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Thank you, Lord,  
for opportunities to love  

others with Your love.

As we prepare to embrace one 
another in celebration of a life so 

beautifully lived, let’s reflect on how 
blessed we are to be gathered here 

together in one way or another. Today 
we all stand together feeling the loss 

of our loved one, Elaine Pinion, and 
together we will uplift and comfort 
each other. In the last year, it seems 

every one of us has been touched by a 
loss that is more heartbreaking than ever 

before because in most cases, we’ve had 
to bear our grief alone. We endure 

because we are still able to love,  
to find new ways to express love and 

be loved — and be a blessing. 
Our beloved Elaine wants us to endure, to stay encouraged 
and never ever forget that God is still on the Throne.
So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you. Matthew 7:12



Order Of Service 
Rev. E. Cooper | Officiating

February 26, 2021

Elaine Pinion
H Y M N  O F  C O M F O R T

Blessed Assurance

T H E  W O R D  O F  G O D 
Old Testament | 2 Kings 2:9

New Testament | 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

P R A Y E R  O F  C O M F O R T

M I N I S T R Y  I N  M U S I C
Lord I’m Available to You 

Sung by Sharon Lilly

R E F L E C T I O N S 

R E M A R K S
Video | Reading of Remarks

M I N I S T R Y  I N  M U S I C
He Knows My Name | Sung by Sharon Lilly

E U L O G Y

C O M M I T T A L

R E C E S S I O N A L  M U S I C
Highway to Heaven | by FBCLG organist

I N T E R M E N T 
Franklin Memorial Park 

1800 NJ-27, North Brunswick Township, NJ 08902



The first-born to Henry Nathaniel Gibson and 
Dorothy Mae Cooper Gibson, Elaine Pinion was born  
August 7, 1944 in Newark, NJ, where she grew up 
and attended Newark’s Robert Treat Junior High 
and Central High School.

After graduation, she started her career at 
Benzol Products, and familiar companies 
like Bell Telephone, and Prudential Insurance 
Company. In January 1970, Elaine was hired to 
work for the Federal government in the Office 
of Management and Budget (formerly known 
as the U.S. Civil Service Commission); within two 
years, she advanced to Investigator in the U.S. 
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, 
and remained until retirement in 2003. During 
her time with EEOC Elaine added the role of 
Chief Shop Steward of Local 3555, and Campaign 
Coordinator for the Essex County United Way. 

She received several awards for dedication to 
both those roles and recognition in Who’s Who 
of America.

Once married to John Pinion, the two were 
blessed with beautiful daughters, Louise 
Marie Pinion (July 17, 1963-July, 9, 2009) and  
Veronica “Ronnie” Pinion. 

Elaine Pinion was a member of First Zion 
Hill Baptist Church with Rev. T.H. Rankin in 
Newark, NJ, and then New Hope Baptist Church  
with Rev. Ronald Owens in Metuchen. In 2012, 
she joined First Baptist Church of Lincoln Gardens 
with Rev. DeForest Soaries in Somerset NJ, where 
she was an active participant in the Small Group 
and Senior Bible Study. 

On February 16, 2021  
Elaine Pinion answered God's Call

Elaine leaves her Family with a strong foundation of  
Christian faith and a Legacy of Love. 

Left to celebrate her life is daughter Veronica “Ronnie” Pinion (Kym);  
sisters Karen Gibson, Valerie Mae McCullough, Darlene Michelle Gibson, nieces and 
nephews, Rahsheen Wright (Donald), Janece Brake (Brandon), Barry “BJ” Gibson Jr. 

(Lenek), Jamar Nathaniel Gibson (Lenise),  
Erica Nicole Gibson, Latanya Monique Gibson,  

Joseph McCullough Jr. (Chrystal), her aunt Katherine Gibson (Robert);  
and a multitude of family and beloved friends. 

Elaine’s daughter Louise Marie Pinion, and brothers Barry Waverly Gibson  
and Jerome Gibson predeceased her.



A friend loves at all times. Proverbs 17:17. Our friendship 
and sisterhood began on our first day of Junior High School 
in September of 1958. Thank you for being a friend and a 
sister. I will see you on the other side. Bobbie Malone

I met Elaine in 1970 and we remained good friends 
since that time. I have many good memories of those 
times we shared. Those memories will remain with me 
forever, as I reflect on those times with a smile. Thanks 
be to God that Elaine is no longer suffering and I know 
we will meet again one day. To God be the glory that to 
be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord.  
Willie Creech-Foster

I lovingly remember my dear friend from our childhood 
days to her death. She was a fashion icon. She kept up 
with the latest trends, which included changes in hair 
styles. I remember when she cut her hair very short and 
went natural. I thought she had lost her mind. But, guess 
what, a few years later, I too went natural. (continued) I 
was always a few steps behind her. She was the leader. I 
remember one incident, as if it happened yesterday. One 
afternoon Elaine, Louise, our other childhood friend, and I 
had decided to go out to lunch together. Louise and I were  
casually dressed.  When we went to pick up Elaine we were 
surprised how elegantly she was dressed in comparison to 
us. We told her we were not going out with her dressed 
the way she was. We asked her to change her clothes. She 
went back to her bedroom to change. We waited. When 
she came back to the living room, after changing clothes, 
to us she looked no different.  So as friends do, we said oh 
well, let’s go eat. Frances Wiggins

Queen is the first thing that comes to mind. Aunt Elaine 
was sunshine, she was grace, she was love. I know she is in 
eternal glory. Thank you for all the lessons that changed the 
trajectory of my life. Thank you for loving me when I didnt 
deserve it, and for making us all better. We will miss you so 
very much. I’m glad I told you how proud I am to be your 
niece. Well done Aunt Elaine. We Love You Forever and Always,  
Sheen, Donald, Jada, and Jakari 

