
Jeff Stout 
June 23, 1964  ~  February 7, 2020 



Living Life 

Life is not a race - but indeed a journey. 

Be honest. Work Hard. Be choosy. 

Say “thank you”, “I love you”,  

and “great job” to someone each day. 

Go to church, take time for prayer. 

The Lord giveth and the Lord taketh. 

Let your handshake mean more than pen and paper. 

Love your life and what you’ve been given, it is not accidental 

~ search for your purpose and do it as best you can. 

Dreaming does matter. It allows you to become that which 

you aspire to be. Laugh often. 

Appreciate the little things in life and enjoy them. 

Some of the best things really are free. 

Do not worry, less wrinkles are more becoming. 

Forgive, it frees the soul. 

Take time for yourself - plan for longevity. 

Recognize the special people you’ve been blessed to know. 

Live for today, enjoy the moment. 

                                                                         - Bonnie L. Mohr 



Jeffrey A. Stout, 55, Russiaville, passed away peacefully Friday morning, 
February 7, 2020, surrounded by his family.   Jeff 
was born June 23, 1964 to David A. and Mary Helen 
(Taylor) Stout. 

  

Jeff graduated from Kokomo High School in 1983 
and attended Indiana Christian College of Mortuary 
Science, graduating in 1986 with an Associate De-
gree.  He married Tamara L. Degenkolb, June 29, 
2013, at the Kokomo Country Club. 

  

Jeff began working for his grand-
father, Kennard Reagan Stout, at 
the funeral home and furniture 
store in 1977 at the age of 12.  He 
worked evenings and weekends 
learning the business. He knew 
from a young age he wanted to be 
a funeral director and serve the 
people of Howard County.  After 
Jeff graduated high school, Ken-
nard started selling him part of 
the business.  Since that time, his 

dreams came true and Jeff has been a funeral director and owner/ operator 
of Stout & Son Funeral Home and Home Furnishings in Russiaville.  Jeff 
was proud to be the 5th generation owner of the family business.  Jeff be-
gan to grow the business, and in 2003, he became co-owner of Hasler – 
Stout Funeral Home in Greentown, with 
Robert Hasler.  In 2005, he became co-
owner of Shirley & Stout Funeral Homes 
in Kokomo, with Bill Shirley, Robert 
Hasler, and Matt Grecu.  In 2010 Jeff 
and Bill Shirley, opened Howard Coun-
ty's first crematory, S & S Crematory Ser-
vices, ensuring that the cremation clients 
they cared for never leave the care of the 
Stout Funeral Homes. They also opened 



Howard County’s only Pet Cremation Service, Paws @ Rest, serving fami-
lies who suffer the loss of beloved pet. 

  

One of Jeff’s joys was to return to his fami-
ly’s farming history by partnering in Stout – 
Harlow Farms with his friends Jeff & Will 
Harlow in several farming ventures.  In 
2019 he realized another dream when he 
purchased his long time favorite restaurant, 
Cone Palace, carrying on the tradition of 
service established by Jeff & Lisa Smelt-
zer.  In his short time in ownership he made 
many great friendships and left a lasting im-
pression with the employees. 

  

Jeff was a public servant through and 
through.  He joined Russiaville Fire 
Department and Russiaville Ambu-
lance Service in 1982 completing ex-
tensive fireman training.  Jeff served 
as Howard County Deputy Coroner 
from 1989 to 1990, then was ap-
pointed Coroner of Howard County 
due to the death of Coroner Mike 
McKibben on January 5th, 1991.  He 
was elected to two more terms mak-

ing him the longest serving Coroner in Howard County history from 1991 
through December 2000.  He has remained with the Coroner’s Office as a 
Deputy Coroner until his passing.  

  

As owner of Stout Funeral Homes & Crematory, former Coroner, and as 
Russiaville fireman and ambulance attendant, he created a legacy of serv-
ing people during the most difficult times in their life.  Those fortunate to 
have crossed paths with Jeff know his compassion, servant’s heart and love 
for others.  Jeff had a zeal for life and always made each person he came in 
contact with feel important and special. 



