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In Memory of Johnnie Ruth Crosby - 1923-2020

She was a Sister, Mother, Aunt and Friend 
Someone on whom you could always depend 
She was Counselor, Advisor, and Mentor to all 

There to pick us up if we should fall

She was persistent, tenacious and so strong willed 
Not one to be stopped or one to be stilled 

She was ahead of her time in so many ways 
Working is all she knew in her early days 

Each year, her garden she would tend 
Sharing her bounty with Family and Friend 
There wasn’t a plant she couldn’t revive 

Even when you thought it would never survive 

Her homemade mac and cheese pie was the best around 
Her chocolate cake could always be found 

Family recipes passed one to another 
Learned and perfected from our great grandmother 

She was loved by her neighbors and all that she knew 
Long standing friendships through the years that grew 

She will always be remembered at the door waving goodbye 
Always smiling without a tear in her eye



Obituary

Johnnie Ruth Crosby passed away peacefully at Prisma Tuomey 
Health Hospital on the afternoon of April 19, 2020 at the age 

of 96 years old. Her birthday was April 21, 2020 and she would 
have graced us with her 97th year. 

Born and raised in Anderson, SC, she was a devoted and loving 
wife to her late husband Ulysses Crosby as well as her 2 children: 

the late Johnnie Joe Fant and Rebecca R Jefferson. She is one 
of a total of 9 siblings for which she is survived by a sister Irene 

Hunter, brother Joe Williams. 

She was a loving Grandmother to Shedaricka Jefferson, Edward 
Jefferson, Savitri Fant, the late Anthony Fant, & Drewayne Fant, 4 
great grandchildren, 7 great grandchildren and an Aunt to a host 

of nieces and nephews and cousins.

She spent her career working for Bobby Dan Manufacturing 
Company as a dressmaker where she was well known and 

admired. In her retirement, she was very active with Evergreen 
CME church participating in various organizations.

A strong devout Christian, she was always consistent in keeping 
her house in order. Very much into choir and Christian music, you 
could often hear her humming in the kitchen as she went about 
cleaning and or preparing a meal for the day. She never wanted 

to sit idle doing nothing. She was a strong, determined and 
fiercely independent woman. We can find strength in knowing her 
story ending here was not from a virus, sickness or disease but 

of her relationship with the Creator and him honoring her wishes. 
For that we are most grateful. She will be missed everyday but 
knowing she is basking in the peace, joy and happiness of God 

the Father Almighty it is well with our souls.

Special thanks to Amedysis Home Health of Sumter and the 
wonderful doctors and nurses at Prisma Tuomey Health Hospital 

that made her transition comfortable and peaceful.

Order of Service

Prayer
Edward Jefferson Jr.

Reflections
Open to anyone that wants to speak

(5 minute limit)

Benediction
Shedaricka Jefferson


