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Internet Marketing Association, IDSA. Wole returned to Nigeria after about a thirty-
year sojourn in the U.S.A. to fulfill a lifelong yearning to be with his siblings, and 
took up employment with MasterCard Worldwide in 2014 as the Vice President, 
Debit & Credit Marketing with coverage for Sub-Saharan Africa.  This would be his 
last engagement, as complications arising from his childhood diagnosis of Sickle 
Cell Anemia would truncate his career, causing his return to the U.S.A. where he 
demonstrated fortitude in the face of adversity, with calmness for the last four and a 
half years, culminating unfortunately in the events of this day. Wole was never 
afraid of death. 
 

Wole was a sportsman from the sidelines, with a keen interest in soccer, American 
football, horse riding, fly fishing and his childhood passion, rounders. He loved 
pets, and was extremely attached to his German shepherd, Maxwell, whose death 
as a result of old age was quite grievous for Wole. He was quite a marksman -- a 
skill he had honed in on from his youth when Mum indulged the ‘boys’ childhood 
fancy for BB pistols and air rifles.   
 

A consummate family man, though not with a family of his own, Wole loved 
family life and children, readily accepting the role of uncle to his nieces: Omotola 
and Ayoninuoluwa, and his nephews: Ayomidipupo and Oluwatise -- all of whom 
he guarded jealously, chastised firmly and loved overwhelmingly.  Above all, Wole 
had faith in God, and always yielded to HIS will. 
 

Wole leaves behind his loving mother Mrs. Adesiyenbola Sobande with whom he 
lived till the very end; his brothers and best friends, Akinkunmi and Olufunso 
Sobande as well as his one and only little sister, Modupe Mujota whom he fondly 
called ‘El Governor”.  He was known to those closest to him as The Saint, The P, 
Oluwole Ayodele Sobande.  He will be sorely missed but never forgotten! 

 
 
 
 
 

IN GRATEFUL APPRECIATION 
Well here we are, not where we would have wished, but in total submission to our 
sovereign God. We thank Him for the life Wole lived and for giving him to us. We are 
comforted that he rests in the Lord and that we will all meet again at Jesus' feet. We 
thank you all for standing with us at this difficult time, and trust God to reward you for 
your support, prayers, kindness, and your presence at this occasion. God bless you all. 
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Celebrating The Life 
And Spirit Of 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

    Oluwole Ayodele Sobande 
(“Wole”) 

            Sunrise                                                                         Sunset 

  September 17, 1963                                               December 5, 2019 
                      

  

  

Thursday ~ December 19, 2019 ~ 6:00 p.m. 
at 

 

FRANK R. BELL FUNERAL HOME, INC. 
536 Frank & Doris Bell Way 

(formerly Sterling Place, corner of Classon Avenue) 
Brooklyn, New York 11238 

 

“… I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he live:”  ~ St. John 11:25 



      

 
 
 

OBITUARY 
Born to the family of (the late) Victor Olufemi Sobande and Adesiyenbola Amoke 
Sobande (née Apampa), Wole, as he was fondly called, was the first of four children 
(two brothers and one sister).  From his early days on Amina Way at the University 
of Ibadan where the family lived, to his Kindergarten and Primary School days at 
Mary Hill Convent School Ibadan under the watchful eyes of the school Principal 
and family friend, Mrs. Ogunlusi, Wole blossomed from the quiet and sometimes 
shy young and handsome boy to a mischievous and friendly pre-teen.  Wole quickly 
developed a reputation as a neat young man obsessed by cleanliness, as he was 
known to wash his hands repeatedly particularly before snack times known in the 
Sobande household as “elevensies and four o’clock”! He was indeed a fastidious and 
dapper dresser.  
 

Wole was a picky eater and for a long time avoided yam, beans and potatoes, often 
pawning off these items in return for pieces of meat in trades negotiated with his 
siblings using a complex code that allowed these trades to go unnoticed even under 
the watchful gaze of Mum. 
 

Tragedy struck early in the day for the family with the loss of his Dad in 1975 when 
Wole was only eleven years old, and Modupe, his only sister and last child of the 
family was three.  His Dad had been ill over a number of years during which Wole 
had begun to cultivate his peculiar leadership skillset with a strong sense of 
responsibility to ‘mind’ his siblings during Mum’s frequent hospital visits. 
 

Wole struggled with sickle cell disease, a condition that he was diagnosed with as a 
toddler, yet he wore his leadership role well corralling his siblings to “behave”, saying 
this very word often to ensure the rambunctious crew was kept in check always. 
He proceeded to the International School Ibadan where he cultivated several lifelong 
relationships with friends across the world.  Of particular importance was a group of 
seven brothers who shared class and years of teenage mischief, and ascribed to 
themselves the curious name “The 7 bushes”.  Many of those men are in this room 
today mourning one of their own … and now only six remain. 
 

Wole was a creative and talented artist who pursued his passion for design and 
creativity through the study of design at the State University College, Buffalo, New 
York graduating with honors in 1987.  He consolidated his education with a Master’s 
Degree in Human Factors Engineering / Design Studies at the University of Buffalo 
(SUNY) in 1990.  His career began and grew at Manzella Marketing, Inc. (Buffalo) 
where he attained the position of Marketing Director and Creative Services Leader 
over a ten-year period that started in 1988.  Tony Manzella, the business owner, 
adopted Wole and mentored him, cultivating a lifelong friendship with the family, 
including the family dog, Shakespeare. In 1999, he was offered a position at 
JPMorgan Chase & Company that launched his foray into the world of financial 
services where Wole would spend the rest of his work life, moving to GE Capital as 
Senior Program Manager in 2005.  He was promoted in 2006 to Marketing Director 
(Consumer Finance), a position he maintained until 2012.  While at GE, Wole 
attained the following professional achievements: 6-Sigma Green Belt training (GE 
Money) 2005, Lean 6-Sigma Process Improvement certification 2007, Marketing Star 
Award (GE Capital) 2008, 2009, Change Acceleration Process Certification (CAP) 
2008, Member, Direct Marketing Association, International eMarketing Association, 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
[As you enter this chapel, please reverence the family 

by silencing all electronic devices.] 
 

 
 

OOFFFFIICCIIAATTIINNGG  MMIINNIISSTTEERR::  

Pastor Floyd Johnson, Associate Minister 

The Brooklyn Tabernacle 
17 Smith Street ~ Brooklyn, New York 11201  

 
 
 

Organ Prelude . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Min. David E. Sayles 
 

Processional (Friends of family, please stand.)  
 

Hymn (“Abide With Me”) 
 

Scripture Readings  
   Old Testament . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Ms. Omotola Mujota  
   New Testament . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Ms. Modupe Mujota  
 

Prayer of Comfort . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Pastor Floyd Johnson 
 

Acknowledgment of Condolences. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pastor Floyd Johnson 
 

Obituary. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Tokunbo Oyelese 
 

Reflections:  Anyone wishing to say a few words in tribute to Wole is 

                          invited to do so at this time. (Please be brief.) 
 

Hymn (“Still”) 
 

Eulogy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pastor Floyd Johnson 
 

Parting View (Led by Funeral Director) 
 

Benediction  
 

Recessional Hymn (“God Be With You Till We Meet Again”)  
                  (Friends, please remain standing as the family leaves the chapel.)              

 

 
 
 

    IINNTTEERRMMEENNTT::  
    Friday, December 20, 2019 

“The Evergreens” Cemetery 
  1629 Bushwick Avenue 
      Brooklyn, New York  

(leaving funeral home at 10:00 a.m.) 