Jeff began his notable service as a County Council-
man in 2001 and served our community in that 
role for 19 years.  Jeff was up for re-election this 
year.  During his tenure as a Councilman, he con-
sistently led the ticket in votes in each elec-
tion.  Jeff provided leadership on many important 
projects for our community while exercising a fis-
cally conservative approach to the budget on be-
half of the taxpayers.  He loved to help make How-
ard County a place where people wanted to work, 

worship and raise their families. 

  

Jeff was a member of Crossroads Community Church, Russiaville Fire and 
Ambulance Department, Russiaville Masonic Lodge, F & Am 82, Rus-
siaville Lions Club (Past President), and a member of the Board of Direc-
tors for First Farmers Bank.  Jeff was also proud to be a member of the In-
diana Coroners Association from 1994 until his passing.  He also served the 
Association as President.   He followed Kennard in his service to the com-
munity, serving on the Sheriff’s Department Merit Board. 

  

Jeff was an incredible husband, father, grandad, son, brother, uncle, and 
friend.  He is survived by his wife, Tami Stout; his father, Dave (Linda) 
Stout; his children, Megan (Joel) Levi, Nashville, TN, Morgan (Kirk) Irwin, 
Westfield, Jeffrey Kennard “Junior” (Courtney) Stout, Russiaville, Madison 



Stout and Jacob Wallace “Jake” Stout, Russiaville; stepson, Tanner Degen-
kolb, Kokomo; brothers, Marty (Bev) Stout, Kokomo, and Doug (Tracy) 
Stout, Kokomo; grandchildren, Ava Glenn, Cameron Glenn, Dawson Irwin, 
Callen Irwin, Mitchell Levi, Aria Degenkolb, and Theo Degenkolb; nephews 
and nieces, Jason Hargraves, Justin Hargraves, Zach Stout, Katie Stout 
(Jake Bogardus), Reagan Stout; mother of his 
children, Bethanne Larkin; and former moth-
er-in-law, Betty Lou Hines.  

  

Jeff is preceded in death by his grandparents 
who raised him, Kennard Reagan and Reba A. 
Stout; mother, Mary Helen; stepson, Tyler 

Degenkolb; and 
former father-in
-law, Gene 
Hines.  

  

Jeff was an inspiration to many, and he was 
dedicated to his family and profes-
sion.  Though words cannot adequately de-
scribe the loss his family and friends feel to-
day, they find peace in the enormous legacy 
that Jeff leaves behind.  



Funeral services celebrating Jeff’s life will be held at Noon on Friday, Feb-
ruary 14, 2020, at Crossroads Community Church, 4254 S. 00 EW (Corner 
of US 931 and SR 26), Kokomo, with Pastor Jeff Harlow officiating.  Burial 
will follow in the Stout family plot in New London Cemetery, with Pastor 
Steve Branstutter officiating.  Jeff’s many friends are invited to visit with 
the family from 2-8 p.m. Thursday at the church.  In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial contributions may be made to the Jeffrey A. Stout Scholarship fund for 
Mortuary Science Students, c/o The Community Foundation of Howard 
County, 215 W. Sycamore Street, Kokomo, Indiana 46901 or to Tyler’s Tri-
umph, P.O. Box 218, Russiaville, Indiana 46979. 

  

Jeff’s sons, Jeff Jr. and Jake, his brother, Marty, business partners and 

friends, Matt Grecu and Bill Shirley, and the dedicated staff of Stout Funer-

al Homes & Crematory are honored to assist his family with Jeff’s Funeral 

arrangements.  Messages of condolence may be left online at 

www.stoutfuneralhomes.com. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Funeral services celebrating Jeff’s life: 

Noon, Friday, February 14, 2020 
Crossroads Community Church 
4254 S. 00 EW, Kokomo, Indiana 

Officiating: Pastor Jeff Harlow 
 

Committal Service & Burial: 

New London Cemetery 
New London, Indiana 

Officiating: Pastor Steve Branstutter 
 

Memorial Contributions may be made to the: 

Jeffrey A. Stout Scholarship fund for Mortuary Science Students 
c/o The Community Foundation of Howard County 
215 W. Sycamore Street, Kokomo, Indiana 46901 

 

or to: 

Tyler’s Triumph 
P.O. Box 218, Russiaville, Indiana 46979 

Jeff Stout 
June 23, 1964  ~  February 7, 2020 


