
 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 
 

Family and Friends Family and Friends 

 
We thought of you with love today, 

But that is nothing new. 

We thought about you yesterday, 

And days before that too. 

 

We think of you in silence, 

We often speak your name; 

All we have now are memories, 

And your picture in a frame. 

 

Your memory is our keepsake, 

With which we will never part; 

God has you in his keep, 

We have you in our heart. 

 

It broke our heart to lose you. 

But you didn't go alone, 

For a part of us went with you... 

The day God took you home. 

 

The family of Andrew Fortson would like to express our sincere and 

heartfelt gratitude for all expressions of kindness shown during our time 

of bereavement. To the many family and friends who have traveled from 

near and far to share this homegoing, we say thank you. 

Your thoughtful gestures and prayers will not be forgotten. 

May God bestow His blessings upon you.  

 

Bostick-Tompkins Funeral Home 

2930 Colonial Drive 

Columbia, South Carolina 29203 

 

Willie A. Tompkins, Founder 

(803) 254-2000 

bosticktompkinsinc.com 



“One thing I ask from the Lord, this only do I seek: 

that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, 

to gaze on the beauty of the Lord and to seek him in his temple. 

For in the day of trouble he will keep me safe in his dwelling; he will hide 

me in the shelter of his sacred tent and set me high upon a rock.” 

 
 Psalm 27:4-5 

 
 
 

 

Andrew Fortson was born September 19, 1936 in Cleveland, Ohio to 

the late Clara Daniels and Andrew Lewis. He departed this life June 3, 

2017 at Providence Northeast Hospital in Columbia, South Carolina. 

Andrew was a graduate of John Adams High School in Cleveland, and 

later from the Indiana Vocational Technical Institute with a degree in 

Human Relations. His enlistment in the United States Army afforded 

him a military career that spanned the globe, including a tour of duty 

in Vietnam and other countries. He retired honorably after 20 years 

of dedicated service. Andrew continued his public service as a 13-

year employee of the U.S. Postal Service, retiring in 1996. 

He lived his life as a devoted husband of 50 years to Gloria Fortson, 

proud father of eight children, as well as grandfather and great-

grandfather. His family and friends were fortunate to hear his stories 

and observe his example. 

In addition to his parents, he was predeceased by his sisters, Lois Lee, 

and Carrie Battles, and his brother, Lewis Battles. 

Loved and respected by all he encountered, Andrew will be 

remembered and survived in memory by his wife, Gloria Fortson; his 

children, Andrew Jr., Daryl, David, Dwayne (Mary), and Ronald 

(Penny) Fortson, Jenene (Anthony) Rudolph and Andrea (Jon) Gaines; 

his stepdaughter, Marshalette Tolliver; a treasured niece, Josephine 

Yarborough; more than 30 grandchildren and over 30 great-

grandchildren; and other loving family and dear friends, all of whom 

will miss him dearly. 

 

 

 

 

I’m at rest now, so don’t cry; 

It’ll get easier as time goes by. 

I’ve done my best to live a good life, 

For I knew, if I did, I would be with God 

and have no more strife. 

 

As my body lies there, it’s only a shell. 

God has called me home, and my job I’ve done well. 

Now I’m happy and very content, 

For the things I’ve done wrong, I repent. 

 

As I see you r faces, that makes me sad, 

But I have made it, and for that I am glad! 

You know and I know that it’s hard on earth — 

So you shouldn’t cry at death, but a birth. 

 

I have no worries, pain or fears, 

Because I’m with God, so dry your tears, 

I love you all, and this is what I want you to do: 

Put God first in your life, 

And I’ll be seeing you. 

 

 

Prelude 

Processional ........................................................................................ Clergy and Family 

Final Farewell to Our Beloved Andrew .................................................. BTFH Staff 

Hymn of Praise ....................................................................................... “Precious Lord” 
Duriell Benjamin  

Scripture Readings .............................................................. Evangelist James Taylor 

Prayer of Comfort ................................................................ Evangelist James Taylor 

Solo ........................................................................................................... Duriell Benjamin 

Reflections (three minutes please) ................................. Open to Family and Friends 

Poem .................................................................................. Written by Andrew Fortson 
Read by Andrea Gaines, Daughter 

Solo ........................................................................................................... Duriell Benjamin 

Words of Comfort .................................................. Christopher Fortson, Grandson 

Recessional 

 

Committal, Closing Prayer, Benediction & Interment 

Arlington, Virginia 


