
Nephews and Great-Grandsons 

 

Family and Friends 

 
 

I now can rest in peace 

as I never could before. 

I answered the gentle knock 

of the angels at my door. 

So please don’t mourn for me 

as new wings I now claim. 

I have taken my flight to Heaven 

because the angels came. 

 

The Bellinger, Kohn, and Neal families gratefully acknowledge all acts 

of kindness shown during the confinement and passing of our loved 

one, Irma Kohn Bellinger. We are indeed appreciative of the care 

administered by the National Health Care (NHC) Center of Parklane 

Road in Columbia, South Carolina. 

May God continue to bless and keep you. 

 

Bostick-Tompkins Funeral Home 
2930 Colonial Drive 
Columbia, South Carolina 29203 

Willie A. Tompkins, Director 
803.254.2000 

bosticktompkinsinc.com 



“I nust work the works of him who sent me, while it is day: 

The night cometh and no man can work.” — John 9:4 

  
Irma Kohn Bellinger, 92, was born February 20, 1925 in Columbia, South Carolina. She was the 

youngest of three children born to the late Reverend Charlie J. Kohn and Leila Jones Kohn. On 

Thursday, December 28, 2017, she was called to eternal rest from National Health Care Center 

(NHC) of Columbia. 

Irma and her siblings grew up in the historic Waverly section of the city. Her formative years as 

an elementary student were spent at Waverly Elementary School, which was followed by her 

matriculation at the historic Booker T. Washington High School as a member of the class of 1941. 

She and her classmates shared many memorable class reunions over the years until her health 

declined. 

Several years after graduating from Booker T. Washington and a short stint at Benedict College, 

she left Columbia for Jamaica, New York. She and her husband of sixty-two years, (the late) 

Theodore Eugene Bellinger, reared their three children: a daughter Yvette, and two sons, Duane 

and Gregory, who all preceded her in death.  

During her long years of living in Jamaica, New York, Mrs. Bellinger proudly worked in the 

culinary field and served as a caterer with several companies for approximately twenty-one 

years. However, she took the most pride in her role as a homemaker, who was always available 

for her children as they arrived home from school each day to a hot dinner, and later for her 

grandchildren while they were in New York.  

Following the death of her husband, “Gene”, in 1989, she moved back to Columbia to be with her 

beloved sister, LaVerne Kohn Neal, and big brother, Lenzo C. Kohn, Sr. She also rekindled some 

of her relationships with neighborhood friends and classmates who she enjoyed talking and 

getting together with regularly as she was a talker. She could tell a good story about any past 

event as well as be the “life of the party” or tell some hilarious jokes that would leave a listening 

ear in stitches. 

Rejoicing in her precious memories after 92 years on this journey are her grandchildren: Kendra 

Jean Brown Briscoe (Derek) of Richmond, Virginia, Adrian Bellinger (Tanika) of Gloucester, 

Virginia, and Jerome Bellinger (Arleckoa) of Columbia, South Carolina; son-in-law, Jesse Brown 

of Stone Mountain, Georgia; thirteen great-grandchildren; and many nieces and nephews (the 

Bellingers, Kohns, and Neals), brothers- and sisters-in-law across the country, other relatives, 

and friends, all of whom will miss her dearly. 

Prelude 

Processional ................................................................................... Clergy and Family 

Final Farewell to Our Beloved Irma .......................... Bostick-Tompkins Staff 

Hymn of Praise ........................................................................ “Blessed Assurance” 

Scripture Readings ............................................................ Reverend Joseph Hood 
Second Calvary Baptist Church, Columbia, SC 

Old Testament .................................................................... Ecclesiastes 3:1-6 

New Testament .................................................................... Romans 14:7-12 

Prayer of Comfort ................................................................................ Dr. Carl Wells, 
Pastor, Second Calvary Baptist Church 

Remarks (three minutes please) .................................. Kendra Jean Brown Briscoe 
 Granddaughter 

Acknowledgments and Reading of the Obituary ............... Adrian Bellinger 
Grandson 

Selection ............................................................... “Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus” 

Words of Comfort ................................................. Reverend Dr. Blakely N. Scott 
Pastor, First Nazareth Baptist Church 

Recessional 
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