turned for me my mourning into dancing: 

thou hast put off my sackcloth, 
and girded me with gladness  

 

 

Graveside Service 
 

Friday, September 11, 2020 
@ 11:00 AM CDT 

Mt. Zion Cemetery 
Saulsbury, Tennessee 

 
     Pastor Terry Lenn Poplar, Eulogist 

     Ebenezer Baptist Church, Toone,  



 

Real Love 

A Love Letter to Brenda Elizabeth Poplar 
 

I loved you so much that I did not know how much you meant to me.  

I got so busy - I tried to make you happy until I had to stop and realize that I 
had to show you how much I really loved you. 

I found out that love is powerful and stronger than anything that a man can 
have – you have left me with a hole in my heart and it hurt me so bad that I 

don’t have the words to describe it. 

Love is like a pillar of fire, I loved the way you walked, the way you talked, the 
way you looked, and the way you loved me back! 

Your eyes were big, bright and so pretty that it lit up any room you entered.  I 
thank God that you came my way for a season,  

but it was not long enough.  

You set my heart on fire when I looked into your eyes 

You gave me a push that I did not know I had  

You were an amazing woman. 

You turned our house into a home with love in every room.  

I could see, feel and touch your presence  

wherever I would go within our home. 

I love you with all my heart, my soul, my mind!  

I will never forget you my love, no matter how long I live.  

You will always be in my heart. I could go on and on  

but there would not be enough paper to convey my thoughts 

I really loved you – 

 you will be missed around here – sleep on my love  

May God bless you  

Your husband – Terry Poplar 

 



 

 



 

The Heart Good-Bye 
My dearly beloved Mother 

Saying good-bye to you  
is by far the hardest thing I ever experienced in my lifetime,  

maybe it’s hard because I’m saying good-bye to more than just my mom,  
I’m saying good-bye to “THE BEST”,  

my listening ear, my shoulder to lean on, most of all my protector. 
When I say protector – I do not mean in a physical sense. 

I mean my protector from any form of evil  
that intentions are to destroy or deter me from my goals. 

Coping with this loss seems darn near impossible  
and healing from your departure has become my goal  

for the present and future. I will find PEACE  
once I grasp the fact my protector has not left me at all,  

you have only transitioned from the physical form  
and if you protect me from above 

like you did here on earth,  
I am more than positive that everything will be just fine 

I Love You!!!  

     

Your Loving Son, Mario         

                     

 

 



 

“Formation & Celebration of Life Service Detail” 
*Military Acknowledgement – United States Army 

Command & Attention  
Folding and Presentation of the United States Flag 

 
*Opening Prayer  

 
*Musical Selection  

Pastor Melvin Bufford  
 

*Scripture Reading - Old Testament 
Pastor David Lee Perry, Sr. 

 
 *Scripture Reading - New Testament 

Pastor Robert D. Poplar 
 

*Musical Selection “Holy Spirit Fall Down On Me”  
Jessica Ellison, Ebenezer Baptist Church 

 
*Expressions of Love  

Family & Friends (Please Limit to Five Minutes) 
 

*Reading of Poem – “First” 
   Written by Carolyn J. Joy, Sister 
 

*Musical Selection  
David Lee Perry, Jr. 

 
*Eulogy 

Pastor Terry Lenn Poplar, Husband  
 

*Closing Prayer 
 

Balloon Release by Nieces and Nephews 
 



 

OBITUARY 

Life’s Wonderful Journey 

Brenda Elizabeth (Joy) Poplar 
 
Brenda Elizabeth (Joy) Poplar entered into this life on December 17, 1960, 
the fifth of thirteen children born to the late Mr. Eugene Joy, Sr. and Mrs. 
Earline (Horton) Joy in Bolivar, Tennessee. She was joined in holy 
matrimony with Mr. Terry Lenn Poplar on December 31, 2013, the senior 
pastor of Ebenezer Missionary Baptist Church, as her vows stated – until 
death do us part. She departed this life on September 3, 2020 and went 
home to be with our Heavenly Father at 5:30 pm after a brief illness. She 
fought a good fight until the Lord said “the fight is over my daughter, it’s 
time for you to come on home where I’ll give you rest and peace forever 
and ever.”  
 
