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“Response”
Sleep, little one, sleep for me,
Sleep the deep sleep of love.

You are loved, awake or dreaming,
You are loved.

Dancing winds will sing for you,
Ancient gods will pray for you,
A poor lost poet will love you,

As stars appear
In the dark

Skies.
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Invocation……………………………….Rev. Thurman Tillman
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                   Bowie, MD
Tributes/Reflections (3 mins. each, please)
 Linnes Finney, Jr., Esq.
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 Michael Dean
 Gloria M. Goosby
 Elizabeth B. Greeley
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William Rogers Cary was born October 14, 1941 to the late Mary Helen Cary of Hillsboro, TX and 
Andrew Thomas Page of Fort Worth, Tx. He was preceded in death by his sister Marcia Rogers and 
brothers John Cary and David Rogers. He departed this life peacefully, with his wife by his side, at 
Ogeechee Area Hospice on September 25, 2019 at the age of 77. He was a life-long champion of civil 
rights and an advocate for fair treatment for all, which he dutifully inherited from his civil rights 
activist mother.

     His childhood was spent learning about the ways of the world at the knee of his grandmother, Ina 
Mae Cary, aunts, uncles and older cousins. He was always wise beyond his years (an old soul) and 
smart as a whip! Everyone in his community expected great things from him. In early adolescence he 
joined his mother and stepfather, the late Melvin Lee Rogers, and as a member of a military family, 
he traveled around the country expanding his world from that of a small-town boy. He quickly 
learned to make friends of the older kids and to stand up for himself because he was usually the 
smallest in the group.

     After serving his country for four years as an Airman in the Civil Engineering Squadron, he was 
hooked on doing the work of engineers. After discharge, he continued to move around the country 
working at power stations, hydroelectric plants and telephone companies. His journey in engineering 
took him from California to Oregon, Wisconsin, Ohio and finally to Georgia. He realized, after years 
of being a journeyman and watching the certified engineers manage and develop systems, that 
engineering was to be his life’s work. He returned to college and earned a B.S. in Electrical 
Engineering. He first enrolled at Atlanta Junior College but because of his activism and outspoken 
demeaner (swagger), he was wooed away to Georgia Southern College in Statesboro by Dean Warren 
Jones to help with establishing a stronger base for attracting and retaining minority students. “Bill”, 
as he preferred to be called, was offered financial aid and other assistance to transfer to Georgia 
Southern.  Dean Jones (Spike) had no idea what he was getting himself into, 

but he has often said “I never regretted convincing Bill to come to Southern”. After arriving at GSC 
he became a whirlwind of activity. Over the next five and a half years, through sit-ins, walk-outs, 
heated protests, days of picketing the administration building, multiple fiery speeches, underground 
newspapers, and organized student work stoppages, change slowly began to come to Georgia 
Southern. Among the changes: the Afro-American Club became the Black Student Union, with a 
greater voice in student affairs; increased activities inclusive of minority students; allowing the first 
Black Greek organizations to form on campus and being admitted to the Panhellenic Council; and the 
development of a search committee to find and recruit minority faculty and staff. Bill returned often 
to the campus after beginning his life and career with his wife and family. He returned as an advocate 
for minorities in 2015 as a founding member of The First 500 because he felt that Black Alumni were 
obligated to reach back to help the students whom he and other had laid the groundwork for. He was 
true blue through and through. He was also a founding member of the GSC chapter of Kappa Alpha 
Psi Fraternity. He was forever wearing the crimson and cream. He always wanted to make the world 
a better place for everyone.

     Those left to celebrate his spirit and cherish his memory are his wife of forty-one years, Meshelle 
Hudson Cary; his daughters, McKenzie L. Cary Peterman (Justin) of Midway, GA  and Mari-Bess 
Hudson Cary of Statesboro; sisters , Patricia Rogers and Angela McPeters of San Francisco, CA; 
brothers, Dennis Rogers, Michael Rogers, Mark Rogers, Mario Rogers, Eric Rogers, Paul Rogers, 
and Richard O’Neill, all of San Francisco, CA; Kenneth Page (Daytron), Larry Page (Wanda) and 
Artis Washington, all of Fort Worth, TX; his beloved grandchildren, Brock Alexander and Rhiannon 
Aurora Peterman of Midway, GA; Sister-in-laws Edith Simmons, Linda Prince, Carlean Jenkins and 
Jacqueline “Jackie” Hudson, all of Augusta, GA; beloved nieces, Latisha Rogers of San Francisco, 
CA, Michele Cary and Nicole Cary, of Alpharetta, GA; and a multitude of aunts, uncles, nieces, 
nephews, cousins, other loving relatives and friends.    


