
Family and Friends

 
  Don't cry for me today,  

I wouldn't want it this way.  

Be strong and smile,  

for you will see me in a while. 

I know you miss me,  

but now in Heaven I will be. 

Do not keep your sad face,  

I am in a much better place.  

Do not let your tears fall,  

for I cannot wipe them all. 

Yes, my life wasn't long.  

But I'm begging you to be strong.  

Live every moment as if it were your last,  

I won't forget any memories that have passed.  

Cherish life and love as I watch you from above.  

As I remember all of the good things, 

I come to see I have gotten my wings. 

It is time to go and fly,  

as your guardian angel I will try.  

Don't cry for me today,  

I'm on my way.  

Soaring through the sky,  

I watch all of you telling me goodbye. 

 

The family would like to thank you for the many acts of kindness during this 

time of sorrow. With gratitude, our hearts are full; and words cannot convey 

the tender thoughts and thankfulness we hold for you today. 

May God bless you all. 
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For I am ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. 

I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is 

laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at 

that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. 
 

II Timothy 4: 6-8 (KJV) 
 

 

Minnie was born July 26, 1948 in Eastover, South Carolina to the late Roland 

Wilson and Mary Ellen Rivers. She was raised by her adoptive parents, the 

late Sam and Emma Taylor. Minnie passed away on May 13, 2017 at the age 

of 68. 

She worked in the food services industry for most of her life. She loved to cook 

and serve others! She enjoyed reading, doing crossword puzzles, fishing and 

spending time with her family. 

Minnie was a wonderful mother and grandmother. Her kind and loving spirit 

will be deeply missed by all who knew and loved her. 

In addition to her biological and adoptive parents, Minnie was also 

predeceased by three sisters: Mary Lucas, Bessie Rivers and Joan Nixon; her 

brother, Sam Taylor, Jr.; and her son, Nathaniel Taylor. 

She leaves to cherish precious memories: her daughters, Trish Manigault, 

Sharon Lights, Nicole Lights and Angela (Jimmy) Carney; her son, Matthew 

Lights; her adopted daughter, Camaro (Marlon) Hodge; sisters: Mae Frances 

Bostic-Moye, Ann Belton and Emma Louise Reese; brothers, George Rivers 

and James Taylor; 21 grandchildren and 24 great-grandchildren; and a host 

of nieces, nephews, other loving relatives and dear friends. 

Prelude 

Processional 

Final Farewell to Our Beloved Minnie ........................ Bostick-Tompkins Staff 

Hymn of Praise .................................................................................... Grace Cathedral 

Scripture Readings 

Old Testament .................................................................................... Psalm 23 
Camaro Hodge 

New Testament ................................................................... II Timothy 4:7-8 
Karon Billie 

Prayer of Comfort .................................................................................. Sheila Stuckey 

Solo .............................................................................................................. Tejon Conyers 

Remarks .......................................................................................... Tajuanda Manigault 

Sharon Lights 

Stephanie B. Preston 

Selection ................................................................................................. Grace Cathedral 

Words of Comfort ................................................................ Bishop Anthony Gibson 

Service of Commendation ................................................ Bishop Anthony Gibson 

Recessional 

 