Aunt Elaine was the woman in many of my stories. They began 
with “I bet my Aunt Elaine is/could” and would follow with 
something outrageous. She was almost mythical. She never 
stopped showing me love, a military introvert always on 
the go. I can’t express how much I value our conversations, 
letters, and cards. She was the guiding light in our family. 
My Dear Aunt Elaine, I’m blessed and privileged to be your 
nephew. Forever in my heart, you will always be missed. Love,  
Joe aka Joey 

Auntie, words can’t express how I’m feeling. Your love and 
presence will truly be missed. I know you are in a better place 
and your spirit will continue to live with our family. I thank 
GOD for the wisdom and love you had for the LORD. I will 
cherish all our memories together. I will miss your voice, our 
talks about the LORD and your smile. Everyone knew how 
much you loved the LORD and your family. Tanya 

There was nothing Aunt Elaine loved more than the Lord. She 
was a great example of His love and always showed so much 
love to me growing up. I was her niece, but she felt like a 
second mom. She was full of wisdom and grace, and always 
had the right words to uplift me when things weren’t going 
well. I will miss her so much and thank God for giving me such 
a special blessing for as long as he did. Janece

To my Mother-in-Love. “When peace like a river, Attendeth 
my way, When sorrows, Like sea billows roll; whatever my lot, 
Thou hast taught me to say, ‘It is well, It is well, with my soul.’” 
I’m forever great-full Mom-E. Kym Toone

Ms. Pinion was like a mom to me and she embodied 
Ephesians 5:15 wholeheartedly. She reminded me that I’m 
blessed and free to be everything God has gifted me to be. 
Her impact upon my life will forever remain from her words 
of wisdom. When you left her presence her love and prayers 
went with you. Her preparations for the changing seasons 
in her life ushered her into the victory she long awaited.  
Lisa Crayton & Family

Elaine was an outstanding and well appreciated member of our 
Thursday Disciple Group. I always looked forward to engage in 
a God-Spirited conversation about salvation with her, she was 
always well prepared. When God thought who He wanted to 
represent Him on earth, it was Elaine. Our loss is heaven’s gain.  
James R. Fisher

Remarks

In loving memory of my dear sister Elaine. How can I find the words to tell you how much I am going to miss you and our 
talks, even the ones when you would fuss at me. Thank you for stepping in to help take care of me when mommy passed. 
You taught me values ,respect for myself and others. Having you as my big sister was truly a blessing. You were always 
there for me through the good and bad. I am proud of how humble you became. Neither the span of miles nor years 
between us can ever change my love I have for you. I love you Elaine and forever will. Until we meet again. God has truly 
gained a beautiful angel. Valerie Gibson



Where do I begin? The love we shared with each other 
was so strong, so perfect and such a blessing! You were 
more than my mother. You were my Teacher, my Preacher, 
my Confidant, my Best Friend, my Heart, my Rock, my 
Queen, My Gift from God! I thank God for you.

As we celebrate your life today, I will continue to 
celebrated your life, every day! It has been a joy being 
your daughter. 

I am so grateful to God for helping me keep my promise  
to Weez and to myself, that  
I would take care of you always. I will miss everything 
about you. Especially your smile that  
was brighter than the sun. 

Your love for Jesus, grew stronger and stronger and  
your wisdom and faith was appreciated by all. You  
were passionate about your family knowing the Lord  
and you were a true lover and follower of Christ.  
What a legacy you have left! 

Mom, I assured you that I would be okay and I will.  
I find comfort in knowing that you are with the Lord. 
Heaven has truly gained another Angel and so have I. 

Kiss Weez for me as you two rejoice in Heaven. 

I’ll continue to make you proud. I’m so happy we got 
the chance to do so much together. So many precious 
memories I have to cherish. God knows I love you with  
all my heart. 

Thank you Mom for your love!  
Thank you God, for my Mom!

Ronnie

Mom









We sincerely thank relatives near and far,and 
the countless friends and neighbors who gave 
precious time, selfless strength, and endearing 
love throughout the passing months, final days 
and moments to our cherished Elaine. 

Thank you for carrying the family too.  
Your every expression of love and concern  
will continue to be our source of comfort  
in the days that lay ahead.

May God continue to bless each of you  
and your loved ones.



Safe from Harm  
by BeBe Winans and Linda Thompson

If I lose my life, I will find again
I will soar on eagle’s wings and then
Ever cease from war, rest in Jesus arms
For the Lord, He’s good and I am safe from harm
It’s the Lord that gives, heard the prophets say
And I will bless His name, though he takes away
I will trust, not fear, naught to be alarmed
For the Lord, He’s good and I am safe from harm
I’m safe, I’m safe
In the eye of the storm, there’s calm
For the Lord He’s good
My soul is safe from harm
So when the tear ducts swell and my strength has gone
I will still believe when His name I call
He will rescue me for dusk turns to dawn
For the Lord He’s good and I am safe from harm
I’m safe, I’m safe
In the eye of the storm, there’s calm
For the Lord He’s good
For the Lord He’s good
For the Lord He’s good
My soul is safe from harm
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C E L E B R A T I O N  O F  L I F E  
First Baptist Church of 

Lincoln Gardens 
771 Somerset Street 
Somerset, NJ 08873

I N T E R M E N T  
Franklin Memorial Park 

1800 NJ-27 
North Brunswick, NJ 08902


