
We Will Close the Gate 
 

For this one farmer the worries are over,  

lie down and rest your head, 

Your time has been and struggles enough,  

put the tractor in the shed. 

Years were not easy, many downright hard,  

but your faith in God transcended, 

Put away your tools and sleep in peace.  

The fences have all been mended. 

You raised a fine family, worked the land well  

under the hot, summer sun, 

Hang up your shovel inside the barn; your work on earth is done. 

A faith few possess led your journey thru life, 

 often a jagged and stony way, 

The sun is setting, the crops are harvested  

and here now is the end of your day. 

Your love of God’s soil has passed on to your kin,  

the stories flow like good beer, 

Wash off your boots in the puddle of rain,  

for there is nothing more to fear. 

You always believed that the good Lord would provide  

and He always had somehow, 

Take off your gloves and put them away,  

no more sweat and worry for you now. 

Your labor is done, your home now is heaven;  

no more must you wait, 

Your legacy lives on, your love of the Land,  

and yes Dad – we will close the gate … 
 

 

In Loving Memory of 

Robert Clark 
January 9, 1926 

July 6, 2021 

 
 

Celebration of Life 
Sunday, July 18, 2021 – 1:00 pm 
Harvey Anderson Funeral Home 

Willmar, Minnesota 
 

Prelude Arnette Wallentine 
Gathering and Thanksgiving for Baptism                              
Hymn Amazing Grace  
Greeting and Prayer       
Time of Remembrance 
Scripture           Psalm 23, Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 John 14:25-27           
Message Rev. Michelle Kleene 
Hymn Old Rugged Cross     
Apostles’ Creed, Prayers and The Lord’s Prayer        
Commendation        
Hymn  How Great Thou Art     
  

Honorary Casketbearers - Granddaughters 
Erica Flaherty                                                                                   Jessica Young  
Sarah Schull                                                                                   Christa Pattison  

Casketbearers – Grandsons 
Chris Clark Nick Clark Nathan Clark 
Matthew Lindquist Isaac Lindquist Spencer Moller 
 

Interment 
Clover Leaf Cemetery 
Willmar, Minnesota 



      Robert Leland Clark was born January 9, 1926, in 
Worthington, Minnesota, the son of Christian and Daisy 
(Darling) Schow.  He lived in the Worthington area until 
age 6, when the family moved to the Kerkhoven area.  He 
grew up in the rural DeGraff and Kerkhoven area. Robert 
attended country school until third grade and then 
attended school in Kerkhoven.  His stepfather, Lant Clark, 
died when Robert was 14 and he began working on the 
family farm.  He later worked for Reynard Nelsen on his 
dairy farm and for other farmers.  On December 21, 1944, 
he was drafted into the U.S. Navy.  He served as an 

aviation machinist’s mate 3rd Class at a base near Memphis, Tennessee during World 
War II.  He fueled planes and occasionally flew them as well.   
After his discharge in May 1946, he joined a threshing crew that went down south 
and worked their way north.  He and a buddy, Curtis Johnson, drove to California, 
where Robert got a job at an airplane factory in Long Beach.  They later returned to 
Minnesota, where Robert met his future wife, Pauline Lewis, at a restaurant in New 
London, where she taught school.  Lewis and Clark were married June 10, 1950, at 
Vinje Lutheran Church in Willmar.  Their union was blessed with 40 years of 
marriage.  Robert farmed north of Kerkhoven and near Sunburg, before he and 
Pauline purchased their own farm near Pennock.  Robert raised beef cattle until the 
age of 95.  He loved farming and caring for his animals.  He was very mechanical and 
could fix almost anything.  His favorite pastimes were attending auction sales and 
eating breakfast at CashWise, where he especially enjoyed the hashbrowns.  After the 
death of his wife, Robert enjoyed the special friendship of Lorraine Fundingsland for 
many years. 
    Robert appreciated the kindness and care he received from his family and the 
hospice team during the past year. 
    He is survived by his five children: Lindy Clark of Willmar, Larry (and Rebecca) 
Clark of Willmar, Kathy (and Rick) Torkelson of Willmar, Mary (and William) 
Lindquist of Pennock, and Loree (and Robert) Moller of Spicer; twelve grandchildren: 
Chris (and Britt) Clark, Nick (and Lori) Clark, Nathan (and Tina) Clark, Erica (and 
Craig) Flaherty, Jessica (and Matt) Young, Matthew Lindquist, Sarah (and Chris) 
Schull, Isaac Lindquist, Christa (and Ben) Pattison, and Spencer (and Kirsten) Moller; 
two step-grandchildren: Danny Lambert and Jerry Lambert; eight great-
grandchildren: Caden Clark, Austin Clark, Adelyn Clark, Olivia Clark, Marshall Clark, 
Zada Pattison, Liam Pattison, and Matilda Flaherty; three step-great-grandchildren; 
and family friend, Robert Larson. 
    He was preceded in death by his parents: Christian Schow and Daisy Clark; 
stepfather: Lant Clark; his wife: Pauline Clark in 1990; brothers: William Clark and 
James Clark; sister: Evelyn (and Dave) Langlett; and special friend: Lorraine 
Fundingsland in 2020. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


