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One night a man had a dream… 
He was walking along the beach with the Lord 
and across the sky flashed scenes from his life. 

In each scene, he noticed two sets of footprints in the sand; 
one made by him,and the other by the Lord. 

 
When the last scene of his life flashed before him,  

he looked at the footprints in the sand, 
and noticed that many times along the path of life 

there was only one set of footprints. 
He also noticed that it happened at the worst times of his life. 

 
This bothered him, so he asked the Lord about it. 
Lord, You said that once I decided to follow You, 

You’d walk with me all the way. 
But, I’ve noticed that during times of trouble, 

 there is only one set of footprints. 
I don’t understand why You left me 

when I needed You most. 
 

The Lord replied, 
My precious child, I love you and would never leave you… 

During your times of trouble, where you see only 
one set of footprints, 
I was carrying you. 

 

There are not enough words to fully express our heartfelt thanks for the 

sympathy, love and support you have extended to our family during this 

time of loss. May God continue to bless you. 

-The Sligh Family 

 
 

Bostick-Tompkins Funeral Home 
2930 Colonial Drive 
Columbia, SC 29203 

 

 

Willie A. Tompkins, Director 
(803) 254-2000 

bosticktompkinsinc.com 



 

Sergeant First Class Richard Sligh was born November 29, 1937, in 

Aliquippa, Pennsylvania to the late Richard Sligh, Sr. and Doretha Sligh. 

He passed away March 26, 2021, in Columbia, SC, at the age of 83.  

SFC Richard Sligh served his country proudly as a soldier and retired 

from the Department of the Army in 1987. SFC Richard Sligh served two 

combat tours in Vietnam and received the Bronze Medal. In addition, he 

was awarded the Joint Service Commendation Medal for meritorious 

achievement for serving as Chief Radio Instructor/Communications 

Directorate of the inauguration of President Ronald Reagan. In 1985, he 

was awarded the Army Achievement Medal for exceptionally 

meritorious achievement while serving as the Lead Non-Commissioned 

Officer (NCO). SFC Richard Sligh outstanding knowledge in all aspects of 

communications and his well-developed skills in the quick development 

of tactical communications systems greatly enhanced the units he 

served in defensive posture. After retiring from the military, he was 

employed by the SC Department of Correction and later retired. SFC 

Richard Sligh went on to establish and operate a successful construction 

company prior to his illness.  

He is preceded in death by his sisters, Geraldine Jennings and Beatrice 

Sligh. He is also survived by a host of great-grandchildren, nieces, 

nephews and special friends: Anthony and Charlene Martin.  

SFC Richard Sligh is survived by his children,  Tara Vanessa Washington, 

Richard Fitzgerald Sligh, Rodney (Teresa) Sligh, Kenneth (Molette) Sligh 

and Travis Dion Sligh; former wife, Ruby Sligh; his grandchildren, 

Tameka Barczak, Ashley Squire, Shacora Sligh, Chastiney Ford, Kim 

Taylor, Keisha Sligh, Maurice Sligh, Brittany Parker, Kristee Jones, 

Alexander Jones, David Jones, and Richard Sligh; his sisters, Dorothy 

Dantzler, Annette Jackson and Minister Scharline Hart; brother, Robert 

Sligh; and special nephew,  David Jennings.  

 

 
Don’t grieve for me, for now I’m free 

I’m following the path God has laid you see. 

I took his hand when I heard his call, 

I turned by back and left it all. 

I could not stay another day, 

To laugh, to love, to work, or play, 

I found the peace at the close of the day. 

If my parting has left a void, 

Then fill it with remembered joys. 

A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss, 

Oh yes, these things I too will miss. 

Be not burdened with times of sorrow,  

I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow. 

My life’s been full, I savored much, 

Good friends, good times, a loved one’s touch, 

Perhaps my time seemed all too brief, 

Don’t lengthen it now with undo grief. 

Lift up your heart and peace to thee 

God wanted me now; He set me free. 
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