
 
 
Orbituary  
 
Alfred Sebastian Quashie 
 
Alfred Sebastian Quashie was the youngest of his living siblings (Sarah Julien, Albert Quashie, & 
Shirley Quashie) from the marital union of Hubert Quashie and Diana Ackie, born on August 21, 1932 
in Carriacou, Grenada. At the tender age of four, Alfred lost his mother and was raised by his paternal 
grandparents along with his siblings.  
 
Alfred attended the Mount Pleasant Government School in Carriacou where he received his primary 
education.  After graduating, he learned the Mason trade under the late Rudolphus Noel.  
 
Alfred migrated to the United States in 1952 to join his father, brother and two sisters.  He was 
employed by a custom design interior decorating company and went to night school to earn his GED.  
Alfred was drafted into the US Army in 1958, served two years, was an excellent marksman and 
received his Honorable Discharge in 1960. 
 
Alfred married Mary Eleanor Ward in December 1958 and their union produced their daughter 
Vanessa Lynn. Shortly after his daughter’s birth Alfred returned to civilian life and went back to work 
with his old employer. In 1975, Alfred was promoted to manager and expanded his talent towards 
interior decorating and sales.  Alfred furthered his education and received an Associates degree from 
Borough of Manhattan Community College and a Bachelor of Science degree in Computer Science at 
Baruch College. Alfred was employed at 20th Century Draperies, Home Interior Decorators, and DFB 
Sales until his retirement in 2003. 
 
The four Quashie siblings always had a very close knit relationship. With the untimely death of their 
young mother Diana Quashie in childbirth and their father Hubert Quashie making a better life for his 
family in the United States the four siblings had to look out for one another. Their bond remains 
unbreakable even until this day.   
 
Alfred’s heart and passion was towards his birth place, Carriacou.  He loved everything about his 
heritage and loved being around his island family. You knew “Mr. Quashie” was in residence at Mt. 
Pleasant whenever you saw the Grenada and United States flags hanging on the front porch. The 
sounds of laughter, playing dominoes, eating good island food, listening to tall village tales and 
bathing in the cool ocean salt water in the mornings brought him great joy and do not forget his love 
of “Sugar Apples”.  
 
Alfred was lovingly known by the name of “Daddy Alfred” stemming back from his childhood when 
they played house in the yard.  Christmastime was his favorite time to travel home because he loved 
to decorate his quaint home with lights and decorations. Once the sun went down you could see the 
joy on his face when the lights came on and the Christmas music danced in synch with the Christmas 
lights. 
 
Alfred’s youngest daughter Kizzy Thomas resides in Lithonia, Georgia with her husband Joseph 
Thomas and their three children Tiana, Aaliyah, and Jalan.  Alfred enjoyed his visits and telephone 
calls from his grandchildren and most of all being called lovingly “Granddad”. Kizzy and her dad 
shared a great love for gospel music and words of encouragement. 
 



Alfred was compassionate and had a generous heart. Those close in his inner circle would seek his 
advice and wisdom for many of their personal issues. Alfred was well known in his community in East 
Flatbush. He enjoyed participating at the 6:30 a.m. senior’s exercise class with his surrounding 
neighbors at Paerdegat Park. Often you would see him doing the various exercise routines and line 
dances in the park. You could not miss him because of his style and flare. 
 
Alfred loved to travel with his daughter Vanessa, especially to Las Vegas where he would go to 
shows and see performances. The Bellagio Hotel was their home away from home and Alfred loved 
riding a rented scooter all over the vast halls of the hotel. It gave him the freedom to move about this 
huge and often crowded hotel. Vanessa spoiled her Daddy and made sure he had the best of 
everything. They were able to fly first class, eat in business class lounges while waiting to board the 
plane. Vanessa was able to take her father of several cruises and he had his own balcony room. 
Nothing was too good for Vanessa’s Daddy and she wanted him to enjoy life to the fullest because he 
always worked hard to make sure Vanessa’s needs were always met. In the beginning, Alfred was 
not comfortable with the amenities presented to him when flying first class but after having to travel 
on an overcrowded flight in coach that soon resolved that problem on future trips. 
 
Alfred became a member of St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church in 1983 where he was an active 
member with the Brotherhood of St. Andrew. In the Brotherhood he served as their Secretary for the 
Brotherhood Chapter 2056-S from 1984 thru 1996.  He was also a member of the Milton Abbott 
Scholarship Team, Morning Star, St Joseph and the Encampment Lodges. He was an active member 
of the Troy Avenue and East 45th Block Association. 
 
Alfred Sebastian Quashie peacefully completed his earthly walk among us on Saturday, May 29th, 
2021 and was preceded in death by his older brother Albert Quashie. 
 
We will miss you Daddy, Dad, Daddy Alfred, Pops, Brother, Granddad, Uncle, Cousin Alfred, Mr. 
Quashie, Dapper Dan, Fred, Brother Al, Al and Alfie.  
 
This man who has poured so much love into those around him and has illustrated to others that to be 
kind, loving, honest, patient, protective, trustworthy, generous, and soft spoken are the major 
components of a true gentleman. 
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Program 
 
Minister Greetings: Min. Aaron Jenkins 
Musical Selection 
Scripture Reading: Kizzy Thomas  
Prayer: Aaron Jenkins 
Obituary: Father Lawrence Womack 
Condolences: Rev. Marvin Williams 
Expressions: Vanessa Quashie 
Musical Selection: The Lord’s Prayer – Angela Renee Simpson 
Eulogy: Elder Beverly Stanton 
Final Viewing 
Closing Remarks: Min. Aaron Jenkins 
 


