
  



“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; he has appointed me to preach Good News to the poor; he has sent 
me to heal the broken-hearted and to announce that captives shall be released and the blind shall 

see, that the downtrodden shall be freed from their oppressors, and that God is ready to give 
blessings to all who come to him.” 

Luke 4:18-19 

 

On May 17, 1947 in Columbia, South Carolina, a beautiful baby boy was born to 

Emanuel and Annie Mae Oglesby Shell. The proud parents named him Willie 

James Shell. He was the 7th child of 12 children, five brothers and seven sisters. 

He received his formal education in Richland County Public Schools. He 

graduated in 1966 from Bethel High School. He was an outstanding athlete and 

played half-back on the Bethel High School Tigers football team from 1963-

1966. The Bethel Hansberry Alumni Association (BAAHS) honored the Tigers 

during a special half-time football game in dedication of their new high school.  

He returned to school later in life and acquired his Associate Degree in Practical 

Theology and his Bachelor of Biblical Studies from the Institute for Christian 

Works Bible College Seminary. He also received his Doctor of Divinity Degree 

from The International Overcoming College of Religion, James Dussault University. He was a certified 

Christian Counselor. 

On September 30, 1966, he was drafted into the United States Army and after basic training was sent to 

Vietnam as a Demolition Expert. He served his country in that capacity until September 29, 1968. From 

October 1968 until September 29, 1972, he was in the Reserves. He received an Honorable Discharge from 

the United States Army on September 29, 1972. He was a Military Demolition Expert and received the 

following accommodations: National Defense Service Medal; Vietnam Service Medal w/3 Bronze Service 

Stars and Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal. 

He was a member of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite Free Masonry Modern 

Free and Accepted Masons of the World, Inc., Progressive Lodge, No. 060 in 

Columbia, S.C.  (July 25, 1985) 

After leaving the military, he was employed as a Boiler Operations Manager in 

Columbia, South Carolina Richland Memorial Hospital and Licensed Fireman for the 

Department of Labor & Industry in Newark, New Jersey (License #B-71366) in 1972. 

The most important job of his life was being a Servant. Accepting Jesus Christ as his 

Personal Savior and Lord, his life began to change and take on a new meaning. He 



began to study the Word of God and apply the Word of God to his life. Miracles began to happen for him 

and he was never the same. 

He accepted the Call to preach and was licensed on March 16, 2000. He was licensed as an Ordained 

Minister on April 20, 2001, and, appointed Elder in November of 2001. He was ordained as a Bishop on 

March 12, 2013. 

He organized and pastured True Light in Christ Jesus Worship Center 

from May 1, 2008 and retired as full-time pastor when his physical health 

began to fail him in 2017. 

He loved music and played several instruments: drums, guitar, organ and 

piano. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, Emanuel and Annie Mae Shell, 

his grandmother, Addie Oglesby, a sister, Minnie Stearns, and three brothers: Virgin Emanuel Shell, Jr., 

Grover Shell, and Richard Jones. 

Bishop Shell will always be remembered as a true Servant of God by the way he gave his life to serving 

others, never taking, but giving. He gave advice, money, food, a place to stay, and counseled hundreds.  

He loved clothes and was an expert, extraordinaire dresser, always representing his Father where ever he 

went. 

 He married the Love of his Life and soul mate, Dr. Emma M. Shell on November 9, 2012. They shared seven 

years and seven months before he said “I Love You” for the last time. 

He fought a good fight, never leaving his course. He left this earthly life on Saturday, June 27, 2020 and 

entered his Father’s arms in heaven. 

His life of memories will always be remembered by his devoted, loving and caring 

wife, Emma; daughters: Anastasia Shell of Newark, N.J.; Syranna Davis of Columbia, 

S,C,; Special and beloved daughter: Kayla Jackson of Lake City, S.C.; Sons: Manuel 

Howard Shell and Sharod James Hooker, both of North Carolina; Willie Davis of 

Columbia, S.C.; grand children: Harmony Davis and Genesis Wilson, both of Columbia, 

S.C.; six other grand children and two great-grands all of North Carolina; Brothers: 

Freddie Shell, Deacon Rufus Shell (Barbara), James Edward Benson (Manida), and 

Ernest Dinkins (Myrtle), all of Columbia, S.C.; Sisters: Ola Barnett (Frank) of East 