Brenda accepted Christ during her early teenage years under the 

leadership of Bishop Eugene Williams at Campbell Chapel Missionary 
Baptist Church in Bolivar, Tennessee. She was a strong Christian woman 
who was a faithful servant and First Lady at her husband’s church, 
Ebenezer Baptist Church in Toone, Tennessee.  She walked by faith and 
displayed her relationship with Christ until her health failed her, then she 
peacefully went on to her new home. 

Brenda attended Bolivar Central High School in Hardeman County where 

she played on the basketball team as a Mighty, Mighty Tiger with a special 
group of ladies under the leadership of Coach Marvin Williams.  These 
ladies won back-to-back Division AA state championships in 1977 and 
moved up to Division AAA in 1978 in the state tournaments in 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee.  The entire city of Bolivar was so proud to be 
champions.  In 1979, Brenda graduated from Bolivar Central High School 
and joined the United States Army.    

In 1999, after 20 years of service, SFC Brenda Joy-Jones retired from the 

U.S. Army.  Her military tours of duty are as follows: Fort Hood, Killeen, 



 

Texas; U.S Army Garrison, Stuttgart, Germany (where her son was born); 
Walter Reed Army Medical Center, Washington, D.C.; Camp Carroll, 
South Korea; Fort George G. Meade, Meade, Maryland; and Fort Sam 
Houston, San Antonio, Texas. She retired with great pride knowing that 
she had served her country requesting for her ceremony to be held at Fort 
Campbell in Clarksville, Tennessee, so that her immediate family could 
attend to witness this special occasion. During her military career, 
Brenda was provided with opportunities to travel many places 
throughout the world which she really enjoyed. After retirement, she went 
to work for FEMA for 15 years and was part of the recovery unit during, 
“The September 11 Terrorist” attacks after being diagnosed with breast 
cancer she retired from FEMA, however she was a survival. She also 
assisted with Hurricane Katrina as well as other natural disasters during 
her employment. Brenda and her husband often traveled together around 
the world as a means of escape to refresh and recharge. 

Brenda was often asked what she appreciated most in life and her reply 

would always be the same, “I like any and everything as long as it’s 
pretty”. She simply loved life beginning with her husband, son, family, 
friends, fabulous Christmas trees - all the way down to her fancy pajamas. 
If you bumped into her during her visits in and around the county, she 
was always presentable and pleasant. She always remembered your 
birthday, anniversary, doctor’s appointment because it was very 
important to her…ding, ding here comes a text from her with the 
salutation greeting wishing you the best.  

The void that Brenda leaves behind is steep as well as deep.  These are the 

loved ones she joins who preceded her in death:  

Her Beloved father, Mr. Eugene Joy, Sr.; two unforgettable brothers, Mr. 
Douglas Edward and Mr. Eddie Lee Joy; a loving bonus sister, Mrs. Shirley 
Harvey; two paternal grandparents, Mr. & Mrs. Uyllus & Vaserine (Sain) 
Horton; Mr. George Hunt & Mrs. Mary (Richardson) Gordon; a very 
special uncle, Mr. Lawyer Horton;  Mr. Earl Gordon, Jr.; and very special 
aunt Mrs. Jerline Dudley and Mrs. Emma Lou Joy. 

Brenda leaves to cherish her precious memories those who cared deeply 

and loved her unconditionally:  



 

