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I am home in Heaven, dear ones; 

Oh, so happy and so bright! 

There is perfect joy and beauty 

In this everlasting light. 

All the pain and grief is over, 

Every restless tossing passed; 

I am now at peace forever, 

Safely home in Heaven at last. 

Did you wonder I so calmly 

Trod the valley of the shade? 

Oh! but Jesus' arm to lean on, 

Could I have one doubt or dread? 

Then you must not grieve so sorely, 

For I love you dearly still; 

Try to look beyond earth's shadows, 

Pray to trust our Father's Will. 

There is work still waiting for you, 

So you must not idly stand; 

Do it now, while life remaineth — 

You shall rest in Jesus' land. 

When that work is all completed, 

He will gently call you Home; 

Oh, the rapture of that meeting, 

Oh, the joy to see you come!  

 

The family of the late Thomasina Briggs wishes to express their sincere 

gratitude to you all. The kindnesses shown to them during this time of 

bereavement will never be forgotten. May God bless you all. 

  

Bostick-Tompkins Funeral Home 

2930 Colonial Drive 
Columbia, South Carolina 29203 

 

Willie A. Tompkins, Director 

(803) 254-2000 
bosticktompkinsinc.com 



For I am ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. 

I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 

Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 

righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them 

also that love his appearing. 

II Timothy 4: 6-8 (KJV) 

 

 

Thomasina M. Davis Thacker Briggs was born June 30, 1929 in 

Columbia, South Carolina. She and her two sisters were reared by 

their aunt, Elnora Neely, and uncle, Josephus Neely, along with their 

three children, who instilled in her a love of education and public 

service.  

“Thom” as she was affectionately called by family and friends, was 

educated in the public schools of Columbia at Waverly Elementary 

and Booker T. Washington High School, Class of 1946. She received 

a bachelor degree in Social Sciences and History from North Carolina 

A&T State University. Graduate studies were pursued at Howard 

University, and her Master of Education was earned at the University 

of South Carolina.  

She taught for several years in the public school system at Perrin 

Thomas Elementary and Wardlaw Jr. High. Her work experience 

included the University of South Carolina where she was employed 

as an instructor.  

As a member of Zion Baptist Church, Thom served as a primary 

Sunday school teacher and worked diligently in the Vacation Bible 

School as a music teacher and Bible instructor. She was instrumental 

in organizing and developing one of the first Educational 

Enrichment Programs with a church based in Columbia for African-

American youth at Zion Baptist Church. Accepting a challenge from 

former Chancellor Dowdy of NC A&T State University, she and 

several other missionaries moved on towards implementing a viable 

program in the church. Thom organized and directed the first Bell 

Choir in an African-American church in Columbia. Her work was 

endless, and she seemed happiest when she was involved.  

Featured in the 1991 edition of A Journal Accepting Baptist Leaders 

in South Carolina, Thom holds membership in several organization, 

including the Missionary Society, the Musical Choir, Mass Choir, 

Waverly Wide Awake Circle, National Council of Negro Women, 

National Association of University Women, the Friendly Bunch, 

Octare Plus Bridge Club, Church Women United, Richland County 

Retired Teachers Association, Zion Baptist Historical Committee, 

Martin L. King Neighborhood Association, Richland County 

Education Association of Retired Teachers. Thomasina was 

appointed by Mayor Patton Adams to serve on the Memorial 

Committee for the late Martin L. King, Jr. She was a former secretary 

for Ward 33. Thomasina was appointed to the Citizen’s Advisory 

Committee for Community Development. She also served as a 

member of the Richland County Appearance Commission. She was 

the recipient of the Living the Legacy Award given by NCNW for 

worthwhile contributions. 

She was very giving to all, sometimes at the expense of her own 

wellbeing. She asked for little return. Thom had a great sense of 

humor, loved life, and having fun. She enjoyed playing the piano, 

singing, and gardening. Thom had a long rich life; and now it’s time 

for her to rest and be at peace.  

Left to cherish precious and fond memories are her son, Milton 

Thacker; daughter, Eleanor Briggs; grandson, Joseph Briggs; sister, 

Elnora Robinson; sister-in-law, Josephine Rembert; niece, Nicole 

Rembert, and nephew, Lamar Rembert; goddaughter, Clarietta 

Marshall, and godson, Albert Jackson; grand-goddaughter Mia 

Roberts, and grand-godson, Furman Roberts, III; and a host of loving 

relatives and friends, all of whom join the family in sharing the grief 

caused by her departure, but rejoice that she is resting with the Lord. 

Prelude 

Processional .................................................................. Clergy and Family 

Hymn of Praise .................................................. “Oh, I Want to See Him” 

Scripture Readings 

Old Testament ..........................Reverend Ernest W. Frierson  

New Testament..........................................Reverend Israel Gist 

Prayer of Comfort....................................... Reverend Cynthia Walters 

Solo .................................................................... Zion Baptist Church Choir 

Reflections (three minutes please) ............ Deacon Isaac Washington  

Clarietta Marshall 
Goddaughter 

Councilman Seth Rose 
Richland County Council 

Solo ......................................................................Deacon Herbert Barnette 

Words of Comfort........................................... Reverend Andrew Davis 

Selection ................................................................................. “I’ll Be Alright” 

Recessional 

Final Farewell to Our Beloved “Thom” ............................. BTFH Staff 
(in the vestibule) 

Postlude...................................................... “When We All Get to Heaven 
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