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Twas 11 days before Christmas, around 9:38am when 20 beautiful 

children stormed through heaven’s gate. Their smiles were 

contagious, their laughter filled the air. They could hardly believe 

all the beauty they saw there. They were filled with such joy, they 

didn’t know what to say. They remembered nothing of what 

happened earlier that day. Where are we asked a little girl as quiet 

as a mouse. This is heaven declared a small boy. We are spending 

Christmas at God’s house. When what to their wondering eyes did 

appear, but Jesus, their savior, the children gathered near. He 

looked at them and smiled and they smiled just the same. Then he 

opened his arms and he called them by name. And in that moment 

was joy that only heaven can bring. Those children all flew into the 

arms of their king and as they lingered in the warmth of his 

embrace, one small girl turned and looked at Jesus’ face. And as if 

he could read all the questions she had. He gently whispered to her, 

I’ll take care of Mom and Dad. Then he looked down on Earth, the 

world far below he saw all of the hurt, the sorrow, and woe. Then he 

closed his eyes and he outstretched his hands, let my power and 

presence reenter this land. May this country be delivered from the 

hands of fools. I’m taking my nation. I’m taking back my schools. 

Then he and the children stood up without a sound, Come now my 

children, let me show you around. Excitement filled the space, some 

skipped and some ran. All displaying enthusiasm that only a small 

child can. And I heard him proclaim as he walked out of sight. In the 

midst of this darkness. I am still the light. 

 
 

The Family wishes to thank their many friends and church members for all 

acts of kindness shown to them. Your calls, visits, floral expressions and gentle 

words will forever remain in our hearts. Whatever your kindness, 

please accept our everlasting gratitude. 
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I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth 

there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 

shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all 

them also that love his appearing. 

II Timothy 4: 7-8 (KJV) 

 

Ms. Ernestine Lewis, the loving and only daughter of William and 

Dorothy B. Lewis, was born Wednesday, September 19, 1956 in 

Columbia, South Carolina. She transitioned to eternity on November 2, 

2017 at Palmetto Health Richland Hospital, after a brief illness.  

“Stine”, as she was affectionately known, was a graduate of Eau Claire 

High School, Class of 1974. She was employed in several capacities until 

she pursued a career with Rite-Dose Pharmaceuticals Company. 

In addition to her parents, Ernestine Lewis leaves to cherish her 

memories, her brothers: James Sr., Frederick, and Gerald (Mary) Lewis, 

and Tony (Linda) Hunter; her sister, Barbara Lewis; her nieces: 

Dominique, Marcia, and Aneisa; nephews: James Jr., Dante (Te’Erica), 

and Christopher; grandnephews, Bre’on and Aubre’y; grandnieces: 

Ashanti, Rayyanna, Anita, Alyssa, and Synthia “Taylor”; as well as a host 

of aunts, uncles, cousins, and dear friends. 

She was predeceased by her grandparents, John Wesley and Maria 

Bright, and Wessie and Jessie Lewis, and nephew, Gerald “GL” Lewis. 

Prelude 

Processional ....................................................................................... Clergy and Family 

Final Farewell to Our Beloved “Stine” .................................................. BTFH Staff 

Hymn of Praise ................................................... Bethlehem Baptist Church Choir 

Scripture Readings 

Old Testament .............................................. Minister Albert H. Thompson  

New Testament ................................................... Reverend John Thompson 

Prayer of Comfort........................................................... Reverend John Thompson 

Selection .................................................Bethlehem Baptist Church Jubilee Choir 

Reflections (three minutes please) ........................................ Deacon Michael Glover 

Minister Lawrence Daniels 

Deacon Harry Canzater 

Poem ..................................................................................................... Mary Wilson, Aunt 

Selection ................................................................. Bethlehem Baptist Church Choir 

Words of Comfort ....................................... Reverend Dr. Anthony A. McCallum  

Recessional 
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