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A mother is with us always, first in her lifetime, then forever in our memory.
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Obituary 
Minnie Mae Jones

Minnie Mae Jones, née Norwood, age 89, died at Foster Rehab & Health Center after a brief illness in Chicago, 
Illinois. 

A Time to Live:
She was born on December 5, 1929 in Bolivar, Tennessee to the union of the late Preston and Lillie Mae 
Norwood, née McTizic.  Minnie was the eldest of the six Norwood children.  She was preceded in death by one 
sister, Mattie Calhoun-Williams and one brother, Charles Norwood.

Minnie was raised in the rural communities of Bolivar.  During this time, she accepted Christ as her Savior 
at Holiness Church in 1943.  She later became a member of Oak Hill M.B. Church.  She attended Pine Grove 
School along with her future husband, LT Jones (Mearlon and Velma Jones, née Cox). 

On December 17, 1952, Minnie married LT at Mt. Zion Spiritual Church.  The ceremony conducted by The 
Right Reverend E.M. Dupree in Chicago, IL.  To this union, five children were born.  After 60 years of marriage, 
LT preceded her in death in 2012. 

Minnie enjoyed life as a career woman.  She worked various office jobs in her younger years.  In 1959, she began 
work as a stay-at-home mother.  Then, in the mid-1970’s, she returned to the labor force as a department store 
cashier and worked her way up to Department Store Floor Manager for Goldblatt’s.  After Goldblatt’s relocated, 
Minnie attended Chicago State University and enrolled in business & floral art display classes on Saturdays.  She 
next worked as an administrative assistant for Silverwood Realty Co.  Her final job was with the City of Chicago 
as a Title V Senior Aid for the Department on Aging from which she retired in 1992. 

Minnie’s pastimes and civic activities varied.  She regularly attended the COGIC with her best friend of 67 
years, Ms. Gladys Davis.  Minnie enjoyed sewing, house plants, making pineapple coconut cakes and cooking 
for family gatherings.  Minnie also enjoyed serving as President of the 600 East 90th Place Block Club.  She and 
club officers would arrange travel vacations to over 40 states.  Minnie was also proud of her civic duties; such as 
helping to orchestrate a boycott of Evergreen Plaza Shopping Mall.  The boycott occurred due to discriminatory 
hiring practices.  The mall apologized and corrected the issue.  She was also a “vocal member” of the Chesterfield 
Community Council for her neighborhood.  Her integrity and fair-mindedness will be missed by many.

Finally, Minnie’s ultimate pastime was “going back home” to Tennessee during the summertime.  The only time 
Minnie missed “going back home” was in 1966 when her youngest son, Darryl, was born in August.  Her last 
visit was in 2013.

A Time to Die: 
Since 2014, Minnie battled Alzheimer’s Disease.  Then, two months ago, a rare form of liver cancer appeared. 
Our family was heartbroken.  The staff at Seasons Hospice referred to Minnie as “one tough old woman”.  She 
endured her failing health.  God says: “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness” 
(2 Corinthians 12:9).  God, in His infinite wisdom, dispatched angels to escort Minnie home to eternal rest on 
Friday, September 20, 2019.

She leaves behind to continue her legacy and cherish her memory: Sandra R. (Rafael), Melvin (Sharon W.), 
Sharon, Darryl A. (Yolanda) and Linda; thirteen grandchildren; ten great-grandchildren; one brother, Billy F. 
Norwood (Teresa) of Michigan; two sisters, Ruby Norwood-Young of Illinois and Ruthie McGuire (Sam) of 
Tennessee; daughter-in-law, Carmelita Ivy-Jones, and a host of nieces, nephews, cousins and friends.

To Those I Love,
and Those Who Love Me

When I am gone, release me, let me go. I have so many things to see and do.  

You mustn’t tie yourself to me with tears, be happy that we had so many years. 

I gave you my love, you can only guess how much you gave to me in happiness.  

I thank you for the love you each have shown, but now it’s time I traveled on alone. 

So grieve awhile for me, if grieve you must then let your grief be comforted by trust.  

It’s only for a while that we must part so bless the memories within your heart. 

I won’t be far away, for life goes on, so if you need me, call, and I will come, though you can’t 

see or touch me, I’ll be near, and if you listen with your heart you will hear all of my love 

around you soft and clear.  And then, when you must come this way alone,  

I’ll greet you with a smile and open arms, “Welcome Home.”

Thank you, my dear mother, for your love and support.  I will do my part!

From Your Loving Daughter,
Linda “Screwball”



A Mother’s Love
A mother’s love is the first you know,

A mother’s love is what makes you grow.

She does for all as she does for one,

And it seems that her work is never done.

For all the nights she spent awake,

For all the birthdays she baked a cake,

The love you show is always known,

It follows long past the time we’re grown.

You taught us to believe in God above,

You taught us how to live and love.

A good life for us, you always made

And when we did wrong, you always forgave.

If a time came and you had to scorn,

It was for us you would not have to mourn.

Your love is richer than money in banks,

And never did you ask for thanks.

Now, this is for you, mom, and we’re glad to say,

When we think of you, it makes our day.

We’ll remember this day and all the ones to come. 

Because in our hearts, you’ll stay number one. 

We love you mom cause you’re the best.

From, Your Loving Children
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