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Have you seen my Daddy? 
 I don't know where he's gone. 
Sometimes it hurts so much 
I can't seem to carry on. 
    
I hear he doesn't look quite the same. 
He doesn't need much rest. 
The IV and medications are all gone; 
In fact, he looks his best. 

    

Is he playing tag with his parents? 
In that place way up high? 

Or is he napping in God's garden 
Where the beautiful in hammocks lie? 

    

Some say he is always watching. 
I hope this to be true 

And that one day he'll return to me 
And say, "I've come for you." 

    
Have you seen my Daddy? 
I imagine he's doing okay, 
Though it hurts to know 

I can't call him every day. 
    

I really miss my Daddy. 
I wasn't ready to say goodbye. 

It will never be the same. 
Years from now, I know I'll cry. 

 
Your Son 

Lil Richard, Love you daddy 

The family of Richard Ervin Boykin, Sr would like to thank each 
and every one of you for the food, thoughts, cards, calls, visits and 

most of all your prayers in our time of bereavement. 
May God bless you all.  
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To Everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under heaven. 

Ecclesiastes 3:1  

 

Richard Ervin Boykin Sr. was born on November 29, 1950 in Columbia, 

South Carolina to his late mother, Jessie Lee Boykin and father, Mose 

Kennedy. He departed this earthly journey on Tuesday, February 9, 

2021 at National Healthcare Center in Columbia, South Carolina after a 

brief illness. 

Richard was educated in the Richland County School System. He 

graduated from Hopkins High School in 1968. In 1969 he enlisted in the 

United States Marines Corps, and fought in the Vietnam War. He served 

as a Lance Corporal until his honorable discharge in January 1975. After 

his discharge from the Marines, he later served as a Sergeant in the 

South Carolina Army National Guard, and received an honorable 

discharge in September 1995, after 20 years of service. While serving as 

a guardsman, he earned a trade as a welder, and was employed with 

Lockjoint (welding company in Columbia) for several years. He 

ventured out and became a self-employed painter, where he remained 

until retirement in 2012. 

Richard loved his family. He doted on and was extremely proud of his 

children and grandchildren. He was a member of Zion Chapel #2 Baptist 

Church. He was very friendly, talkative, and out-going. He was admired 

for being a sharp dresser; and displaying vast knowledge on almost any 

subject. 

He was preceded in death by his parents; a daughter-Shambra Denise 

Solomon; a sister-Dori Jean Boykin Randolph; a brother-Marvin Tyrone 

Boykin Sr. 

Left to cherish the precious memories of his life are his son- Richard 

Ervin Boykin Jr. (his mother-Linda Gresham) of Columbia, SC: five 

grandchildren- Erica Solomon of Atlanta, GA, Charod (Marsha) Boykin 

of Ft. Bliss Texas; Tyler Lamar of Norfolk, Virginia; Kira Boykin and 

Cameron Boykin of Columbia, SC; a great-granddaughter-Sariah Scott 

Boykin of Columbia, SC; a brother, Charlie Boykin of Hopkins, SC; six 

sisters- Margaret Baker, Julia Mae Kennedy of Columbia, SC; Sandra B 

Bladen of Dallas, Texas; Terry Boykin of Columbia, SC; Carolyn Lloyd of 

Gadsden, SC; Stephanie B. Small of Columbia, SC; one sister-in-law -

Sandra Boykin of Columbia, SC: two aunts and three uncles: a host of 

nieces and nephews-grand and great-grand: many other relatives and 

friends. Richard presence will be greatly missed.    

 
Angels 

 

The sky is filled with Angels 

With puffy lacy wings 

The remnants of God's beauty 

With treasures they now bring 

Each one of them a Guardian 

That travels in the sky 

To watch throughout eternity 

Their parents from on high 

Smiles that come from Angels 

They fall like crystal rain 

Eases earthly burdens 

Lifting all life's pain 

Halos so astounding 

That glitter gold each day 

Following their loved ones 

In such a perfect way 

Wings in gentle breezes 

That fall from up above 

Kissing every parent 

With everlasting love 

Angels soar through heaven 

With everlasting light 

Looking down from heaven 

Saying their "goodnights" 

Kissing all who loved them 

So gently on the face 

This life's tender mercy 

Each parent can embrace 

Wings and shiny halos 

Travel from on high 

Surrounding all their loved ones 

They never say good-bye. 
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