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When I am gone, release me, let me go. 

I have so many things to see and do, 

You mustn't tie yourself to me with too many tears, 

But be thankful we had so many good years. 

I gave you my love, and you can only guess 

How much you've given me in happiness. 

I thank you for the love that you have shown, 

But now it is time I traveled on alone. 

So grieve for me a while, if grieve you must 

Then let your grief be comforted by trust 

That it is only for a while that we must part, 

So treasure the memories within your heart. 

I won't be far away for life goes on. 

And if you need me, call and I will come. 

Though you can't see or touch me, I will be near 

And if you listen with your heart, you'll hear 

All my love around you soft and clear 

And then, when you come this way alone, 

I'll greet you with a smile and a "Welcome Home". 
 

Difficult times like these remind us of the importance of family and friends. 

Thank you so much for the kindness you have shown our family. 

It is greatly appreciated and will always be remembered. 

 
Bostick-Tompkins Funeral Home 

2930 Colonial Drive 

Columbia, South Carolina 29203 

 

Willie A. Tompkins, Founder 

(803) 254-2000 
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Sister Diana M. Boyce Black was born September 19, 1954. She was 

the daughter of the late Henry and Saint Elizabeth Boyce of Columbia, 

South Carolina. She departed her life on June 17, 2017 at Palmetto 

Health Richland. She was married to the late Johnny Wallace Black of 

Charlotte, North Carolina. 

She attended Carver Elementary, W.A. Perry Middle and C.A. Johnson 

High Schools, graduating in 1972. 

At an early age, she became a member of the United House of Prayer 

for All People, under the leadership of the late Bishop W. McCollough. 

She served on several auxiliary boards, to include: the McCollugh 

Flower Girls, the McCollough Maids, the Youth Choir, the McCollough 

Escorts and the Holy Land State Mass Choir. She was known for being 

a lead vocalist of the songs “If I Perish”, “I’ll Make It” and “Fill My Cup”. 

Diana was employed by the South Carolina Department of Mental 

Health for ten years until her unexpected retirement in December 

1989 due to health reasons. 

In addition to her parents, she was predeceased by her brother, 

Albert Boyce, and sister, Eartha Mae Boyce. 

Those who will forever cherish precious memories of Diana are: her 

daughter, Master Sergeant Courtney (Major Antwan) Austin, and 

three grandchildren: Micah, Caleb and Gabrielle Austin, all of 

Leavenworth, Kansas; and her brothers, Johnny and Henry Boyce, and 

sisters, Linda Boyce and Sharon Mack, all of Columbia, South Carolina. 

She also leaves to mourn her passing: a sister-in-law, Mamye 

Barringer of Raleigh, North Carolina; an uncle, Julius Perry of 

Charlotte, North Carolina; her niece and caregiver, Kenyatta “Your 

Favorite Niece” Boyce of Columbia, South Carolina; and a host of 

nieces, nephews, other loving relatives and friends, all of whom will 

miss her dearly. 

 

God looked upon his garden 

And found an empty place. 

He then looked down upon this earth 

and saw your tired face. 

He put his arms around you 

And lifted you to rest. 

God's garden must be beautiful for 

He always takes the best. 

He knew that you were suffering; 

He knew you were in pain. 

He knew you would never 

Get well on earth again. 

He saw the road was getting rough, 

And the hills were hard to climb. 

So He closed your weary eyelids 

And whispered, "Peace be thine." 

It broke our hearts to lose you; 

But you didn't go alone. 

For part of us went with you 

The day God called you home. 

You left us beautiful memories, 

Your love is still our guide. 

And though we cannot see you, 

You are always at our side. 

Our family chain is broken, 

And nothing seems the same. 

But as God calls us one by one 

The chain will link again. 
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Scripture Readings 
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Prayer of Comfort ................................................................ Elder Norman Summers 
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Remarks (three minutes please) ............................... Dr. Reverend James F. Lambert 
Senior Pastor, Independent Baptist Church, Leavenworth, KS 

Reverend Samuel Perry 
Senior Pastor, Family Vision Ministry, Columbia, SC 

Elder Larrie Butler 
New life Fellowship Church, Blythewood, SC 
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Words of Comfort ................................................................. Apostle Jeremiah Wynn 

Recessional 

Committal, Closing Prayer, Benediction & Interment 

1101 Buckner Road • Columbia, South Carolina 

Immediately following the interment, please join the family for a repast in the 
United House House of Prayer Fellowship Hall. 


