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Donald Burton                            Alec Koon 
Terry Koon                        Joseph Koon, Jr. 
James P. Koon III         Christopher Stokes 
 

Family and Friends 

 

THE DASH 
 

I read of a man who stood to speak at the funeral of a friend. 
He referred to the dates on the tombstone 

 from the beginning to the end. 
He noted first came the date of the birth 
 and spoke the following date with tears. 

But he said what mattered most of all was the dash between the years. 
For that dash represents all the time that they spent life on Earth. 

And now only those who loved them know what that little line is worth. 
For it matters not how much we own, the cars, the house, the cash. 
What matters is how we live and love, and how we spend our dash. 

So, think about this long and hard. 
 Are there things you’d like to change? 

For you never know how much time  
is left that can still be rearranged. 
If we could just slow down enough  
to consider what’s true and real, 

and always try to understand the way other people feel. 
Be less quick to anger and show appreciation more, 

and love the people in our lives like we’ve never loved before. 
If we treat each other with respect and more often wear a smile, 
remembering that this special dash might only last a little while. 

So, when your eulogy is being read with your life’s actions to rehash, 
would you be proud of the things 

 they say about how you spent your dash? 

 

 

 

The family of the late James P. Koon, Sr. would like to thank each 

of you for your expressions of sympathy, prayers, and support 

shown to us as we grieve the loss of our beloved father, 

grandfather, brother, and friend.   

May God bless you for being a blessing to our family.  

 
 
 
 

Services Entrusted to: 

   
 

Columbia Office 

2930 Colonial Drive 
Columbia, SC 29203 

(803) 254-2000 

  

Sumter Office 

353 Manning Avenue 
Sumter, SC 29153 

(803)848-4002 



    Earl Johnson, Family 
    Willie Suber, Family  
   Grover Koon, Family  

Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
                                                                                                 Matthew 5:4 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Prelude 
 
Final Viewing of Loved One……………………………BTFH, Directors 

“What A Friend We Have In Jesus” 
 
 

Hymn of Praise………………………”We Are Often Tossed & Driven” 

 

Prayer of Comfort ...................................................... Pastor Linda Jones 

 

 

Scripture Readings  .................................................. Pastor Linda Jones 

Old Testament 
New Testament 

 
 

Solo……………………………………………………………………Marcia Griffy 
“Amazing Grace” 

 
Reflections………………………..………………….Harvey Ellison, Friend 
 
 
 
 

 
Words of Reflections……………………………..……Pastor Linda Jones 

 

James P. Koon Sr. was born July 12, 1949, in Chapin, South Carolina, 

the beloved son of the late Grover C. Koon and Essie Suber Koon.  He 
transitioned from this world on Monday, November 14, 2022, at UF 
Health Hospital in Jacksonville, Florida. 
  
“Jimbo/Jay-Pee” as he was affectionately called by family and friends, 
James and his family relocated to Coatesville, Pennsylvania when he was 
two years old. James was educated in the Coatesville Area School District 
and graduated from Steelton High School in Steelton, Pennsylvania. 
After high school, he attended Temple University in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania.  
 

While living in Coatesville, James worked for Lukens Steel in Coatesville 
and Schramm Metal in West Chester, Pennsylvania. Later, upon 
relocating to Tennessee, he worked for a Block and Brick Company in 
Chattanooga and then transitioned to The U.S. Postal Service, from 
which he retired in Jacksonville, Florida after many years of dedication. 
 

While residing in Tennessee, James was active in the local Masonic Hall 
and Shriner’s Organization. James enjoyed watching MSNBC, playing Bid 
Whist and Pinochle. He loved music and enjoyed attending concerts. He 
loved to travel and would go to Coatesville to his brother-in-law, Earl’s 
annual cookout as the official photographer. James could be found at 
many family gatherings taking pictures to capture special memories. He 
loved to travel to his sister Ruby’s home in Decatur, Georgia for 
Thanksgiving. 
 

In addition to his parents, he is also preceded in death by three nephews, 
Dwain Koon, and Kenneth and Kevin Mills.  
 

James leaves to cherish his memories to a son, James P. (Amanda) Koon 
Jr. of Columbia, SC; daughter, Marlene Anderson of Philadelphia, PA; 
three brothers, Joseph (Doris) Koon, and Grover (Cathy) Koon, both of 
Coatesville, PA; Jessie Caughman of Columbia, SC; and three sisters, 
Evelyn (Earl) Johnson of Coatesville, PA; Ruby (Lawrence) Shamsid-Deen  
and Lucinda (Tyrone) Jordan both of Decatur, GA; four grandchildren, 
James P. Koon, III, Christopher Stokes, Alec Koon, and Kira Koon; three 
great grandchildren; a host of nephews, nieces, other loving relatives, 
and dear friends. James will also be missed by a group of friends that he 

were very close to him, Coleman Matthews, Johnny Roberts, Harvey 
Ellison, Arnold Hammond, Fred Myers, Ed Boyer, Stan Wilson, Rodney 
Henry, and Nate Bookman. 

 


