
Jessie DorisEmbry-Morris 
March 13, 1941 – February 20, 2021 

Celebrating 
The Life of 

A Mother's love is something  
that no on can explain,  

It is made of deep devotion 
 and of sacrifice and pain,  
It is endless and unselfish  

and enduring come what may  
For nothing can destroy it  
or take that love away...  

It is patient and forgiving  
when all others are forsaking,  

And it never fails or falters  
even though the heart is breaking… 

It believes beyond believing  
when the world around condemns,  
And it glows with all the beauty  
of the rarest, brightest gems…  

It is far beyond defining,  
it defies all explanation,  

And it still remains a secret  
like the mysteries of creation… 

A many splendored miracle  
man cannot understand  

And another wondrous evidence  
of God's tender guiding hand.  

Mother’s Love Poem  

And I have hope toward God, which hope these men also  
look forward to, that there is going to be a resurrection of  

both the righteous and the unrighteous. – Acts 24:15. 



Obituary (cont’d)  

Jessie was an amazing cook and known to “throw down” in the kitchen. Her nephew 
was always calling for recipes, “how-to’s” and instructions on the way she and Mama 
Zera made favorite dishes. Her nieces called for fashion advice. Dot had a unique style 
and savvy all her own. She could be counted on to always look her best, from the top of 
her well put together hairdo, right down to her finely manicured hands and toes. It was 
rare you found her not at her best. But what made her a stunner was the beauty of her 
heart. A heart unconditionally pure and true.  

Family meant a lot to her. Jessie loved shopping and flower gardening with her 
daughter-in-law Kelley. When you saw one you often saw the other. She enjoyed 
traveling (road trips to B’ham), travel with the road crew schoolmate Autherine, Joe 
and Easter, fishing and reading. She was a dedicated member of Oprah’s Book Club. 
As an alumna, Jessie enjoyed participating in Westfield class reunions held throughout 
the country. In addition, she enjoyed studying and discussing the Bible. 

Jessie is preceded in death by her husband Joe Willie Clifton Morris, siblings, James 
Howard (son Michael), Maggie Rumilda, Hiawatha (Watt), Laura Chineyce, 
Thaddeus Bert, and Sylister (Sonny); her nieces Donna Faye, Freda (son Joey) and 
Nicky; Father-in-law Clifton Morris, Sr. and Sister-in-law Vernell Caracter. 

She leaves this legacy of love to her loving children Larry (Kelley) and Jaime;  Lynette 
Gibbs and Jeffrey Gibbs, children of her deceased husband, Joe.  Sister-in-laws 
Dorothy Gibbs (Joseph, deceased), Abby Morris, Madie Washington (Harry), 
Magnolia Webber (Marvin, deceased), Shirley Morris (Clifton Jr. deceased); Brother-
in-laws Curtis Morris, Charles Morris (Shawee), Leonard Morris (Delphine), and 
Charles Gibbs (Mattie Gibbs, deceased). Grandchildren Raie, Jerard, Sarena, Tinisha, 
Talia, Ronald, Lamar, Kiara and Azah. Great-grandchildren Nadia, Elijah and 
Cheyenne. Nephews Mack Johnson (Bettie), Plainfield, NJ, and Jay G. Butler (Joyce) 
of Arcadia, CA. Nieces Wilma Jordan (Ronald) of Pasadena, CA; Wanda Green 
(Rodney), Los Angeles, CA, Betty Carter, Oklahoma City, OK and Sonia Darby, Utica, 
NY. A host of great-nephews, great-nieces, great-great nieces and nephews and 
Georgia Searchwell, a dependable and faithful caregiver in her life, and many cousins 
and friends. Extended family namely the Embry's and Madie and Maggie Morris. Her 
love and memory will remain in our hearts and spirits forever. 

“And he will wipe out every tear from their eyes, and death will be no more, neither 
will mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore. The former things have passed away.” 
              – Revelation 21:4.  

The Butler Embry-Morris family would like to express sincere gratitude and 
appreciation to all of our family and friends for showing us love and support during 
this most difficult time. We look forward to the day when we will share in the joy 
with her of being united together in Jehovah’s New World. 

Obituary 

Order of Service 

Opening Song (He Will Call – Job 14:13-15)………………………….Song No. #151 
Opening Prayer – Reading of the Obituary………………………........ Charles Harper 
Memorial Talk – Closing Prayer…………….……...……..........................John Dixon 
Closing Song (See Yourself When All Is New – Rev. 21:15)…………. Song No. #134 
Closing Remarks……………………….................................................Charles Harper 

She was educated in the Jefferson County, Alabama School District. She went to Gary 
Ensley Elementary School, Edgewater Junior High School and graduated from 
Westfield High School in 1959. Jessie attended Alabama State University in 
Montgomery and Miles College in Fairfield, Alabama, both outstanding HBCUs rich in 
cultural training and historical significance.  

She married in 1961 and began a life with Sergeant Willie H. Embry. To this union two 
sons were born, Larry and Jaime. They traveled the U.S. while in the military, living in 
Virginia, New Jersey, Arizona and Georgia. Jessie and her sons settled in New Jersey 
in 1974 with her oldest sister, the late Maggie B. Johnson, who introduced her to and 
where she began studying with Jehovah Witnesses. She continued studying until her 
death, maintaining the belief in the resurrection hope. Her sons motivated her, inspired 
her, and gave her joy, and especially her adorable dog Lil’ Buddy. She instilled in her 
sons a love for Jehovah God, themselves and family. 

Dot began working at the Piscataway Board of Education. She led a life of 
extraordinary courage and strength. She was the first female custodial supervisor at the 
Board, until her retirement in 1992.  

In 1975 Jessie met Joseph Morris and they were married in 1985. They enjoyed 
nineteen years of marriage until his death in 2004.  

Dot was a loving, selfless and devoted wife, daughter, sister, aunt, friend and 
matriarch who was known for her hospitality, hosting and attending cookouts and 
various gatherings of her tight circle of friends and family whom she held dear. 

Graceful, Elegance, Loyalty, and Tenaciousness are all 
words that describe Jessie D. Butler Embry-Morris. 

Jessie Doris Butler was born March 13, 1941, in Jefferson 
County, Alabama, to the late Leslie and Zera Foster Butler. 
She was the youngest born into a family of seven, 
affectionately called “Dot”. She inherited a rich legacy of 
faith, family and character that strengthened all those 
around her. 



Precious Memories of Jessie with her Family 



Precious Memories of Jessie with her Family 


