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Raymond Dewitt Wilcox — Sunfield, MI

Raymond Dewitt Wilcox wasbaorn ta Leo and Edna Wilcox on Getober 20, 1924, When Raymond was
twea years ald, his mether passed away A fow years later, Leo married Adene Morchouse who brought
her strong faith to thehome, Several vears later, baby sister Bannie was barn and Raymond took great
joy inhaving his little sister tag along en his many adventures, It was Raymend’s fun natred love of
hislittle sister that attracted his future wife, Ardath,

Raymond graduated from Sunficld High School in 1942, He was busy on the family farm and also
laved sports, hunting and all things mechanical. He was active ind-H and had the Michigan State
Fair Grand Champion Cow. As a result,he was offered a college scholarship at Michigan Agricultural
Callege (later M5U), He often remarked that he regretted the decision to passup that scholarship sinee
he always enjoyed learning someth ing new. Thus began his strong desire for his kids and grandkids
toattend college of some kind and also his lifelong love of Michigan State University and Spartan
basketball,

In 1547 he married Ardath Hynes, whowas thelove ofhislife, Maturally outgeing he brought
adventure into Ardath’s life. Ardath, a natural warrier, even was convinesd to ride inhis motareyde
sidecar, shoot muns and take fun trips to Lake Michigan They eventually settled inthe Sunfield area,
The%;both trusted Christ as Savior and duringthistime of life began attend ing the Sunfield United
Methodist Church where they remained lifelong active members with Raymend serving as a Trustes
and Chairman of the Pastor Parish Relations Committes, He wasvery generous in supportinghislocal
church and eornmunity, marny missiens and charities.

Raymaond warked alengside his dad enthe farm. Bath he and Ardath knew the walue of hard wark

and family. Soon after establishing their own farm, Kendall and Lorraine were born, At a young age,
Kendall joined his grandpa and dad inthe farming operation, The entire family's involvement in
agrienlture contimies to this day.

Raymand began warking far Hough Brathers Construction. He learned to fly and loved ta travel ta
jobs around the United States, Hewas a devoted father and husband, althengh he sometimes found
thebalance of work and family diffieult, But every night, like dackwork, he called to cheds in with the
farnily, keepingup on all the activities at harne.

When Raymond turned 65, rather than retire s mest, he began his own construction company
Specialty Industries, Inc, Heloved the challenge of starting a new business and the company
Blassomed., During these vears, the importance of family began to resonate dearly as Raymond and
Ardath set aside waork schedules to attend almeost every activity that their grand children were invalved
with, They became well known as grandma and grandpa to kids in Lakewaood, Maple Valley and
Partland. Mast activities were folleswed by dinner or ice cream to celebrate sucessses aswell astao ease
theblaw of losses,

Raymond and Ardath enjoyed good health and independent living for aver 90 years, Recently as
health fssues began totake their tall, the family was assisted by Luminate Home Care. Their loving
careallowed Raymond and Ardath the epportunity ta enjoy living in their own home. Ardath passed
away inMay of this year fust shert of their 72nd anniversary. On October22, at the age of 35, Raymond
also went tobe with the Lord, Their strong commitment to their Lord Jesus Christ, and each «ther,
unconditional leve for thetr family, hard work ethic and funloving spirts will be greatly missed.
Raymand is survived by his son, Kendall (Kerry) Wileax and his daughter Lorraine (Brian) Benedict,
7 grandchildren, 12 great grandchildren, and brother inlaw Lindy (Beth) Hynes. He was preceded

in death by his wife Ardath of 71 vears, great granddaughter Kyra Winslow, parents Leo and Edna
Wileow, stepmother Arlene Weelts, siblings Bonnde (Rey) Van Houten, infant brother Donald Wilees,
stepbrother Paul Morehouse, and brether in-laws Glendon (Mary) Hynes, and Ceci Hynes,

In lien of floweers, contributions can be made to the Sunfield SPYS or the Sunfield United Methodist
Ionday Might Supper Pund which provides free meals to the comnmunity,

In I 6v.i.n.g Memory
- Raymond Dewitt Wilcox

Raymond Dewitt Wilcox

Date of Birth
October 20, 1924

Date of Death
October 22, 2019

Celebration of Life Service
11:00 AM — Wednesday
October 30, 2019
Officiating
Pastor Joseph Benedict
Pastor Heather Nolen
Pallbearers
Keather Winslow, Keith Wilcox, David Benedict,
Daniel Benedict, Samuel Benedict, Benjamin Benedict
Interment
Sunfield Cemetery
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