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We little knew that day,  
God was going to call your name.  

In life we loved you dearly,  
In death, we do the same. 

It broke our hearts to lose you. 
You did not go alone.  

For part of us went with you,  
The day God called you home. 

You left us beautiful memories,  
Your love is still our guide.  

And although we cannot see you,  
You are always at our side. 
Our family chain is broken,  

And nothing seems the same, 
But as God calls us one by one, 

The chain will link again. 
 

 

The family of the late Renee Prater, wishes to express their sincere 
appreciation and all expressions of kindness and concern shown during 

their time of bereavement.   
May God bless you for your thoughtfulness. 
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Renee Yvette Prater, the eldest of six children was 
born on December 8, 1958 to the late Wylie and 
Sandra Ellis (Vaughn) in Pittsburgh, PA. She departed 
this life in her home on Saturday, January 2, 2021 after 
battling an illness of long duration.  

Renee was educated in the Pittsburgh Public School 
System.  

In 1973 Renee married Fred Prater at the young age of 
15 and their union lasted 40 years. Within this union 
four children were born.  

 The family migrated to South Carolina where Renee 
resided for over 30 years. Renee loved to spend time 
crocheting. She also loved to care for others as she was 
a foster parent and opened her home for foster 
children. She always expressed her love in the best 
way she could with anyone around her. She was stern 
but loving.  

She retired from Richland Memorial Hospital (now 
known as Prisma Health Richland) in 2018.  

Renee is survived by her four children, Fred Prater, Jr, 
Lynn (Ethel) Prater, Rashad Prater and Tamika Prater; 
eight grandchildren of South Carolina ; five siblings, 
Cornell (Christine) Ellis, Tyrone (Verna) Ellis, Norman 
Ellis, Wylie (Sharon) Ellis III and Venetta Ellis; four 
half siblings, Lloyd Means, Janice Means, Margorie 
David and Devon Ellis; two aunts, Deborah Jenkins and 
Denise Moore; special friend, Jay Jones and a host of 
nieces, nephews, cousins, other relatives and friends 
whom will miss her dearly.  

 

 

 

Don't cry for me today,  

I wouldn't want it this way.  

Be strong and smile,  

for you will see me in a while. 

I know you miss me,  

but now in Heaven I will be. 

Do not keep your sad face,  

I am in a much better place.  

Do not let your tears fall,  

for I cannot wipe them all. 

Yes, my life wasn't long.  

But I'm begging you to be strong.  

Live every moment as if it were your last,  

I won't forget any memories that have passed.  

Cherish life and love as I watch you from above.  

As I remember all of the good things, 

I come to see I have gotten my wings. 

It is time to go and fly,  

as your guardian angel I will try.  

Don't cry for me today,  

I'm on my way.  

Soaring through the sky,  

I watch all of you telling me goodbye 

Prelude ........................................................................................... Lean on Me 

Processional .........................................................................................................  

Scripture Readings ..................................................... Apostle Edith Sligh  

 

Prayer of Comfort ...............................................................................................  

Selection. ................................................................................................................   

Reading of Obituary 

Reflections (2 minutes) .......................................................... Tyrone Ellis 
Norman Ellis 

Wylie Ellis 
Family & Friends  

 
Selection .......................................................................... Apostle Edith Sligh 
 
 
Words of Comfort ........................................................ Apostle Edith Sligh 
 
 

 
Recessional ...............................................................................................  

 