Her Loving Husband & Pastor Mr. Terry Lenn Poplar; Her Son, “The 
Heartbeat of Her Life”, Mr. Mario Craig Jones, Jr.; two bonus children, 
Mr. Terris & (Lisa) Poplar of Memphis, TN; and Mrs. Sabrina & (Shawn) 
Ward of Dallas, TX; one granddaughter Ahja’khamel of Denver, CO; six 
bonus grandchildren, Brianna, Aamaya, Layla & Tristan Poplar, all of 
Memphis, TN; Nyah and Madison Ward both of Dallas, TX; Her Dearest 
Beloved Mother, Mrs. Earline Joy, of Bolivar, TN; five brothers: Mr. 
Eugene Joy, Jr., of Bolivar, TN; Mr. Randy & (Shirley) Joy, of Jackson, TN; 
SFC Tracy & (Esther) Joy of Ludowici, GA; Mr. Bruce & (Demetrice) Joy of 
Memphis, TN and Mr. Darrell Lamont Joy of Suitland, MD; five sisters: 
Mrs. Betty & (Anthony) Powers of Memphis, TN; Mrs. Bunnia Faye & 
(Rickey) Odom of Bolivar, TN; Mrs. Sandra & (Michael) Fanning and Ms. 
Carolyn Joy both of Nashville, TN and Ms. Sheila Joy of Bolivar, TN and 
two additional sisters, Mrs. Christine White of Detroit, MI and Mrs. 
Pamela Johnson of Atlanta, GA; a close relationship with over thirty 
nephews and  nieces, aunts, uncles and six brother-in laws; Mr. Robert D., 
Mr. Lee & Virginia, Robert James & Fissle, Mr. Steven Wayne & Tosha, 
Mr. Gary & Miller Poplar, Mr. Rodney Richardson and seven sister-in 
laws; Mrs. Dorothy & Todd Herbert, Ms. Mary Buggs, Mrs. Landia & 
Frederick Douglas, Mrs. Carlion & Calos Martin, Mrs. Genniver & Lonenz 
Mason, Mrs. Gerture & Mervin Mason, Mrs. Gertha & John Sain.  She had 
a long-lasting friendship and special bond with Mrs. Ruby Harvey, her 
military forever friends; SFC Dionne Hebert (retired), SGT Chris Scott 
(retired), SFC Tamla Harris (retired), SFC Robin Stone (retired), CSM Paul 
Cousin (retired) and SMG Robert Adams (retired). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 
“First” 

First of all, you were my shining star 
This is true I know 

not a day went by without us laughing so hard 
First of all, you fought hard for our country  

for me and you 
You came back home with the proof  

 what a commitment from someone like you 
First of all, I often tried to mimic you from head to toe 

But I often found that so very hard to do because I fell short 
First of all, you showed all of us how it was done  

with style and class 
We looked up to you 

First of all, I often thought you were my counsel 
When I needed your advice, you give it bold and free 

First of all, you fought hard for your only son 
He was what really, really mattered   

First of all, when you shopped you bought up the place  
leaving nothing behind but love and grace 

First of all, you gave it your all 
You could communicate with anyone in the room from wall to wall 

First of all, You were the  
First Lady of Ebenezer Baptist Church  

Where you were loved for your smile and simple touch 
First of all, you could not bear  

your sisters possibly leaving before you 
And you quickly remembered God’s word  

the last would be first  
and the first would be last 

So therefore  
You are the  

“First” 
With Love from your Sister, Carolyn Joy 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

                                                                                             
                

          

                                          Dear Brenda 

You left us here although we wanted you to stay 
You wanted to say good-bye, 

but you knew we could not accept your departure 
You took all the pain and bundled it up inside, 

Because You knew the pain was too great for mankind 
If you had just asked or picked me 

I would have taken on your pain with stride 
However, 

You knew that was too much to ask 
Therefore, 

You held on to all the hurt and pain with Pride 
Now that all your pain has been snatched 

I know you are alright, because Jesus got your bac 
 

 The Entire Joy Family 
                                          

                                                                 Proud US Solider 1979 - 1999 

 

 



 

 
Acknowledgement 

The family of Mrs. Brenda Elizabeth Poplar  
would like to express our sincere gratitude  

for the outpouring of love and expressions of comfort  
from our family and friends during our time of bereavement.   

Whether it was a phone call, bouquet of flowers, cards, food, text 
message, Facebook post, virtual hugs and kisses from near and far –  

we sincerely thank you and appreciate your thoughtfulness and 
encouragement during this extremely difficult time.  

We ask that you please continue to keep us lifted in prayer. 
  

Active Pallbearers    Honorary Pallbearers  
Delvario Smith     Mario Craig Jones, Jr. 
Keyun Allen     Robert Poplar    
Wayne Poplar     Gary Poplar 
Ivan Joy  
Terris Poplar 
Andtray Stewart 

Internment 
Mt. Zion Cemetery -Saulsbury, TN 

 
Repast 

   Herron’s Place 321 South Madison St. 
We Ask that Everyone Follow CDC Guidelines 

Please Wear Masks, Wash Your Hands and Practice Social Distancing 
 

The Final Tribute – A Service By: 
Dixie Funeral Home 

Mr. Michael Miller, Mortician  
750 Bill Street 

Bolivar, Tennessee 38008 
731-658-3941 
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