
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 
 

Family and Friends Family and Friends 

 

Life is but a stopping place, 

A pause in what's to be, 

A resting place along the road, 

to sweet eternity. 

We all have different journeys. 

Different paths along the way, 

We all were meant to learn some things, 

but never meant to stay... 

Our destination is a place, 

Far greater than we know. 

For some the journey's quicker, 

For some the journey's slow. 

And when the journey finally ends, 

We'll claim a great reward, 

And find an everlasting peace, 

Together with the lord. 
 

The family would like to express their sincere gratitude and thanks for the 

love and kindness shown during this time of bereavement. Your prayers, 

calls, cards and gestures of love made this time easier to bear. The family 

would like to thank the SC Oncology Association and the staff at Palmetto 

Health Baptist Hospital. May God continue to bless each one of you. 
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Lafayette Lorenzo Stephen was the beloved son of Johnnie and Geraldine 

(Boyd) Stephens. His journey ended on Monday, May 1, 2017 at Palmetto 

Health Baptist Hospital in Columbia, SC, when he was summoned by the 

Lord. 

He attended Bethel Hanberry Elementary and Middle Schools, and 

graduated from Spring Valley in Richland County. During Lafayette’s 

employment, he held various positions. He worked for Richland County, 

the City of Columbia, Westwood High School (Service Solutions) and 

lastly, was self-employed as a transporter, selling nonferrous materials. 

Lafayette really had a good time and enjoyed life to its fullest. Lafayette 

was a phenomenal DJ back in the 1970’s/80’s playing nothing but 

“oldies” for family events and other special gatherings. Lafayette had 

several outdoor hobbies and activities. He enjoyed playing golf; outdoor 

cooking; listening to music; talking with “the boys” (preferably under a 

tree); laughing and telling jokes (lies); and simply reminiscing over the 

good ole days. 

He was preceded in death by his brother, Reginald Stephens. 

Lafayette leaves behind: his son, Derrick M. (Leah) Dixon; his daughter, 

Chrystal (Chrystal Ball) S. Tucker; his loving parents, Johnnie and 

Geraldine Stephens, both of Columbia, SC; two sisters, Vivian (Minister 

Albert) Thompson and Allyson (Alvin) McMichael, both of Columbia, SC; 

two brothers, Perry (Patricia) Stephens and Theodore “Teddy” Stephens, 

both of Columbia, SC; his grandchildren: Derrick Dixon, Jr., Devin Dixon, 

Deneathia Dixon, Aljohnna Tucker and Travmajar Thomas; aunts: 

Alethia B. Cummings of Denmark, SC, Juanita B. Cooper and Carol B. 

Boyd, both of Washington, DC, and Verdelle B. Jones of Madison, NJ; 

sister-in-law, Vernell Stephen; and a host of nephews, nieces, other 

loving relatives and dear friends, all of whom mourn his departure, but 

rejoice he is now with the Lord. 

 

 
Then He covered you in blessings 

I AM glad God saw Death 

And gave Death a job taking care 

of all who are tired of living: 

When all the wheels in a clock are worn 

and slow and the connections loose 

And the clock goes on ticking 

and telling the wrong time 

from hour to hour 

And people around the house joke 

about what a bum clock it is, 

How glad the clock is when the 

big Junk Man drives his wagon 

Up to the house and puts his arms 

around the clock and says: 

          "You don't belong here, 

          You gotta come along with me," 

How glad the clock is then, when it feels the 

arms of the Junk Man close around it and 

carry it away. 

 

Prelude 

Processional ......................................................................... Clergy and Family 

Final Farewell to Our Beloved Lafayette .................................. BTFH Staff 

Musical Selection ........................................... New Free Hope Male Chorus  

Scripture Readings 

Old Testament ................................................. Deacon Perry Stephens 

New Testament ................................................. Elder Thomas High, Jr. 

Prayer of Comfort .............................................................. Minister Stan Nash 

Musical Selection ........................................... New Free Hope Male Chorus 

Reflections ......................................................................................... Mel Johnson 

Ronnie Jacobs 

Solo ....................................................................................................... Mel Johnson 

Words of Comfort .............................................. Minister Albert Thompson 

Recessional 

 

Committal, Closing Prayer, Benediction & Interment 

1101 Buckner Raod, South Carolina 


