
 

 
 

 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 

He leadeth me beside the still waters. 

He restoreth my soul: He leadeth me 

 in the path of righteousness for His name’s 

sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley  

of the shadow of death,  

I will fear no evil: for Thou art with me;  

Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me. 

Thou preparest a table before me in the 

 presence of mine enemies: Thou anointest 

 my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me  

all the days of my life:  

and I will dwell in the house of the  Lord   
for ever. 
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              Dearest Estelle, 
 
                   We thought of you in love today,  
                                but that is nothing new. 
                   We thought about you yesterday  
                         and days before that, too. 
                        We think of you in silence, 
 
                        we often speak you name.  
                  Now all we have are memories 
                    and your picture in a frame.  
                      Your memory is our keepsake  
                       with which we’ll never part.  
                          God has you in his keeping, 
                        we have you in our hearts. 
 

-        -Your devoted family & friends 

 
 

The Family Acknowledgment 
We, the family of the late, Estelle Counts, wish to thank everyone 
for their acts of kindness and sympathy during our bereavement. 
Whether shown or expressed in words or deeds, a hug, or even a 

simple smile, you have helped to lift our spirits and make our load 
lighter. 

The family extends special recognition and sincere thanks to 
Providence Hospital (Forest Drive), Columbia, S.C., the Palliative 

Care team, and Chaplain for their care of our beloved Estelle. 

  

Bostick-Tompkins Funeral Home 
2930 Colonial Drive 
Columbia, SC 29203 

 

Willie A. Tompkins, Founder 
(803) 254-2000 

bosticktompkinsinc.com 



Reflections of Her Life 
 

Estelle Counts, daughter of the late Jessie and Hattie 
(Peay), was born on April 14, 1930 and grew up in Elgin 
(Blaney), South Carolina. She was one of 8 children that 
included Annie, Margaret, Jessie, Robert, Sadie, Lottie 
and Elsie.   
 

She was educated at the Johnson School in the Kershaw 
County School System and was later employed at Fruit-
of-the-Loom. 
 

Estelle was immensely devoted to serving her church 
and her community in body, mind, spirit, and 
financially. She was a devout Christian who loved the 
Lord and thought nothing of sacrificing her time and 
resources in service to others. 
 

As a faithful member of Mount Sinai A.M.E. Church, she 
enjoyed many roles, especially as a member of the 
Hospitality and Kitchen Ministry and the Senior Choir. 
Each year, the Senior Choir would hold an annual 
anniversary fundraiser where donations are raised to 
help improve the church building. 
 

Estelle had a generous heart and her appreciation for 
others was manifested through her love for cooking. As 
a benevolent baker and President of the Kitchen 
Ministry, Estelle and her team would prepare the food 
for numerous events that were held at Mt. Sinai. During 
the times when she could not prepare the food for the 
church, she had it catered. Estelle was known and 
appreciated by her family members and friends for her 
signature pound cake, with a hint of lemon! 
 

Estelle was predeceased by her parents; her sisters 
Elsie, Annie, Sadie, and Lottie; and her brothers, Robert 
and Jessie. 
 

She leaves to cherish her memory and celebrate her life, 
one sister, Margaret; numerous nieces and nephews; 
and a host of other relatives and friends. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Standing:  Sadie, Jessie, Estelle, Robert 
Seated:   Lottie, Annie, Margaret 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
         
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Order of Service 
Lic. Steve Dowling 

Supply Minister, Officiating 
Mount Sinai A.M. E. Church, Elgin, SC 

 

  Prelude ...........................................................................................................  
 
 

   Processional ........................................................... Clergy and Family 
 

   Opening Hymn  ................................. Mt. Sinai AME Church Choir 
“There’s not a Friend” 

 
 

  Prayer of Comfort ......................................................................................  

    Scripture Reading ....................................................................................  

          Old Testament .................................... Rev. Samuel McPherson 
Psalm 24:1-10 

          New Testament ............................................ Lic. Steve Dowling 
I Thessalonians 4:13-18 

 
   Selection ........................................................................................................   

 

    Reflections  ........................................................... Lic. Steve Dowling 

Bro. Joe Counts, Cousin  

 

    Resolution ...................................................... Mt. Sinai AME Church       

       

    Tribute ..........................................................................................................  

  

    Selection.......................................................... Mt. Sinai AME Church  
“In the Upper Room” 

 

     Words of Comfort .................................  Rev. Samuel McPherson 
Presiding Elder, Lancaster District AME Church  

 

    Recessional .................................................................................................  
 

Interment 
Addison Family Cemetery 

714 Smyrna Road ⬧ Elgin, SC 


