
           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family and Friends 

 
I’m at rest now, so don’t cry; 

It’ll get easier as time goes by. 

I’ve done my best to live a good life, 

For I knew, if I did, I would be with God 

and have no more strife. 

 

As my body lies there, it’s only a shell. 

God has called me home, and my job I’ve done well. 

Now I’m happy and very content, 

For the things I’ve done wrong, I repent. 

 

As I see your faces, that makes me sad, 

But I have made it, and for that I am glad! 

You know and I know that it’s hard on earth — 

So you shouldn’t cry at death, but a birth. 

 

I have no worries, pain or fears, 

Because I’m with God, so dry your tears, 

I love you all, and this is what I want you to do: 

Put God first in your life, 

And I’ll be seeing you. 
 

 

The family of the late John Avery Barksdale, Jr. wishes to 

thank everyone for their kind expressions 

of sympathy, prayers and all acts of kindness extended 

to them during their hour of bereavement. 

May God bless you and keep you. 
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For I am ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. I 

have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the 

faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, 

which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not 

to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. 

II Timothy 4: 6-8 (KJV) 

 

 

John Barksdale Jr., 50, of 101 Flora Way, Columbia, South 

Carolina, passed away on Tuesday, June 13, 2017 at 

Providence Hospital. John was born in New York to the late 

John Barksdale, Sr. and Ellen Lynn. 

John was preceded in death by Clarence Lynn and Priscilla. 

Left to cherish fond and loving memories are: his companion, 

Judy Jones; son, Demorté (Turquoise Watson) Spell-Diamond; 

adopted mother, Bettie Morris; seven siblings: Joyce 

Casanova, Elsie Prince, Delores Lynn of New York, Celestine 

Lynn of North Carolina, Lovey Morris of Japan, Dave Ranger of 

Florida and David Morris of New York City; loving aunt, Nellie 

Wray; one grandson, Avery Spell-Diamond, and a host of 

nieces, nephews, and special loved ones. 

 

Don’t grieve for me, for now I’m free. 

I’m following the path God has laid for me. 

I took his hand when I heard his call, 

I turned my back and left it all. 

I could not stay another day, 

To laugh, to love, to work, or play, 

I found the peace at the close of the day. 

If my parting has left a void, 

Then fill it with remembered joys. 

A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss, 

Oh yes, these things I too will miss. 

Be not burdened with times of sorrow,  

I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow. 

My life’s been full, I savored much, 

Good friends, good times, a loved one’s touch, 

Perhaps my time seemed all too brief, 

Don’t lengthen it now with undo grief. 

Lift up your heart and peace to thee 

God wanted me now; He set me free. 

Musical Prelude 

Processional 

Hymn of Praise 

Scripture Readings .................. Evangelist LaKeisha Crawford 

Prayer of Comfort ................................. Reverend Josie Bennett 

Selection ................................................................ Malcolm Simpson 

Reflections (two minutes please) ........................... Mr. Darryl Wray 

Ms. Barbara Stribling 

Mr. Eugene Leonard 

Mr. Ron Wray 

Selection ................................................................ Malcolm Simpson 

Words of Encouragement ..................................... Tonya Jackson 

Final Farewell to John........................... Bostick-Tompkins Staff 

Committal and Benediction .......... Reverend Josie Bennett 

Recessional 


