
  



 

 

A Tribute to Those I Love… 

And to Those Who Love Me 
 

When I am gone, release me, let me go 

I have so many things to see and do, 

You mustn’t tie yourself to me with tears, 

Be happy that we had so many years. 

I gave you my love, you can only guess 

How much you gave to me in happiness. 

 

I thank you for the love you each have shown 

But now it’s time I traveled on alone. 

So grieve a while for me, if grieve you must, 

Then let your grief be comforted by trust. 

 

It’s only for a while that we must part, 

So bless the memories within your heart. 

I won’t be far away, for life goes on 

So if you need me, call and I will come. 

 

Though you can’t see or touch me, I’ll be near 

And if you listen with your heart, you will hear 

All of my love around you soft and clear 

And then, when you must come this way alone, 

I’ll greet you with a smile, and Welcome Home. 



 

 

  



 

 

The Obituary 
Joseph MacNeal Watson was born September 9, 1992 to Joe C. and Phyllis H. Watson. Joe and Phyllis were 

very proud that God had given them a son to love, nurture and cherish. As an infant, he was baptized at 

Springhill A.M.E. Church under the Reverend Kleckley. 

He was given the name “The Bud” by his father and grandfather. Joseph was loved by all, especially his 

grandmother, aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews, and cousins. He knew they loved him by that infectious smile 

he had. With that smile of his, Joseph taught them how to love and understand one another as God meant 

us to do. Joseph attended Saxe Gotha and Carolina Springs School, and was ultimately home-schooled by 

his mother. 

Joseph, his mother, and others were advocates for getting playground equipment for special needs children 

at the Virginia Hylton Park in Lexington, South Carolina. 

Joe and Phyllis, Joseph’s parents, were by his side through all his illnesses. Joseph had so much love for his 

father that whenever his dad would enter his hospital room, all the monitors and alarms would go off. 

Medical personnel would think something was wrong only until they entered his room to find that his dad 

had come into the room. 

Joseph was dearly loved by Shannon, David, Jamie, Jarrod, Zedrick, Daniel, Allen, Sema’J, Demond, Danica, 

Jaleeya, Malachi, Omari, and Caden. They will remember him by that smile of his and the caring ways they 

had for each other. 

We will miss Joseph, but God had bigger plans for his angel. He left us all with lessons on loving, joy, peace, 

and how to be of good courage. 

He was predeceased by his maternal grandfather, Herbie D. Caughman; paternal grandparents, George and 

Ralphetta Watson; great-grandmother, Jennie Holman; great-grandfather, Johnny Caughman; sister, 

Shantay Holman; uncles, Olin Watson and Anthony Cancer; aunt, Bettye W. Cancer; and great uncle, Herbie 

J. Holman. 

Precious memories and special moments will be forever cherished by his loving parents, Joe C. and Phyllis 

H. Watson; his grandmother who spoiled him endlessly, Carrie E. Holman; special mothers, Tekoa Y. 

Holman and Janice M. Summers; aunts: Annie (Alvin) Caughman, Yvonne (Wallace) Humphrey, Judy Hill, 

Shelby (David) Clark and Yvonne Watson; uncles: James W. (Betty), Tommy L. (Francis), James and Russell 

Watson, and Michael Holman; great-grandmother, Cubia Caughman; great aunt, Mineva (Rogers) Cook; 

great uncles, John L. (Denise) and Terrance R. Caughman; great-great uncles, James Hiller and Freddie 

(Evelyn) Holman; and great-great aunts: Florence Hiller, Margaret Holman, and Lessie Leaphart. Joseph 

also leaves his adopted great-grandmother, Marayal Wise; adopted grandparents, Shirley and Sherrill 

Harris; and adopted aunt and uncle, Louise and Luther Wise. 



 

 

The Order of Service 

Prelude 

Processional ............................................................................................................................................................................. Clergy and Family 

Opening Hymn ............................................................................................................................................................. “Oh, I Want to See Him” 
Spring Hill A.M.E. Choir 

Prayer of Comfort ................................................................................................................................... Reverend Dr. Amos O. Harling, Jr. 
Pastor, St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church  

Musical Tribute ......................................................................................................................................................................... Mr. Daniel Perry 
Joseph’s Cousin 

Scripture Readings 

The Old Testament .......................................................................................................................................... Psalm 23:1-6 
The New Testament ........................................................................................................................................... John 14:1-7 

Selections ............................................................................................................................................. Keith Devault, Jr. and Monica Martin 

Expressions of Love and Acknowledgments ............................................................................................... Deacon James W. Watson 
Joseph’s Uncle 

Deacon Jimmy McKiever 
A Family Friend 

Brother Brandon Willis 
Family Member and Friend 

Sister Shirley Harris 
On Behalf of the Church and Family 

Selection .................................................................................................................................................................. “You Keep on Blessing Me” 
Spring Hill A.M.E. Church Choir 

Words of Comfort .............................................................................................................................................. Reverend E. Robert Thomas 

Selection ............................................................................................................................................................................ “I Can Go to the Rock” 
Ms. April McGuire 

Recessional 

The Final Farewell to Our Beloved Joseph ....................................................................................................... Bostick-Tompkins Staff 

Postlude ........................................................................................................................................................“Every Day Will Be Like Sunday” 
Ms. April McGuire and Mr. Daniel Perry 

 

Spring Hill A.M.E. Church Cemetery 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

James I. Watson 

Douglas E. Watson 

Terrance R. Caughman 

Russell L. Watson 

Darryl Hill 

Brandon Willis 

Lexington Masonic Lodge #251 

 

Order of the Eastern Start, Ruth Chapter 

 
An angel lived among us,  

A gift from God above. 
He showered us with kindness 

And shared with us his love. 
 

He cherished every moment 
With the family who was his life; 
Walking hand in hand together,  

Facing life with all its strife. 
 

He loved his family dearly, 
Each one a different way, 

Nestled close within his heart. 
Though, now, he's far away. 

 
He's gone to live with Jesus. 

But, he's here with us, today, 
Smiling down on every one of us, 

And telling us he's okay. 
 

The family of Joseph MacNeal Watson acknowledges with sincere appreciation every kindness and expression of 

love shown in thought, word and deed. How truly grateful we are to have wonderful friends like you! Your love 

and support for our family has been very much appreciated during this time of loss. It is difficult to find words to 

express how thankful we are for your expressions of love to our family. But most of all, we thank you for your 

prayers as they continue to sustain us. Special love and thanks are extended to Cordelia Willis, Deidra Willis 

Brandon Willis, Letitia Summers, Linda Gerald, and cousin, Fred Watson. 

May God continue to bless each of you in a very special way. 

Bostick-Tompkins Funeral Home 

2930 Colonial Drive 

Columbia, South Carolina 29203 

 

Willie A. Tompkins, Director 

(803) 254-2000 

bosticktompkinsinc.com 



 

 

 

 