Orange, N.J., Euretha Coleman (Tim), Mary Henry, Maude Davis, Addie Branch, and 

Gloria Diane Shell, all of Columbia, S.C.; one beloved aunt, Lecie Worthy of Columbia, S.C.; Sister-in-laws: 

Sadie Shell, and Janie Shell, all of Columbia, S.C.; one Brother-in-law: Isaac Mundy, Jr. (Tonia) of Columbia, 

S.C.; nieces, nephews, cousins, friends and loving relatives, all of whom will share in his transition. He will 

also be missed by his life time “Bros”: Rodney Egister, Joe Bright, Randall Rozier, and Lance Smith. 
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When I think to some 30 plus years ago, I have many memories and 

stories I could share with you, about my life and those individuals 

that have captured my heart in some way. Today, I want to share 

with you, one special man. I will tell you just how special he is to God, 

his family and to me.  

When I think of Rev. Dr. Willie James Shell, I see a strong man, a 

wonderful son, a loving father, a man of humility, a man who truly 

loves family and the Lord Jesus Christ. I see a man that was sacrificed 

much of his life, so that others could enjoy freedom, today. The 

greatest sacrifice that he made was to “give a portion of his life” for 

the freedom that America now enjoys, during his tour of duty in the 

United States military, while in Vietnam. Truly, I can say that he has 

mastered “The Impossible Dream”. 

My friend and the love of my life, has dreamed the impossible dream. 

He fought the unbeatable foe. When love ones and partners fell 

around him, he bearded the unbearable sorrow, he ran where the 

brave dare not go. 

My friend and the love of my life, tried to right, the unrightable 

wrong. His love is so pure and chaste from afar. When illness took 

over his body, and his physical heart was about to stop, he still tried 

and succeeded. When his arms were too weary, he succeeded, to 

reach the unreachable star. 

This was his quest, to follow the star, no matter how hopeless it 

appeared to be, no matter how far. He continued to sacrifice himself 

and fought for the right. He is still fighting today, for what’s right, 

without question or pause. He is truly a man of God, willing to march 

into hell, for a heavenly cause.  

Today, his heart can finally be peaceful and calm. And the world is a 

better place for this, his sacrifice of his self, so others could have 

freedom. One man scorned and covered with scars, still striving, with 

his last ounce of courage. He succeeded in being re-united with the 

love of his life, Emma…to reach the unreachable star.  

May you live forever and your health be restored completely.  

I Love You, I Love You, I Love You 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  



  



 

Family and Friends Family and Friends 
 

Dear Family and friends please be advised that I have moved...       

I received a call the other day from God, and he informed me that my new home was complete. 

I knew that my mansion needed some finishing touches and Jesus Christ had to inspect it and give 

me the final approval. 

On June 27, 2020, He let me know that my mansion was complete and that I could move in, so He told 

me to go ahead and change my address. 

Well, my new home is furnished and what a sight to behold. Its located in an exclusive estate area 

behind a beautiful pearly gate of course you know the streets are paved with gold & every day is 

Sunday, just like you've been told. Trees of fruit grace my garden here and I can walk and talk with 

my master with not a worry or care. 

There is a peace here along with joy, happiness and no pain or heartache, no strife of discontent, 

only sweet, serenity. I can dine at the Master's bountiful table and listen to heavenly choir and best 

of all, my Heavenly Father is here in all his glory; and yes, I have my own designer, who has fitted me 

with my very own white robe and my very own wings. I could go on and on about my new home, but 

instead I am going to pray that you get to move here yourself one day but, before I go, let me give you 

my new address: 

 

 Pastor Willie Shell 

7 Heavenly Circle 

Godstown, Heaven  

 

P.S. I don’t have a phone, but you can always call on God.  If you don't know his number, read your 

Bible, it's listed on every page. 

We, the family of the late Pastor Willie Shell would like to express our sincerest thanks and heartfelt 
appreciation for the many comforting phone calls, text messages, floral tributes, prayers, and many other 

expressions of love and kindness. We love you all!! 
 

Services Entrusted to: 

 
Columbia Office 

2930 Colonial Drive 
Columbia, South Carolina 29203 

803.254.2000 

Sumter Office 
353 Manning Avenue 

Sumter, South Carolina 29150 
803.848.4002 

 


