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It’ll get easier as time goes by. 

I’ve done my best to live a good life, 
For I knew, if I did, I would be with God 

and have no more strife. 
As my body lies there, it’s only a shell. 

God has called me home, and my job I’ve done well. 
Now I’m happy and very content, 

For the things I’ve done wrong, I repent. 
As I see your faces, that makes me sad, 

But I have made it, and for that I am glad! 
You know and I know that it’s hard on earth — 

So you shouldn’t cry at death, but a birth. 
I have no worries, pain or fears, 

Because I’m with God, so dry your tears, 
I love you all, and this is what I want you to do: 

Put God first in your life, 
And I’ll be seeing you. 

 

 

The family of the late Deacon Clarence Johnson sincerely appreciates 
the many expressions of love and sympathy extended to them during 
their time bereavement.  We extend a special appreciation to a loving 
caretaker and niece, Annes Quzack, Mr. Cody Samuel, Walter T. Gause, 

Jr., Devoted Care (Rateisha Knightner and Elaine Fair); and the 
Amedisys Home Health Care Team.  We would also like to acknowledge 

and extend our gratitude to his two loving nieces (Susie and Suzanne 
Johnson) and his nephew (Ernest Johnson, Jr.) for their lifelong endless 

support to the family from far and near.  May God bless all of you!   
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“For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself.  For whether we 

live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, we die unto the Lord; whether we 

live, therefore, or die, we are the Lord’s.” 

Romans 14:7-8 
 

 

Deacon Clarence Johnson, the son of the late Sula Williams and 

Rush Johnson, was born on October 2, 1929 in Orangeburg, 

South Carolina. He departed this earth on Monday, July 3, 

2017.  Deacon Johnson was educated in the Orangeburg public 

school system and later moved to Columbia, South Carolina, 

after losing his mother at a very early age. His friends and 

family from his youth affectionately called him “Mutt” because 

of his chunky cheeks. 

Deacon Johnson gave his life to Christ at an early age and was 

an active member of Mt. Zion Baptist Church in Cope, South 

Carolina. After completing his formal education, he desired to 

do more and enlisted in the United States Army, serving as a 

Medic Specialist (Licensed Practical Nurse). This commitment 

took him all over the world to experience different cultures 

and life in the military. Deacon Johnson had an illustrious 

military career that spanned more than 25 years.  He faithfully 

served in the Korean War and did two tours in Vietnam. 

Deacon Johnson was awarded numerous commendations for 

his military service to include: the Combat Medic Badge, the 

Army Commendation Medal, four Overseas Service Bars, four 

Good Conduct Medals, the Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with 

Palm Ribbon, the Vietnam Campaign Medal and the Vietnam 

Service Medal with three Bronze Service Stars. He retired 

honorably as a Sergeant First Class in 1977. 

During his early military career, Deacon Johnson was blessed 

to marry the love of his life, R. Lou Gilbert of Dorchester, 

South Carolina. They were married for 48 beautiful years 

until she preceded him in death on November 10, 2006. To 

their union, two children were born: Kenneth L. Johnson and 

Cyvonne M. Johnson. Deacon Johnson faithfully served his 

family and loved going on outings to visit friends and family.  

He could often be found sowing seeds into young people’s 

lives with stories and examples of life experiences. He was 

known to his family and relatives as “Jerry”, a nickname given 

to him by his wife. 

After retiring from the military, Deacon Johnson continued 

his profession in the healthcare industry as a Mental Health 

Specialist for the South Carolina Department of Mental 

Health from where he was blessed to retire for a second time.  

After retirement, he spent his time serving others and honing 

his craft in gardening, which became his favorite hobby.   

Deacon Johnson had a servant’s heart and he faithfully served 

God for many years at Rice Chapel Outreach Ministries in 

Columbia, South Carolina. He was currently a member of 

Second Chance Universal Church in Columbia, where he 

faithfully served as a Deacon until his death.   

Deacon Johnson was preceded in death by his parents, his 

loving wife and his siblings: Leroy, Ernest, George, Maggie 

and Susie. He leaves to cherish fond memories of him: one 

loving daughter of the home, Cyvonne M. Johnson, and one 

son, Kenneth L. Johnson of New Albany, Indiana; one 

daughter-in-law, Sirdearis Scott of Columbia, South Carolina; 

one stepsister, Myrtle Stevenson of Barnwell, South Carolina; 

one aunt, Julia Kate Glenn of Dorchester, South Carolina; two 

sisters-in-law, Clara Quzack and Christine (Wallace) Tribble, 

both of Columbia, South Carolina; and a host of other loving 

relatives, cousins and friends, all of whom will miss him 

dearly.   
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