
  



 

 

Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
                                                                                                                Matthew 5:4 

 
 

Richard Nathaniel Gibson affectionately known as “Coach Rich” or “Rick G” was born 

September 30, 1971, in Charleston, South Carolina, the beloved son of Richard Peoples Sr. 
(Diane) and the late Delores Thompson.  Richard departed this earthly life to be with the lord 
on Monday, November 14, 2022,  at Lexington Medical Center in West Columbia, South Carolina.  
   
“Rick G” joined Eastside Baptist Church in Charleston SC at a young age.  He was educated in the 
public schools of Charleston County where he was a proud graduate of Burke High School.  
During his tenure at Burke he was an avid supporter of sports education and was a member of 
the BYDS Social Club. Having a nonstop drive for sports, he was a faithful New York Giants & Los 
Angeles Lakers Fan. His love for sports extended for decades from coaching various teams 
including the Carolina Mavericks and Geechee Pelicans, as well as numerous AAU teams that he 
coached alongside his son, DeAndrei. Rick was most proud of his accomplishment as he evolved 
into the head boys’ basketball and football coach at Gibbes Middle School in Richland School 
District One and most recently at Pine Ridge Middle School in Lexington County School District 
Two. 
 
He was a loving and devoted husband, father, grandfather, brother, uncle, coach, and friend 
who will be missed by all those who lives he so lovingly touched.  
 
Richard was also preceded in death by his brother, Michael. 
 
Richard leaves to mourn and cherish his memories his devoted wife of 22 years, Iva Carson 
Gibson, a son, DeAndrei (Jalisha); daughters, Briyanna, London, and Heydaya;  his father, Richard 
(Diane) Peoples, Sr.; three caring brothers ,Shavon, Richard lll (Ashley), & J’Mar; three loving 
sisters, Lakicia, Antiqua (William), and Savonna; grandchildren, Kaiden “NaNa”, DeAndrei Jr. “Fat 
Boy”, Kamari “Boosa”, Kinsey “Stinka”, and Taylor “Tay”. Loving and caring mother-in-law, 
Sylvia; brother and sister-in-law, Reginald and Mia (Travis); a host of nieces, nephews, aunts, 
uncles, friends, students, players, past and present, especially those from the Pineridge Middle 
School family whom he loved dearly, along with a host of other loving relatives and dear friends, 
all of whom will dearly miss him. 
 
 



 

 

~GATHERING OF FAMILY AND FRIENDS~ 

“Trust in the Lord”, Anthony Brown 
 
 
 

 

 
Scripture Readings ................................................................................................................................................ Edward Gibson 

Old Testament – Psalms 23 
New Testament – John 14: 1-3 

 

Prayer of Comfort ............................................................................................................................. Reverend Steven L. Evans 

Reading of the Coach Rich Story ............................................................................................................. Ms. Delana Johnson  
 

Reflections ........................................................................................................................................................... Mr. Travis Barnes 
 

Selection  ..................................................................................................................................................................... Smokie Norful 

“I Need You Now” 

 
Words of Comfort ............................................................................................................................. Reverend Steven L. Evans 

                                                                                                                                                       Pastor, St. Paul AME Church 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 
  



 

 

  



 

 

 



 

 
 

Don’t grieve for me, for now I’m free 
I’m following the path God has laid for me. 

I took his hand when I heard his call, 
I turned my back and left it all. 
I could not stay another day, 

To laugh, to love, to work, or play, 
I found the peace at the close of the day.. 

If my parting has left a void, 
Then fill it with remembered joys. 

A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss, 
Oh yes, these things I too will miss. 

Be not burdened with times of sorrow, 
I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow. 

My life’s been full, I savored much, 
Good friends, good times, a loved one’s touch, 

Perhaps my time seemed all too brief, 
Don’t lengthen it now with undue grief.  

  

We, the family of Richard Nathaniel Gibson, would like to express our sincere gratitude  
for the many acts of kindness rendered to us during this time.  

 Your calls, visits, prayers, cards, floral expressions, and kind words. 
  May God bless each of you for being a blessing to our family.  

 

 
 

 

Family & Friends Family & Friends 

 

Columbia Office 
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Columbia, SC 29203 
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