
I’m Free

Don’t grieve for me now, I’m free
I’m following the path God laid for me.
I took His hand when I heard Him call

I turned my back and left it all.

I could not stay another day
To laugh, to love, to work or play.

Tasks left undone must stay that way
I’ve found my peace at the close of the day.

If my parting has left a void
Then fill it with remembered joy.

A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss
Ah yes, these things I too will miss.

Be not burdened with times of sorrow.
I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow.

My life’s been full, I’ve savored much.
Good friends, good times, a loved one’s touch.

Perhaps my time seemed all too brief
Don’t lengthen it now with undue grief.

Lift up your heart and share with me.
God wanted me now, He set me free.

Thank you to all the family and friends that were there for Robert and 
family.A special thank you to our church family, Genesis Community 

Fellowship.

The family wishes to express their sincere thanks for the prayers, 
concern and help in our time of loss. God bless you all.

May God be with you. Sunrise: February 24th, 1942 -Sunset: May 10th, 2020
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Honorary Pallbearers

Jesse Edward Allen, Ricardo Barber, Michael Bess, Roy Clay, Carlos Crutch, Moses Davis, Thomas 
Davis, Mark Kernell, Cal Mitchell, Randy Monroe, Walter Robinson, Willie Rogers, Omar Shabazz, 
Gerald Stephens, Morris Stephens, Richard Stephens, Tommy Stephens, Doug Thomas, Dan Willard

Obituary
Robert E. Stephens Sr. was born February 24th, 1942 in Linden, Texas to 
Hive Stephens and Elvira (Allen) Stephens. Robert’s education was acquired 
in Linden, Texas and continued when he moved to Portland, Oregon in 1961. 
He went to Portland Community College and earned an Associates Degree in 
Accounting.

Robert met his wife, Pat (Monroe), in 1961 on a blind date, which his cousin 
Earl Mitchell arranged. They got married March 14th, 1964. From that union 
they had two sons, Robert E. Stephens Jr. and Roderic Stephens.

Robert was a member of Vancouver Baptist Church when he first came to 
Portland. After marrying Pat, he became a member of Mt. Sinai Community 
Baptist Church, now Genesis Community Fellowship. As a member of 
Genesis Community Fellowship, Robert served as a Deacon/Elder of the 
church, was a part of the Usher Board, and involved in the Men’s Ministry.

Robert worked for Allied Plating Corporation for some years before he was 
employed with American National Insurance Company. He worked as an 
insurance agent for 28 years before retiring in 2005. During his retirement he 
enjoyed going for walks in the community, bowling, watching sports, judge 
shows, and Cops, and occasionally making his delicious banana pudding.

Robert was preceded in death by his father Hive Stephens and his mother 
Elvira Stephens. He leaves to mourn his loving wife, Pat Stephens, of 56 
years; sons, Robert Stephens Jr. and Roderic Stephens; four grandchildren, 
Ashley (Benjamin) Mullen, Alexander (Gabrielle) Stephens, Montel Miller, 
and Auzurea (Micheal) Caples.

Great Grandchildren - Zion, Imani, Imari, Zuri Mullen, Bailey, Sydney and 
Emory Stephens.

Sisters - Zel Marie Ramsey, Lorene Minor, Ivory Taylor, Mary Frazier, 
Dennis, Martha Martin, Enora Gould, Lenora Cason, Carolyn Stephens and 
Marilyn (Robert) Conner.

Brothers - Morris, Richard, Gerald and Tommy Stephens.

Along with a host of sister and brother-in-laws and a host of nieces, 
nephews, cousins and 
close friends.

Scripture Reading

Psalm 116:12-19 Old Testament
What shall I return to the Lord for all his goodness to me? 13 I will lift up the 
cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord. 14 I will fulfill my vows to 

the Lord in the presence of all his people. 15 Precious in the sight of the Lord is 
the death of his faithful servants. 16 Truly I am your servant, Lord; I serve you 
just as my mother did; you have freed me from my chains. 17 I will sacrifice a 

thank offering to you and call on the name of the Lord. 18 I will fulfill my vows 
to the Lord in the presence of all his people, 19 in the courts of the house of the 

Lord  in your midst, Jerusalem. Praise the Lord.[a]

Revelations 21:1-7 New Testament
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth 

had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully 
dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, Look! 
God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They 
will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4  He will 

wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or 
crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.

5 He who was seated on the throne said, I am making everything new! Then he 
said, Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.

6 He said to me: It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the 
End. To the thirsty I will give water without cost from the spring of the water of 
life.7 Those who are victorious will inherit all this, and I will be their God and 

they will be my children.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+116%3A12-19&version=NIV#fen-NIV-15868a

