
           

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deacons of Ephesus Deaconesses of Ephesus 

 
Don’t grieve for me, for now I’m free 

I’m following the path God has laid for me. 
I took his hand when I heard his call, 

I turned my back and left it all. 
I could not stay another day, 

To laugh, to love, to work, or play, 
I found the peace at the close of the day. 

If my parting has left a void, 
Then fill it with remembered joys. 
A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss, 
Oh yes, these things I too will miss. 

Be not burdened with times of sorrow,  
I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow. 

My life’s been full, I savored much, 
Good friends, good times, a loved one’s touch, 

Perhaps my time seemed all too brief, 
Don’t lengthen it now with undue grief. 

Lift up your heart and peace to thee 
God wanted me now; He set me free. 

 

 
We the family of the late Mary J. Baskerville gratefully 

acknowledge with sincere gratitude and appreciation the many 
expressions of sympathy and support.  We pray God’s richest 

blessing be with each of you. 

Bostick-Tompkins Funeral Home 
2930 Colonial Drive 

Columbia, South Carolina 29203 

 Willie A. Tompkins, Director 
(803) 254-2000 

bosticktompkinsinc.com 



Mrs. Mary J. Baskerville 

Mrs. Mary J. Baskerville was born February 26, 1935 in 

Sumter County, South Carolina.  She was the beloved 

daughter of the Late Loman and Sarah Dyson.  On July 4, 2019, 

Mrs. Mary J. Baskerville departed her earthly journey at 

National Healthcare Parklane (NHC).  We want to thank NHC 

for their love and care while she resided there. 

Mary was a faithful member of Brooklyn Temple SDA Church 

in Brooklyn, NY.  She became interested in teaching the 

children in Cradle Roll and fell in love with it.  She relocated 

with her family from Brooklyn, NY to Columbia, SC and 

continued to teach the Cradle Roll class until she was not able 

to attend church any longer.  Mary devotedly participated in 

the Deaconess Ministry and taught the Cradle Roll Sabbath 

School for over 30+ years.  Mary was known for her coconut 

pies, biscuits and her “WISDOM”. 

Mary J. Baskerville loved her family.  Her commitment to her 

husband of fifty (50) years is a testimony to her marriage 

vows and the beliefs she held regarding the family unit. 

Memories will be cherished by her husband, Ronald 

Baskerville; daughter, Rhonda (Michael) McBride; daughter, 

Tori Ellis; son, Kevin Baskerville; granddaughter, Vanessa 

(Robert) White; great-grandboys, Ronald White, Malachi 

White, Mathias White and Micah Smith; Aunts, Katherine 

Williams and Lessie China and a host of cousins and friends. 

 

One night I dreamed I was walking 

along the beach with the Lord. 

Many scenes from my life flashed across the sky. 

In each scene I noticed footprints in the sand. 

Sometimes there were two sets of footprints, 

other times there were one set of footprints. 

 

This bothered me because I noticed 

that during the low periods of my life, 

when I was suffering from 

anguish, sorrow or defeat, 

I could see only one set of footprints. 

 

So I said to the Lord, 

"You promised me Lord, 

that if I followed you, 

you would walk with me always. 

But I have noticed that during 

the most trying periods of my life 

there have only been one 

set of footprints in the sand. 

Why, when I needed you most, 

you have not been there for me?" 

 

The Lord replied, 

"The times when you have 

seen only one set of footprints, 

is when I carried you." 

Order of Service 
 

Prelude 

Processional ................................................................ Clergy and Family 

Prayer of Comfort ............................................. Pastor Keith Woodard 

Officiant Remarks ............................................. Pastor Keith Woodard 

Scripture Readings 

Old Testament ....................................................................... Psalm 21 
Elder Robert Scott, Sr. 

New Testament .................................................. Revelation 21:1-4 
Elder Phillip McNeil Sr. 

Reading of the Obituary .................................................................... Clerk 

Music of Consolation ............................................. “The Midnight Cry” 
Deacon Leon O’Neal 

Words of Comfort ...................................... Pastor Marcellus Howard 

Closing Song .......................................................... “One Day At A Time” 
Deacon Willie Hunter 

Benediction ................................................................. Elder Sam Paschal 

Recessional ....................................................... Platform Ministers Exit 
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