
 
 

 

 

 

God looked upon his garden and found an empty place. 

He then looked down upon this earth and saw your tired face. 
 

He put his arms around you and lifted you to rest. 

God's garden must be beautiful He always takes the best. 
 

He knew that you were suffering He knew you were in pain. 

He knew you would never get well on earth again. 
 

He saw the road was getting rough and the hills were hard to climb 

So he closed your weary eyelids and whispered, “Peace be thine." 
 

It broke our hearts to lose you, but you didn't go alone 

For part of us went with you the day God called you home. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We, the family of the late Melvenia Bracey Outen, would like to thank 
each of you for the many acts of kindness and expressions of sympathy 

shown to us during the passing of our loved one.  
 May God continue to shower His blessing upon each of  

you for being a blessing to our family.  
                                                                      ~The Outen & Bracey Family 
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I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 

righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only,  
but unto all them also that love His appearing." 

                                                                                                                                  II Timothy 4:7-8 

It is with great sadness that we gather to acknowledge with family and 

friends the earthly transition of our beloved sister, mother and friend, 

Melvenia Ann Bracey Outen.  She departed this life for her heavenly 

home on Thursday, September 22, 2022, in Columbia, South Carolina.  

  

On November 3, 1952, in Kershaw County, in Camden, South Carolina, God 

blessed the late Edward “Red” and Janie Mae Harris Bracey with the birth of 

Melvina Ann, where she was raised in a loving and Christian home.   

 

At a very young age, she gave her life to Christ and joined the Macedonia 

Baptist Church of Camden, South Carolina. 

 

Melvina was educated in the public schools of Kershaw County and later 

graduated from Columbia Junior College in Columbia, South Carolina.  She 

was marred to the late Larry Outen.  

 

Upon graduating, she began her career at BF Goodrich, formally known as 

Thermoid, where she worked for over thirty (30) years.  Melvina was known 

as a quiet person, who was a hard worker and kept to herself.  Though she is 

no longer physically with us, her loving and kind spirt will forever live in the 

hearts and lives of all who loved and knew her.  

 

Mrs. Outen was preceded in death by her husband, Larry Outen; brother, 

Norman Bracey; and her sister, Ella Mae Bracey.  

 

Those left to cherish the memories of her life, and celebrate her homegoing 

include a daughter, (raised by her parents) Trevenia (David) Blanchard of 

Orangeburg, SC; a son, Venson Outen of the home in Columbia, SC; four (4) 

grandchildren, Morgan Blanchard and David Blanchard, both of Orangeburg, 

SC; Za’Nia Outen and Zion Outen, both of Columbia, SC; one brother, 

James Bracey of Charlotte, NC; three (3) sisters, Dorothy (Cecil) Rivers of 

Virginia Beach, VA; Etta (Rev. Chalmers) Champion of Camden, SC; and 

Wanda (Larry) Bush of Elgin, SC; a host of nephews, nieces, cousins and 

many sorrowing friends, all of whom will dearly miss her.  

 

Processional  

Gathering of Family & Friends 

 

Scripture Readings 

Old Testament ..........................................................Mrs. Etta B. Champion 
New Testament ............................................... Mr. Chalmers E. Champion 

 

 

Prayer of Comfort…………………………………………………...……Mrs. Doris Davis 

 

Selection ........................................................... “You Know My Name”, Tasha Cobb 

~Silent Reading of the Obituary~ 

 

Words of Comfort ............................................. Reverend Chalmers B. Champion 

 

Recessional…………………………………………………………………………...”I’m Free” 

 

 

Committal, Closing Prayer & Benediction  

4170 Percival Road 
Columbia, South Carolina 29229 

 


