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By By By By Carolyn M. Ellison 

 

Family, please don’t grieve for me. 

I am free! 

This old earthly body has failed me. 

I knocked on Heaven’s door, 

And God answered 

“Come home my child. 

Your new Heavenly body will set you 

free!” 

No more suffering, 

No more chronic pain, 

I am free! 

Family when you think of me, 

Rejoice; rejoice on the love and happy 

times we shared. 

That may help to ease your pain, 

Someday we will meet again. 

The only thing I ask 

Is that you be ready 

If God happens to call your name. 

For whatever reason, I had to leave you. 

Just know God doesn’t make mistakes. 

I am free! 

Words cannot express the heartfelt love and prayers during our time of bereavement 

for our dear Mother, Sister, Grandmother, Great grandmother and Aunt.  From the 

depths of our hearts, we, the family of the late Ms. Dessie Ree Ellison, are sincerely 

grateful to each and every one for your time, food, cards, flowers, and most of all your 

LOVE.  Please continue to keep our family in your prayers as we pray for you. 

 

Bostick-Tompkins Funeral Home 

2930 Colonial Drive 

Columbia, South Carolina 29203 

 

Willie A. Tompkins, Founder 

(803) 254-2000 

bosticktompkinsinc.com 



“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give as the world gives. 

Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” John 14: 27 
 

 

 
 

 

In remembrance of Dessie Ree Ellison, who was gifted to this world on 

June 13, 1947 to the late Moses and Carrie Ellison.  She departed this 

earth and gained her wings on July 14, 2017 at her home in Columbia, 

South Carolina. 

“Desiree”, as she was affectionately known, grew up in Pontiac, South 

Carolina. She was educated in Richland County public schools. She 

enjoyed working for The Capital City Club in Columbia for many years 

until her health declined. 

She exuded a beautiful spirit that matched her beautiful smile. She was 

available to any and every one at all times.  She was friendly and humble; 

and there was no such thing as a stranger to Desiree. She embraced 

everyone she met with a hug and a kiss and treated them like family 

upon introduction. 

In addition to her parents, she was predeceased by her life partner, 

Jessie Ward; her older sister, Evelyn Smiley; her older brother, Raymond 

Patterson; and son-in-law, Andrew McClain. 

Dessie Ree leaves to mourn her passing: her daughters, Brenda McClain 

and Carolyn Ellison, both of Columbia, South Carolina; her sisters: 

Mozell Shell, Kathleen (Michael) Campbell, Margaret Robinson and 

Annie Bell (Charles) Owens; and brothers, John (Betty) Patterson and 

Moses Ellison, Jr. She also leaves four grandchildren: Christopher 

(Danielle) Ellison, Emily (Joshua) Jones, Cierra Ellison and Dominique 

(Victoria) Ellison; seventeen great-grandchildren; and a host of other 

loving relatives and friends who will miss her dearly. 

  

 

If I could write from Heaven,  

This is what I’d say,  

Please do not miss me too much,  

I’m with you throughout your day.  

You may not see or hear me,  

But if you’re quiet and still, 

You may just feel my presence; 

Because in Heaven, there is free will.  

Don’t worry for the day, 

it will come and go as planned,  

Enjoy each moment you are given,  

Keep worry from your hand.  

Keep sorrow to a minimum; 

For if Heaven you could see,  

You’d know I’m safe and happy,  

I did not cease to be.  

Moments in time are brief,  

until we’ll be together again,  

as Eternity lasts forever,  

our lives, they have no end.  

 

 

Pastor, Pine Grove Community Church 

Prelude................................................................................................ Alfred Davis 

Processional .......................................................................... Clergy and Family 

Final Farewell to Our Beloved “Desiree” ......... Bostick-Tompkins Staff 

Hymn of Praise ....................................................... Minister Lashawn Goode 

Scripture Readings .............................................. Minister Donnie Blanding 

Old Testament ..................................................................... Isaiah 61:1-3 

New Testament ...................................................... II Corinthians 1:3-7 

Prayer of Comfort ................................................ Reverend Vermell Siebles 

Solo ....................................................................... Minister Margaret Robinson 

Reading of the Obituary ......................................... Minister Laura Strange 

Remarks ................................................................................... Mr. Donald Ward 

Poem ............................................................................ Desiree’s Grandchildren 

Solo .............................................................................. Minister Lashawn Goode 

Words of Comfort ......................................................... Pastor Johnny Gibbes 

Recessional 

Postlude .................................................................................. “Don’t Cry for Me” 
By Whitney Houston 

Committal, Closing Prayer, Benediction & Interment 

1101 Buckner Road • Columbia, South Carolina 


