
Footprints 
 

One night I had a dream. I was walking along the beach 
with the Lord, and across the skies flashed scenes from 
my life.  In each scene I noticed two sets of footprints in 

the sand.  One was mine, and one was the Lord’s. When 
the last scene of my life appeared before me, I looked 

back at the footprints in the sand, and, to my surprise, I 
notice that many times along the path of my life there 

was only one set of footprints.  And I noticed that it was 
at the lowest and saddest times in my life.  I asked the 
Lord about it: “Lord you said that once I decided to 
follow you, you would walk with me all the way.  But I 

notice that during the most troublesome times in my life 
there is only one set of footprints.  I don’t understand 

why you left my side when I needed you the most.” The 
Lord said: “My precious child, I never left you during 

your time of trial. Where you see only one set of 
footprints, I was carrying you.” 

 

 
 

Memorial Service 
Friday, November 8, 2019 - 2:00 p.m.  

First Covenant Church, Willmar, Minnesota 
 

Officiants 
Reverend Chris Pappenfus 

Reverend Bob Poe 
 

Scripture Readings  
Ecclesiastes 3:1-4  

Romans 8:35, 37-39 
 John 3:16-17 

 
Music  

#685 I The Lord of Sea and Sky 
 

You Raise Me Up 
I Can Only Imagine 

Rebecca Gardner, musician 
 

Honorary Casketbearers 
All the Employees of Benson Laundry 

 
 

 

   



Michael Craig Watson was born 
August 13, 1970, in Gardena, CA, to Craig 
“Butch” and Cathy Watson. He grew up in 
Willmar and attended Willmar High 
School graduating in 1988. Mike 
continued his education at Ridgewater 
College where he received a degree in 
accounting. During this time, he met the 
love of his life, Jennifer Hillstrom. They 
were united in marriage on May 8, 1993, 
in Spicer. They were blessed with their 

wonderful children, Elizabeth in 2004 and Ethan in 2005. Mike 
lovingly built a home for his family on Crow River. Nothing meant 
more to Mike than his children and wife of 26 years. Mike was known 
as a driven, compassionate and enthusiastic man who always wanted the 
best for others and worked tirelessly to provide for his loved ones.   

Mike created many lasting memories for family and friends 
including fishing trips, yearly vacations, and time on the water. Mike 
loved attending his children’s activities, including basketball, football 
and choir concerts.    

He was the proud owner and CEO of Benson Laundry/Crow 
Chemical, where he thought of the employees as family. Mike was 
honored in 2018 by Advantage magazine for the company’s exceptional 
service and significant growth at the hands of his leadership.  

Mike died unexpectedly Wednesday, October 30, 2019, at Rice 
Memorial Hospital, at the age of 49. He is  survived by his devoted wife, 
Jennifer; children, Elizabeth (15) and Ethan (14); loving mother, Cathy 
Watson, grandpa, Doc, special aunt, Janet Yackel (Spencer and Bryson), 
uncle, Doug, mother-in-law, Barbara Hillstrom, John and Kim (Lauren 
and Adam), Joe (Gabrielle), Natalie and James (Kiley and Jacob), and 
countless special friends. Mike was preceded in death by his father, 
“Butch,” grandmother, Elaine, uncle, Ron, and father-in-law, Chuck.  

 

 
 

In Celebration of 

Michael Craig 

Watson  
August 13, 1970 
October 30, 2019 

 
 


