A Cowboy’s Farewell

So long now, old Buddy,
It’s time for you to go.
Just when we get our notice,

Is something we don’t know.
There’s that journey we all gotta make
Across the “Great Divide,”
Ramrod top or cowboy,

It’ s a trail that we’ll all ride.

So may you find that range land,
Where obstacles are few,
Where springtime lasts all year,
And there’s easy chores to do.
May you always find good grazin’
And your pony gets his fill.

May your trails be smooth and rock free,
And a little bit downhill.

May your horses all be gentle
And your days have tall blue skies.
May your campsite be protected,
From mosquitoes, ghats and flies.
Where the coyotes all are timid,
And the cougars have no claws,
May your pastures have good fences
And leave water in the draws.
May your range be free of bogholes,
And the drift gates all are down.
May your tails all cut wide circles,
Round each prairie doggone town.
May your pony never throw a shoe,
May your saddle never slip.
May you always have smoke paper,
For your sunburned lower lip.
So keep the coffee boiling,

And leave the latchstring out.
There’s those of us to follow,
Who’ll need be shown about.

So when we come on down the trail,
Right to the very end,

We reckon you’ll be waiting there,
Our old and faithful friend.
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