
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please don’t say that I gave up, just say I gave in.  Don’t 
say I lost the battle, for it was God’s war to lose or win.  
Please don’t say how good I was, but that I did my best.  

Just say I tried to do what’s right.  To give the most I 
could, not less.  Please don’t give me wings or halos, 

that’s for God to do.  I want no more than I deserve, no 
extras, just my due.  Please don’t give me flowers or talk 
in real hushed tones.  Don’t be concerned about me now, 

I’m well with God, I’ve made it Home.  Don’t talk about 
what could have been, it’s over and it’s done.  Just see to 

all my family’s needs, especially the little ones…When 
you draw a picture of me, don’t draw me as a Saint.  I’ve 
done some good, I’ve done some wrong, so use all your 

paint.  Not just bright and light tones.  Use some grey and 
dark.  In fact, don’t put me down on canvas, paint me in 

your heart.  Don’t just remember good times, but 
remember all the bad, for life is full of many things, some 
happy and some sad…But if you must do something, then 

I have one request, forgive me for the wrongs I’ve done 
and with the love that’s left, Thank God for I’ve been 

blessed.  Thank God for all who loved me.  
 Praise God who loved me best. 

 

 

We, the family of the late Ernest “Big John” Rikard, thank our family and 
friends for your many expressions of sympathy and love.  The prayers, 
food, visits, telephone calls, text messages, flowers, cards and all acts of 
kindness shown during our time of sorrow will always be remembered.   

- The Family 
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Mr. Ernest Rikard, better known as “Big John” was born 

September 4, 1938 to the late Ernest T. Holman and Annie 

Lee Rikard.  He departed this life on February 11, 2021, at 

Prisma Health Richland Hospital.  
 

During his spare time, he enjoyed working on automobiles 

and fishing.  He left a lasting memory with everyone he met.  

He was employed by Happy Daddy’s Towing Service for over 

25 years.  

 

Mr. Rikard was predeceased by his son, Willie Earl Holman, 

sisters Gussie Mae Bookman, Bonnie Wilson and brother, 

Eugene Samuel.  

 

He is survived by his wife Alberta Mills Rikard; seven 

children, Jenny Okpobrisi of Nashville Tennessee, Lisa 

Hammond, Christopher Hammond, Anthony Maxwell, Cory 

Mills (Brandy), Kernard Mills and William Mills all of 

Columbia, SC; thirteen grandchildren; eight great-

grandchildren; two great-great grandchildren; siblings Katie 

Robinson (Leroy) of Leesville, SC, Kathy Brooks of Columbia, 

SC, Henrietta Samuel, Phyllis Ann Ruff, Lawson Samuel, Jr., 

Rodney Wise, all of Newberry, SC, Kenneth Samuel (Jannie) 

of Prosperity, SC and James Phillip Samuel (Barbara) of 

Augusta, GA; special friend, Earl Harrison  and a host of 

nieces, nephews and other children’s lives he touched and 

loved dearly. 

 

 

 

 

I've done my work, I've sung my song, 

I've done some good, I've done some wrong, 

And I shall go where I belong; 

The Lord has willed it so. 

He knows my heart and every thought, 

He knows what pain and joy I've brought; 

And by His love I shall be taught 

The way to Him I know. 

 

He knows my soul so weak and blind, 

So full of fears of mortal mind, 

And He will lead, and I shall find 

The way to Him, I know. 

He guides my steps, and He knows best, 

He will not harm where He is blest. 

And so goodnight, I'll take my rest, 

Where sweet wild roses grow. 

 

 

Processional .................................................... Clergy and Family 

Prayer of Comfort ............................................................................... 

Selection ............................................................ Henrietta Samuel  

Scripture Readings ............................................  Neisha Samuel  
John 5:28-29 

 
 

 Remarks .............................................................. Family & Friends 

Words of Comfort................................................................................  

 

 


