
           

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family & Friends Family & Friends 

 

Don’t think of him as gone away 

 his journey’s just begun … 

life holds so many facets  

this earth is only one. 
 

 Just think of him as resting 

 from the sorrows and the tears … 

 in a place of warmth and comfort 

 where there are no days and years. 
 

 Think how he must be wishing 

 that we could know today …  

how nothing but our sadness  

can really pass away.  
 

And think of him as living  

in the hearts of those he touched ...  

for nothing loved is ever lost 

 and he was loved so much. 

 

The family of the late James Lee Billups acknowledge with 
grateful appreciation all acts of kindness rendered to them during 
their time of bereavement.  The many calls, florals, telephone calls, 

prayers, visits, and other sympathetic gestures are deeply 
appreciated.  May God Bless and keep each of you for being a 

blessing to our family.  
 

Services Entrusted to: 

   
Columbia Office 

2930 Colonial Drive 
Columbia, SC 29203 

(803) 254-2000 

 Sumter Office 

353 Manning Avenue 
Sumter, SC 29153 
(803)848-4002 



For God so loved the world that he gave His only begotten son, 
That whosever believeth in Him should not perish, but have 

everlasting life.” 
 John 3:16 

 
Mr. James Lee Billups was born December 10, 1962, in Clarendon 

County, the beloved son of the late Roosevelt and Mary Billups.  On 

Thursday, March 9, 2023, God, who is keenly aware when one of His 

children has grown tired of this earthly life and guided his soul to 

rest. 

“Ditty” as he was affectionately called by family and friends, was 

educated in the public schools of Clarendon County School District 

One where he graduated from Scotts Branch High School.  At the age 

of 18, James enlisted in the United States Army where he served 

honorably for three (3) years.  He was employed with Sean’s Poultry 

Farm in Summerton, South Carolina. 

Though he is no longer physically with us, his loving and kind spirit 

will forever live in the hearts and lives of all who loved and knew 

him. 

Those who are cherishing “Ditty’s” fond and precious memories are 

his son, Antoine Terrell Nicholson of Brooklyn, New York; four 

sisters, Christine Taylor of Sumter, South Carolina; Rosa Aiken of 

Pinewood, South Carolina; Sybie Billups of Brooklyn, New York; and 

Mary Ann Billups of Sumter, South Carolina; one sister-in-law, 

Dorothy Aiken of Brooklyn, New York; a host of nephews, nieces and 

other loving relatives and dear friends, all of whom will dearly miss 

him. 

 
 
 
 
 

Don’t grieve for me, for now I’m free 

I’m following the path God has laid for me. 

I took his hand when I heard his call, 

I turned my back and left it all. 

I could not stay another day, 

To laugh, to love, to work, or play, 

I found the peace at the close of the day. 

If my parting has left a void, 

Then fill it with remembered joys. 

A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss, 

Oh yes, these things I too will miss. 

Be not burdened with times of sorrow, 

I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow. 

My life’s been full, I savored much, 

Good friends, good times, a loved one’s touch, 

Perhaps my time seemed all too brief, 

Don’t lengthen it now with undue grief. 

Lift up your hearts and share with me 

God wanted me now, He set me free! 

  

 
 

      Scripture Readings ..............................................................................  

Old Testament ............................................................ Psalm 23 

Ms. Damita Taylor 

New Testament ................................................. Romans 8:28 

Ms. Tamilla Green 

      Prayer of Comfort .................................... Minister Doris Taylor 
Brooklyn, NY 

      Selection .................................................. Ms. Shaquita McFadden 

      Reflections ........................................................... Family & Friends 

(2 Minutes Please) 

       Selection .................................................................................................  

       Words of Comfort .............................. Pastor Lavaron Johnson 

       Final Farewell .................. Bostick-Tompkins Funeral Home 

 


