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Pallbearers Floral Bearers 

James Tristan Watkins 

James Tristan Watkins, Jr. 

Joshua Brown 

Jasmine “Tristina” Watkins 

Judy Phillips 

Joyce Johnson 
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A gust of air 

You uplift in everyway 

Help the days progress 

Push us all towards success 

A fountain of wisdom 

With a never-ending flow 

You are special 

That’s why he chose you 

To intersect our path 

A lesson in the good times and bad 

I’ve always imagined you with wings 

An angel to us all 

Now 

Fly Fly Fly   

Spread your wings 

And know our time with you 

Was special all in all 

 

-Joshua Jamond Brown  

 

 

 

 

The Family’s Expression of Gratitude 
We, the family of the late Jimmy Watkins would like to sincerely thank 

you, our many friends for your every expression of sympathy, visits, 
telephone calls and prayers during our bereavement. Also, a special thanks 
to Columbia’s Care Services, Restorative Health Services, Mary Louise Hayes 
and Joshua Brown for your dedication, hard work, compassion and health 

care for Jimmy. 
-The Family 

Services Entrusted to: 

Bostick-Tompkins Funeral Home 

Columbia Office 
2930 Colonial Drive 

Columbia, South Carolina 29203 
803.254.2000 

 

Sumter Office 
353 Manning Avenue 

Sumter, South Carolina 29150 
803.848.4002 



REFLECTIONS OF HIS LIFE 

Mr. Jimmy Watkins transition from this world into eternity on June 8, 2021 in 
Columbia, SC.  He was born in Fort Mitchell, Alabama on April 14, 1944 to the late 
Waddell and Nicie Rutledge Watkins. 
 
Jimmy attended the public schools of District Heights of Columbia.  He furthered his 
education and obtained an undergraduate degree from Howard University where 
he studied Mathematician and Mathematics Economics. He also attended the 
University of California at Berkeley and earned a Master’s Degree in Transportation 
Engineering and Mathematics.  He also earned an Associate of Arts Degree in music 
from Prince George Community College.  On April 3, 1965, he was initiated as a 
member of Alpha Phi Omega Zeta Phi Chapter and on May 4, 2000, he was inducted 
into the PhiTheta Kappa Society on May 4, 2000.   
 
Jimmy took pride in being a Butcher while attending high school and college. In 
1969, he began his Federal Government career, working for the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) as a mathematical statistician.  He stayed with that agency for 
11 years until he was employed by Energy Information Administration (EIA) in 1980. 
During his employment with FAA, he transferred to the agency’s office in Denver, 
Colorado, for 2 years. During his time in Colorado, he applied for a job with the 
Department of Energy (DOE) which made it possible for him to move back home to 
the Washington, DC, area where he retired in 1988. He also tutored high school and 
college students in Mathematics.  
 
Jimmy attended and worshipped at Johnson Memorial Baptist Church.  As a part of 
his civic duty, he developed a tutoring scholarship program for local high school 
students.  Jimmy’s hobbies included playing piano, chess and tennis. He composed 
the words and music to the song “Cross That Bridge”.  Jimmy was a devoted father 
to his son James, and he was immensely proud of his accomplishments and he loved 
his grandchildren deeply. He was loyal to everyone he loved and his sense of humor 
always kept everyone around him laughing and he was always the life the party. He 
was well traveled and had the opportunity to share many of his adventures with his 
son James Tristan. Jimmy resided in Columbia, SC until the departure of his life on 
Tuesday, June 8, 2021.  He shared a special bond with his niece Cynthia Johnson, 
whom welcomed him into her home with open arms, and gave of herself 
unselfishly.   
 
Jimmy was predeceased by his father, Waddell Watkins; mother, Nicie Rutledge; 
brothers, Waddell Watkins, James Watkins, Rozzell Watkins, Dewitt Watkins and 
William Watkins; sisters, Nicie (Watkins) Jones and Rebecca (Watkins) Pearson; 
uncle, Reverend Mitchell Johnson and aunt Elizabeth Johnson, who raised 
him from a young age. 
 
Although Jimmy' sweet physical presence is no longer with us, his memory will live 
forever in the hearts and minds of all who were fortunate to have known and loved 
him.  He leaves to cherish precious memories, his wife and mother of his son Tristan, 
Carolyn Chess Watkins; sons, James Tristan (Roxanne) Watkins of Valencia, CA and 
Eric Watkins of Mobile, AL; grandchildren, Jasmine Tristina Watkins of Valencia CA, 
James Tristan Watkins Jr of Valencia, CA; uncle, Isaac Watkins of California; sibling, 
Elizabeth (Horace) Johnson of Columbia, SC; a loving and devoted friend, Paulette 
Queen of Washington, DC; and a host of devoted nieces, nephew, cousins other 
loving relatives and friends. 

 

 

 

 

I walked around daily anticipating, but ready 

I was willing and waiting. 

There was no fright, just very much excited, 

cause I knew where I was going. 

I would truly be alright. 

To me my flesh endured a small amount of pain, 

Knowing I made it to the top of the mountain, 

I don’t feel the same 

I’m happy and free you’ll one day see, 

then we will be together again, you and me. 

My decision maker thought my journey should end 

But not forever, only to begin. 

I hope you understand what had to be. 

There’s no room for all who know him to be free. 

I must let you know I smile every day 

With beauty all around, wearing a crown. 

If you must cry, let it be tears of joy, 

I’m with the father, having eternal life 

So thank Him for the good deed He’s done 

By saving your son. 

You loved me lots, but He loved me more, 

My turn just came first, to walk through heaven’s door. 

You don’t have to wonder you know I made it in 

To my mother, father, and true friends, 

I’ll see you all when your end begins 

 

 

Order of Service 

 

 

Prelude 

Processional 

Hymn of Praise ............................................................................................ “Order My Steps”  

Scripture Readings ......................................................................................................................  

Prayer of Comfort ........................................................................................................................  

Selection ............................................................................................................. Joyce Johnson 
“Amazing Grace” 

 

Poem ..................................................................................................................... Joshua Brown  

 

Remarks ................................................................................................................. Judy Purnell 

Horace Johnson 

James Tristan Watkins and Family  

Selection ...................................................................................................... Willyette Barnett 
"Cross that Bridge" composed and written by Jimmy Watkins 

 
Words of Comfort ......................................................................... Reverend Sean Dreher  

Recessional 

 

Services of Commendation 

Committal, Closing Prayer, Benediction & Interment 

 

Bush River Memorial Gardens  
5400 Bush River  Road • Columbia, South Carolina 29210 

 


